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2021 Toyota Tacoma Button Guide: Unlocking Your Off-Road Machine

Understanding the plethora of buttons and controls within your 2021 Toyota Tacoma is key to
maximizing its capabilities, especially for those venturing off the beaten path. This comprehensive
2021 Toyota Tacoma button guide aims to demystify every dial, switch, and lever, ensuring you can
confidently operate your truck's advanced features. From essential driving controls to specialized off-
road aids, we'll cover everything you need to know to harness the full power of your Tacoma. Whether
you're a seasoned overlander or a new Tacoma owner, this guide will serve as your go-to resource for
navigating the cockpit and experiencing the rugged versatility of this iconic pickup.
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Center Console and Shifter Area Functions

e Advanced Off-Road and Towing Button Explanations
¢ Infotainment and Climate Control Interface Navigation
e Safety and Convenience Feature Button Locations

¢ Frequently Asked Questions About Tacoma Controls

Navigating the 2021 Toyota Tacoma Interior: A Button-
by-Button Overview

The interior of the 2021 Toyota Tacoma is designed with both functionality and driver engagement in
mind. Toyota has thoughtfully placed a variety of buttons and controls within easy reach, allowing for
seamless operation of the truck's numerous features without distracting from the driving experience.
This section will provide a foundational understanding of the general layout and purpose of the
various control clusters, setting the stage for a deeper dive into specific functionalities.

The Steering Wheel: Your Command Center

The steering wheel of the 2021 Toyota Tacoma is more than just a directional input device; it's a hub
of essential controls that keep your hands on the wheel and your focus on the road. Familiarizing
yourself with these buttons is crucial for both convenience and safety, allowing you to adjust audio,



manage calls, and access important vehicle information without taking your eyes off your
surroundings.

Left Side Steering Wheel Controls

On the left side of the steering wheel, you'll typically find the audio controls. These usually include
buttons for volume up/down, track skip forward/backward, and possibly a mute button. Many Tacoma
models also integrate Bluetooth phone controls on this side, featuring a "call" button, an "end call"
button, and a voice command button. The arrangement is intuitive, allowing for quick adjustments to
your music or hands-free communication.

Right Side Steering Wheel Controls

The right side of the steering wheel is primarily dedicated to managing the Multi-Information Display
(MID) located in the instrument cluster. Expect to find buttons here that allow you to cycle through
various menus such as fuel economy, trip information, tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) data,
and vehicle settings. Some models may also include cruise control activation and adjustment buttons
on this side, streamlining your highway driving experience.

Dashboard Buttons and Dials: Core Functions at Your
Fingertips

The main dashboard area of the 2021 Toyota Tacoma houses a collection of vital buttons and dials
that control fundamental vehicle operations, lighting, and driver assistance systems. Understanding
their placement and function is essential for everyday driving and for accessing specialized features
when needed. This section will break down the common button clusters found on the dashboard.

Instrument Cluster Controls

Within the instrument cluster itself, you'll often find a few physical buttons, typically located on the
left or right side of the speedometer and tachometer. These are primarily used for resetting trip
odometers, adjusting display brightness, and sometimes for navigating through the MID menus if
dedicated steering wheel controls are absent or limited. Their tactile nature ensures you can operate
them by feel.

Lighting Controls

The headlight and exterior lighting controls are usually grouped together. This typically includes a
rotary dial to select between automatic headlights, parking lights, and low beams, as well as a
separate knob or switch for manually turning on the headlights. You'll also find controls for interior
dome lights and any ambient lighting features. Fog light activation switches are also commonly found
in this vicinity.

Driver Assistance and Traction Control Buttons

Toyota has integrated several driver assistance and safety features into the Tacoma, and their



controls are strategically placed for easy access. The Vehicle Stability Control (VSC) off button is a
prominent one, often found on the lower dashboard. Depending on your trim level, you might also find
buttons for the Multi-Terrain Select system, Crawl Control, or Trailer Sway Control, all designed to
enhance your driving experience in challenging conditions.

Center Console and Shifter Area Functions: Gear
Selection and More

The area surrounding the gear shifter and center console in the 2021 Toyota Tacoma is another key
zone for accessing important driving functions, including gear selection, terrain management, and
auxiliary power. This section will illuminate the purpose of the buttons and controls located in this
central part of the cabin.

