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Understanding the AP Gov 2020 Practice Exam 2 MCQs

2020 practice exam 2 MCQs AP Gov are essential for any student aiming for a high score on the AP
United States Government and Politics exam. This practice set offers a realistic simulation of the
actual exam's multiple-choice questions, allowing students to gauge their understanding of core
concepts, key institutions, and foundational principles of American government. By dissecting these
questions, students can identify areas of strength and weakness, refine their test-taking strategies,
and build confidence. This comprehensive guide will delve into the typical structure and content of
the 2020 AP Gov practice exam 2 multiple-choice questions, provide strategies for tackling them,
and highlight the importance of consistent practice for exam success. Whether you're reviewing
specific units or looking for a comprehensive assessment, understanding these MCQs is a vital step
in your preparation journey.
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Key Themes and Topics Covered in AP Gov Practice
Exam 2 MCQs

The AP United States Government and Politics curriculum is broad, encompassing a wide range of
topics essential for understanding the American political landscape. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs
are designed to test your knowledge across these critical areas, ensuring you have a well-rounded
grasp of the subject matter. These questions often probe your understanding of foundational
documents, the structure and function of government branches, and the dynamics of political
participation. Expect to encounter questions that require you to apply theoretical concepts to real-
world scenarios, demonstrating not just memorization but analytical ability. Familiarity with the U.S.
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and landmark Supreme Court cases is paramount, as these form the
bedrock of much of the exam content.



Foundational Principles and Documents

Understanding the core principles that shaped American government is a recurring theme in AP Gov
MCQs. Questions will likely focus on concepts such as popular sovereignty, limited government,
federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances. The U.S. Constitution itself, its
amendments, and its historical context are frequently tested. Students should be prepared to
analyze passages from the Constitution, understand the purpose of key articles and amendments,
and recognize the significance of the Federalist Papers in explaining and defending the new system
of government. The debate between Federalists and Anti-Federalists and its lasting impact on
American political thought often features in these multiple-choice questions.

The Legislative Branch: Congress

The structure, powers, and functions of the United States Congress are a significant component of
the AP Gov exam. Practice exam 2 MCQs may explore the differences between the House of
Representatives and the Senate, including their unique powers, representation, and legislative
processes. Understanding how bills become laws, the role of committees, and the influence of
lobbying groups are crucial. Questions might also delve into the concept of gerrymandering,
congressional oversight, and the impeachment process. Familiarity with key legislative acts and
landmark Supreme Court decisions that have shaped congressional power is also important.

The Executive Branch: The Presidency

The presidency, its constitutional powers, and its role in modern American politics are another major
area of assessment. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will likely test your knowledge of the
president's roles as chief executive, commander-in-chief, chief diplomat, and chief legislator. You
should be prepared to analyze the powers granted by the Constitution, as well as those that have
evolved through practice and precedent. The Electoral College, presidential succession, the Cabinet,
executive orders, and the president's relationship with Congress and the bureaucracy are common
topics. Landmark Supreme Court cases that have defined or limited presidential power, such as
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer, are also likely to appear.

The Judicial Branch: The Supreme Court

The structure, jurisdiction, and powers of the federal court system, with a particular emphasis on
the Supreme Court, are vital for AP Gov success. Practice questions will often examine the principle
of judicial review, established in Marbury v. Madison, and its implications for interpreting the
Constitution. Students should understand the process of how cases reach the Supreme Court, the
concept of judicial activism versus judicial restraint, and the factors that influence judicial decision-
making. Key Supreme Court cases that have shaped civil liberties, civil rights, and the balance of
power within the government are frequently tested. Understanding the appointment process for
federal judges and the concept of lifetime tenure are also important.



Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Distinguishing between civil liberties and civil rights, and understanding their protection under the
Constitution, is a core competency. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will likely assess your
knowledge of the Bill of Rights, its application to state governments through the Fourteenth
Amendment's due process and equal protection clauses, and landmark court cases that have defined
these rights. Topics such as freedom of speech, freedom of religion, the right to privacy, protections
against unreasonable searches and seizures, and the rights of the accused are frequently covered.
Similarly, the struggle for civil rights for various minority groups, the Civil Rights Movement, and
legislation like the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 are crucial.

Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Elections

The dynamics of political participation are a significant aspect of the AP Gov curriculum. Practice
exam 2 MCQs will often explore the role of political parties in mobilizing voters, shaping policy, and
influencing elections. You’ll need to understand the functions of interest groups, their methods of
influence (lobbying, campaign contributions, public awareness campaigns), and their relationship
with government. The electoral process itself, including campaign finance regulations, voting
behavior, the impact of media, and the role of third parties, is also a common area of testing.
Understanding concepts like polarization, voter turnout, and the influence of money in politics is
essential.

Public Policy and Federalism

The creation and implementation of public policy, as well as the complex relationship between the
federal, state, and local governments, are also key themes. Practice questions might examine
different policy areas, such as economic policy, social welfare policy, or foreign policy, and how they
are developed and enacted. The concept of federalism, including cooperative federalism, coercive
federalism, and the impact of mandates and block grants, is frequently tested. Understanding how
policy is debated, passed, and implemented, and the role of various actors in this process, is crucial
for success on these MCQs.

Strategies for Tackling AP Gov MCQs

Mastering the multiple-choice section of the AP United States Government and Politics exam
requires more than just memorization; it demands strategic thinking and careful analysis. The 2020
practice exam 2 MCQs provide an excellent opportunity to hone these skills. By adopting a
systematic approach, you can increase your accuracy and efficiency, making the most of your study
time. These strategies focus on understanding the question, eliminating incorrect options, and
making informed choices, even when unsure.



Active Reading and Understanding the Question

The first and most crucial step in answering any multiple-choice question is to read the question
carefully and ensure you understand precisely what is being asked. This involves identifying
keywords, understanding the context provided, and recognizing any specific concepts or principles
being tested. For AP Gov, this often means paying close attention to which branch of government,
which amendment, or which historical event is referenced. Avoid making assumptions about the
question; if something is unclear, reread it. Breaking down complex questions into smaller parts can
also be helpful.

Eliminating Incorrect Answer Choices

A highly effective strategy for multiple-choice tests is to systematically eliminate answer choices that
are clearly incorrect. Often, there are distractors that sound plausible but are factually wrong,
irrelevant to the question, or represent the opposite of what is being asked. Look for absolutes like
"always" or "never," which are often indicators of incorrect statements in social science. By ruling
out even one or two incorrect options, you significantly increase your probability of selecting the
correct answer, even if you are uncertain.

Identifying Keywords and Concepts

AP Gov MCQs are rich with specific terminology and concepts. Developing the ability to identify
these keywords within the question and the answer choices is essential. For instance, a question
might mention "judicial review," "federalism," "gerrymandering," or "primary election." Recognizing
these terms and recalling their definitions and implications will guide you toward the correct
answer. Practice exams, like the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, are invaluable for building this
vocabulary and understanding how these concepts are applied in question formats.

Utilizing Supporting Documents and Stimulus Material

Many AP Gov MCQs are accompanied by stimulus material, such as excerpts from speeches, court
cases, graphs, charts, or political cartoons. It is imperative to thoroughly analyze this material
before attempting to answer the question. Understand what the data or text represents, identify the
main argument or point being made, and connect it to the broader concepts of American
government. The question will almost always directly relate to the provided stimulus, so close
reading and interpretation of this material are paramount.

Process of Elimination with Supreme Court Cases

Supreme Court cases are frequently tested in AP Gov, often requiring students to identify the ruling,
its significance, or the principles it upheld. When faced with a question involving a court case, try to



recall the core issue of the case and its outcome. If you recognize the case name, consider what it’s
famous for. If you don't recognize it, look for clues in the question or answer choices that might
relate to famous legal principles or landmark decisions. Eliminating cases that are clearly from a
different era or deal with unrelated issues can narrow down your options effectively.

Making Educated Guesses

While it’s ideal to know every answer, sometimes you’ll encounter questions where you’re unsure. In
such cases, avoid leaving the question blank. Instead, use the elimination strategy to narrow down
the choices as much as possible and then make an educated guess. This is far better than random
guessing. Focus on the options that seem most plausible or directly related to the topic at hand.
Consistent practice with the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will build your confidence and reduce the
need for pure guessing.

Analyzing the Structure of AP Gov MCQs

Understanding the typical structure of AP United States Government and Politics multiple-choice
questions can significantly enhance your preparation and performance. The 2020 practice exam 2
MCQs, like those on the actual exam, follow a predictable pattern designed to assess your
comprehension of the course content in various ways. Recognizing these structural elements allows
you to anticipate question types and approach them with a clear strategy, making your study efforts
more targeted and effective.

Question Types and Formats

AP Gov MCQs can generally be categorized into several types: direct recall, application, analysis,
and synthesis. Direct recall questions test your knowledge of specific facts, terms, or definitions,
such as the number of justices on the Supreme Court or the meaning of federalism. Application
questions require you to apply a concept to a new scenario, such as identifying which constitutional
principle is exemplified by a given situation. Analysis questions ask you to break down a concept or a
piece of data, like interpreting a graph representing voter turnout. Synthesis questions often involve
combining knowledge from different parts of the curriculum to answer a question, perhaps relating a
Supreme Court case to current political debates. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will feature a mix
of these, preparing you for the breadth of the actual exam.

The Role of Stimulus Material

A hallmark of the AP exams, including AP Gov, is the use of stimulus material. This can take many
forms: an excerpt from a primary source document (like the Constitution or a speech), a secondary
source excerpt (like a political science text), a graphic representation (a chart, graph, or
infographic), or a visual stimulus (a political cartoon or photograph). These materials are not mere
decorations; they are integral to the questions. You must be able to interpret the information



presented in the stimulus and connect it to your knowledge of government concepts. For example, a
question might present a graph of congressional approval ratings and ask you to identify potential
reasons for the trend based on your understanding of political polarization or media influence.
Effectively engaging with stimulus material is a critical skill tested by the 2020 practice exam 2
MCQs.

Common Question Structures with Supreme Court Cases

Questions involving Supreme Court cases often follow specific structures. You might be asked to:
identify the ruling of a landmark case; explain the constitutional principle a case illustrates or
modifies; determine the impact of a case on civil liberties, civil rights, or the balance of power; or
recognize which amendment is relevant to a particular case. For instance, a question might provide
a scenario and ask which of the following Supreme Court cases most directly established the
principle of judicial review. Or it might present a quote from a dissenting opinion and ask which
justice wrote it, testing your familiarity with key figures and their arguments. The 2020 practice
exam 2 MCQs will likely offer diverse examples of these structures to prepare you thoroughly.

Analyzing Data and Political Cartoons

Data analysis questions, using charts, graphs, or tables, are common in AP Gov. These questions
assess your ability to interpret quantitative information related to elections, public opinion,
economic indicators, or legislative activity. You'll need to identify trends, compare data points, and
draw conclusions based on the information presented. Political cartoons require a different kind of
analysis. You'll need to understand the symbolism, identify the cartoonist's message or critique of a
political figure, policy, or event, and connect it to relevant concepts in American government.
Recognizing the common symbols used in political cartoons, such as Uncle Sam or a donkey and
elephant, will aid in this process.

Identifying Cause and Effect Relationships

Many AP Gov questions require you to understand cause-and-effect relationships within the political
system. This could involve identifying the cause of a particular policy outcome, the effect of a
Supreme Court ruling, or the reasons behind shifts in public opinion. For example, a question might
ask what led to the increased use of executive orders by a particular president or what was the
effect of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 on political participation. Recognizing these causal links is a
key analytical skill that the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs aim to develop.

Importance of Consistent Practice

Success on the AP United States Government and Politics exam, particularly the multiple-choice
section, is not typically achieved through cramming. Consistent, regular practice is the cornerstone
of effective preparation. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs serve as a valuable tool in this ongoing



process, helping students build familiarity with the material, refine their test-taking skills, and gain
confidence. The more you engage with practice questions, the more adept you become at
recognizing patterns, understanding question intent, and applying your knowledge accurately.

Building Familiarity with Question Styles

The AP exam has a distinct style of questioning. By working through practice sets like the 2020
practice exam 2 MCQs, you become accustomed to the way concepts are presented, the types of
stimuli used, and the nuances of correct versus incorrect answer choices. This familiarity reduces
the anxiety associated with the unknown and allows you to focus your mental energy on the content
rather than deciphering the question format. Over time, you’ll find yourself recognizing question
types and anticipating what is being asked, leading to more efficient and accurate responses.

Reinforcing Knowledge and Identifying Gaps

Regular practice is an excellent method for reinforcing what you’ve learned and, perhaps more
importantly, for identifying areas where your understanding is weak. When you encounter a question
you cannot answer correctly, it signals a knowledge gap. Instead of simply moving on, use these
moments as learning opportunities. Review the relevant chapter, consult your notes, or seek
clarification on the specific topic. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, when reviewed thoroughly, can
create a personalized study plan that targets your specific needs, making your study time more
productive.