Gear Shifter and Selectors

The primary gear shifter allows you to select between Park (P), Reverse (R), Neutral (N), Drive (D),
and often a Low gear (L) or Manual mode (M) for the automatic transmission. For 4WD models, you'll
find a separate transfer case selector, typically a rotary dial or a lever, to switch between 2WD, 4WD
High, and 4WD Low. Understanding when to engage these is critical for off-road performance.

Auxiliary Power and Charging Ports

You'll find several 12V auxiliary power outlets and USB charging ports scattered throughout the center
console and dashboard. These are essential for powering accessories and keeping your devices
charged. Some higher trim levels may also include a standard household-style power outlet,
expanding your charging capabilities significantly.

Parking Brake and Other Controls

The parking brake, whether it's a traditional foot pedal or an electronic parking brake button
(depending on the trim), is located within easy reach. Other buttons in this area can include heated
seat controls, blind-spot monitor indicators, and potentially a button for the rear differential lock on
TRD Off-Road and TRD Pro models. Each of these plays a role in comfort, safety, and capability.

Advanced Off-Road and Towing Button Explanations:
Conquer Any Terrain

The 2021 Toyota Tacoma is renowned for its off-road prowess and towing capabilities, and this is
reflected in the specialized buttons and systems designed to enhance performance in these
demanding scenarios. This section will delve into the functions of these advanced controls,
empowering you to tackle challenging trails and haul with confidence.



Multi-Terrain Select (MTS)

For models equipped with MTS, you'll find a rotary dial that allows you to select different terrain
modes, such as Mud & Sand, Loose Gravel, Rock & Dirt, and more. Each mode optimizes the engine,
transmission, and braking systems to provide the best possible traction and control for the selected
surface. This is a sophisticated system that truly adapts the truck to its environment.

Crawl Control

Crawl Control is a game-changer for low-speed off-roading. When activated, it automatically
modulates the throttle and brakes, allowing you to maintain a steady, slow speed over obstacles
without requiring constant pedal input. You can select from different speed settings using dedicated
buttons, freeing you up to focus on steering and navigating.

A-TRAC (Active Traction Control)

While VSC off disables the main stability control, A-TRAC is specifically designed to work in
conjunction with 4WD Low. It uses the brakes to slow down spinning wheels, redirecting power to the
wheels that have traction. This system is crucial for maintaining momentum on slippery or uneven
surfaces and is often engaged automatically when in 4WD Low, but can be manually toggled.

Rear Differential Lock

The rear differential lock is a critical off-road feature. When engaged, it forces both rear wheels to
rotate at the same speed, regardless of traction. This is invaluable for extreme situations where one
wheel might be lifted off the ground or has lost all grip. It's typically activated by a dedicated button,
often found in the center console area, and should only be used in 4WD Low.

Tow/Haul Mode

For towing, the Tow/Haul mode button is essential. When activated, it adjusts the transmission shift
points to hold gears longer, providing more power for accelerating while towing and reducing the
frequency of downshifts on inclines. This not only improves performance but also helps to reduce
transmission strain.

Infotainment and Climate Control Interface Navigation:
Comfort and Connectivity

Beyond driving and off-road functions, the 2021 Toyota Tacoma offers a suite of infotainment and
climate control features designed for comfort and connectivity. The buttons and touchscreens within
the center stack are your gateway to these systems, providing entertainment, navigation, and a
pleasant cabin environment.



Touchscreen Display and Associated Buttons

The central touchscreen display is the primary interface for your infotainment system. Around the
screen, you'll find physical buttons for common functions like Home, Audio Source, Navigation, and
Phone. These hard buttons offer a tactile backup to the touchscreen, allowing for quick and easy
access to the most frequently used features, even when wearing gloves.

Climate Control Panel

The climate control panel, usually located below the infotainment screen, features a combination of
physical buttons, knobs, and sometimes a small display. You'll find controls for fan speed,
temperature adjustment, air recirculation, and directing airflow to different vents (face, floor, defrost).
Dual-zone climate control, if equipped, will have separate controls for driver and passenger
temperatures.

USB, AUX, and Bluetooth Connectivity Buttons

Dedicated buttons or menu options within the infotainment system allow you to connect your devices
via USB, AUX input, or Bluetooth. These are essential for streaming music, making calls, and
accessing smartphone integration features like Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, which are standard
on most 2021 Tacoma models.

Safety and Convenience Feature Button Locations:
Enhancing Your Drive

Toyota prioritizes safety and convenience, and the 2021 Tacoma is equipped with numerous features
to support this. The buttons associated with these systems are strategically placed to be accessible
without impeding the primary driving functions. This section highlights some of these often-
overlooked but highly beneficial controls.

Blind Spot Monitor and Rear Cross-Traffic Alert Buttons

If your Tacoma is equipped with the Blind Spot Monitor (BSM) and Rear Cross-Traffic Alert (RCTA)
systems, you'll typically find a button to activate or deactivate these features. This button is often
located on the lower part of the dashboard, near the driver's left knee, or sometimes integrated into
the dashboard trim. An indicator light will usually confirm when the system is active.

Parking Assist and Camera Buttons

Buttons for activating the parking assist sensors or bringing up the rearview camera display (if not
automatically triggered by shifting into reverse) may be present. On some models, a dedicated button
might be available to access the multi-terrain camera system, offering different viewing angles of
your surroundings, which is invaluable when navigating tight spots or off-road obstacles.



Automatic High Beams and Lane Departure Alert Buttons

Features like Automatic High Beams and Lane Departure Alert are designed to enhance safety. The
controls for these systems are typically found on the dashboard, often in a cluster with other driver
assistance features. You can usually toggle them on or off to suit your preferences and driving
conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions About 2021 Toyota
Tacoma Controls

As you explore your 2021 Toyota Tacoma, you might have specific questions about certain buttons or
their functions. Here, we address some common inquiries to further clarify the operation of your
truck's controls.

How do | manually turn on the fog lights?

The fog light switch is usually a rotary dial or a push-and-pull knob located within the lighting control
cluster on the dashboard. Turning the dial to the fog light symbol and then pushing or pulling the
knob will activate them. They typically only function when the headlights are also on.

What is the purpose of the "ECT PWR" button?

The "ECT PWR" button, often found on the shift lever of automatic transmission Tacomas, stands for
Electronically Controlled Transmission - Power. Pressing this button alters the transmission's shift
logic to hold gears longer and shift at higher RPMs, providing more responsive acceleration. It's useful
for spirited driving or when carrying a heavy load.

Where can | find the button to reset the tire pressure
monitoring system (TPMS)?

The TPMS reset procedure often involves navigating through the Multi-Information Display (MID) using
the steering wheel controls. Look for a menu option related to "Vehicle Settings" or "Tire Pressure,"
where you'll find the option to initialize or reset the system after adjusting tire pressures or replacing
sensors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most commonly confused buttons on the 2021



Toyota Tacoma dashboard?

Many drivers find the differences between the "TRAC OFF' and 'VSC OFF' buttons a bit unclear. "TRAC
OFF' (Traction Control Off) primarily disables the system that prevents wheelspin when accelerating,
useful in deep sand or mud. 'VSC OFF' (Vehicle Stability Control Off) disables a broader system that
uses braking and engine power to help you maintain control during skids or loss of traction. Both are
usually engaged together, but it's good to know their specific functions.

How do | activate and use the Tow/Haul mode on my 2021
Toyota Tacoma?

The Tow/Haul mode button is typically located on the gear shifter. Pressing it alters the transmission's
shift points, holding gears longer under acceleration and downshifting more readily when
decelerating. This provides better engine braking and reduces strain on the transmission when towing
or carrying heavy loads. You'll usually see an indicator light on the dash confirming it's engaged.

What is the purpose of the 'AUTO LSD' button on the 2021
Toyota Tacoma?

The 'AUTO LSD' (Automatic Limited-Slip Differential) button is a smart feature that engages the
Electronic Locking Rear Differential when wheel slip is detected in certain conditions, like off-roading
or on slippery surfaces. It helps improve traction by locking the rear wheels together. Unlike manually
engaging the locking diff, '"AUTO LSD' is designed to activate and disengage automatically for
convenience.

Where can | find the controls for the heated seats and
steering wheel on a 2021 Toyota Tacoma?

The controls for the heated seats are typically located on the center console, often near the climate
controls. They are usually simple toggle switches or rotary dials with different heat settings. If your
Tacoma is equipped with a heated steering wheel, the button for it is commonly found on the steering
wheel itself, often on the lower spokes, or sometimes on the dash to the left of the steering column.

What does the 'A/C' button do, and are there specific settings
for optimizing cooling in my 2021 Tacoma?

The 'A/C' button simply engages or disengages the air conditioning system. To optimize cooling,
ensure the 'AUTO' climate control setting is used if your Tacoma has it, as this will automatically
adjust fan speed and temperature. You can also use the 'Recirculate' button (often an arrow in a loop)
to keep the cabin cooler by recirculating the already cooled air, rather than drawing in hot outside air.

How do | access and control the multimedia system, including
Bluetooth and Apple CarPlay/Android Auto, using the buttons
in my 2021 Toyota Tacoma?

The primary controls for the multimedia system are on the steering wheel and the central
infotainment touchscreen. Steering wheel buttons typically include volume up/down, track skip, and



voice command. On the dashboard, you'll find physical buttons and knobs for 'Audio,' 'Home,' 'Back,’
and navigation. Once paired via Bluetooth or USB, Apple CarPlay/Android Auto will appear on the
touchscreen, allowing you to control their functions through the touchscreen and some steering wheel
buttons.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to a 2021 Toyota Tacoma button guide, with descriptions:

1. The Tacoma's Digital Dashboard: Navigating Your 2021 Controls. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the array of buttons and controls on your 2021 Toyota Tacoma. It breaks down each
function, from infotainment system settings to climate control adjustments, with clear explanations
and visual aids. Learn how to maximize your driving experience and access all the features your truck
offers, ensuring you never miss a button's purpose.

2. Tacoma Tech Explained: A 2021 Driver's Companion. Dive deep into the technological heart of your
2021 Toyota Tacoma. This book serves as your essential companion, detailing the operation of every
button and switch. Discover how to effectively use advanced driver-assistance systems, customize
audio settings, and manage connectivity features. It's designed to empower you with the knowledge
to confidently operate your truck's sophisticated technology.

3. Your 2021 Tacoma Button Blueprint: From Basics to Advanced. Get a clear roadmap to your 2021
Toyota Tacoma's interior interface. This book provides a meticulous breakdown of all buttons,
explaining their primary and secondary functions. Whether you're a new owner or looking to unlock
hidden capabilities, this guide offers a systematic approach to mastering your truck's controls.
Understand the layout and purpose of every dial and switch for an optimized driving experience.

4. The Complete 2021 Tacoma Control Manual: Unlock Every Feature. This is the definitive resource
for understanding every button and control within your 2021 Toyota Tacoma. It meticulously details
the function of each switch, dial, and lever, ensuring you can operate your vehicle with precision.
From everyday functions to specialized modes, this manual leaves no stone unturned. Become an
expert in your truck's operation and discover all its potential.

5. Intuitive Tacoma: Mastering Your 2021 Button Layout. This guide focuses on making the operation
of your 2021 Toyota Tacoma as intuitive as possible. It offers a user-friendly approach to
understanding the button layout, explaining the logic behind the design. Learn how to quickly locate
and utilize essential controls for driving, entertainment, and comfort. Enhance your connection with
your truck by mastering its intuitive interface.

6. 2021 Toyota Tacoma: Button-by-Button Functionality. This focused resource zeroes in on the
specific functionality of every button in the 2021 Toyota Tacoma. Each control is presented with clear,
concise explanations of its purpose and how to operate it effectively. It's an ideal reference for quick
lookups or a thorough review of your truck's capabilities. Master the details of your Tacoma's interior
controls for seamless operation.

7. Navigating the 2021 Tacoma Console: Your Button Guide. Explore the central command center of
your 2021 Toyota Tacoma with this essential guide. It systematically breaks down the functions of all
console buttons, from infotainment to driving modes. Understand how to customize settings, manage
your media, and utilize your truck's advanced features. This book ensures you can confidently
navigate and utilize every aspect of your Tacoma's console.



8. Tacoma Control Secrets: A 2021 Edition for Drivers. Uncover the hidden potential and efficient use
of your 2021 Toyota Tacoma's buttons with this insider guide. It goes beyond the basics to reveal
advanced functionalities and tips for optimal operation. Learn shortcuts and smart ways to engage
various features, making your driving experience more efficient and enjoyable. This book is for those
who want to truly master their Tacoma.

9. The 2021 Tacoma Driver's Handbook: Button Edition. Consider this your indispensable handbook for
operating your 2021 Toyota Tacoma. It provides a clear, step-by-step approach to understanding and
using every button and control. From the steering wheel functions to the dashboard array, this guide
covers it all. Ensure you're getting the most out of your truck by having a clear understanding of its
operational interface.
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