Developing Test-Taking Strategies

Beyond content knowledge, the AP exam tests your ability to perform under timed conditions.
Consistent practice allows you to experiment with and refine your test-taking strategies, such as the
process of elimination, educated guessing, and time management. By taking practice exams under
simulated test conditions (timed, without distractions), you learn how to allocate your time
effectively across the entire multiple-choice section. This practice helps you develop a rhythm and
prevents you from spending too much time on any single question, ensuring you have ample
opportunity to answer all of them.

Improving Speed and Accuracy

With each practice session, your speed and accuracy in answering AP Gov MCQs should improve.
This is a direct result of increased familiarity with the content and established strategies. As you
recognize concepts more quickly and become more adept at eliminating incorrect answers, you can
answer questions more rapidly. This increased efficiency allows you to tackle more questions
accurately within the allotted time. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs offer a consistent benchmark
for tracking this improvement and identifying areas where you might still need to work on speed.



Building Confidence for the Actual Exam

One of the most significant benefits of consistent practice is the boost it provides to your confidence.
As you consistently perform well on practice exams, you develop a sense of competence and self-
assurance. Knowing that you have prepared thoroughly and can handle the types of questions
presented will alleviate test anxiety on the actual exam day. This psychological advantage is
invaluable and can significantly impact your performance. The familiarity gained from the 2020
practice exam 2 MCQs can transform a potentially daunting experience into a manageable one.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even with diligent study, students often fall into common traps when answering AP United States
Government and Politics multiple-choice questions. The 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs present an
excellent opportunity to identify and learn from these pitfalls. By understanding these common
mistakes, you can develop proactive strategies to avoid them and maximize your score on the actual
exam.

Misinterpreting Stimulus Material

One frequent error is failing to thoroughly analyze the stimulus material provided with a question.
Students might skim a document excerpt, misread a graph, or misunderstand the symbolism in a
cartoon. This leads to incorrect assumptions about what the question is asking. To avoid this, always
dedicate time to carefully reading and understanding the stimulus before attempting the question.
Ask yourself: What is the main point? What data is being presented? What is the cartoonist's
message?

Confusing Similar Concepts

The AP Gov curriculum features many interconnected yet distinct concepts, such as civil liberties
versus civil rights, or different forms of federalism. Students sometimes confuse these, leading to
incorrect answers. For instance, confusing the due process clause with the equal protection clause
can lead to errors when answering questions about constitutional rights. Make sure you have clear,
precise definitions for all key terms and actively compare and contrast similar concepts during your
study. Practice questions, like those in the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, are perfect for testing this
distinction.

Falling for Plausible Distractors

Multiple-choice questions are designed with distractors – answer choices that seem correct but are
subtly wrong. These might be true statements but irrelevant to the question, or they might present
an incomplete or slightly inaccurate version of a concept. A common pitfall is choosing an answer



simply because it contains a keyword from the topic, without verifying its accuracy in the context of
the question. Always ensure your chosen answer directly and completely addresses the question
asked, rather than just containing relevant terminology.

Overlooking Specific Wording in Questions

AP Gov questions are often very precise in their wording. Overlooking a single word, like "except,"
"most," or "least," can lead to selecting the wrong answer. For example, a question asking "Which of
the following is NOT a power of Congress?" requires you to identify the exception, not a power.
Always reread the question carefully, paying close attention to such qualifying words. The 2020
practice exam 2 MCQs can help you develop this meticulous reading habit.

Ignoring the Time Constraint

Another common issue is not managing time effectively. Spending too much time on difficult
questions can leave insufficient time to answer easier ones, or to review your answers. Without
practice, it’s hard to gauge how much time you have per question. To avoid this, take practice exams
under timed conditions. Learn to recognize when to make an educated guess and move on, rather
than getting bogged down. Consistent practice with the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will help you
build this crucial time management skill.

Not Reviewing Incorrect Answers

Simply completing practice questions is not enough; effective learning comes from reviewing
incorrect answers. Students might check their score and move on, missing valuable learning
opportunities. When you get a question wrong, it’s essential to understand why. Was it a knowledge
gap, a misunderstanding of the question, or a misapplication of a strategy? Thoroughly analyzing
your errors, as suggested after working through the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, is critical for
genuine improvement.

Resources for AP Gov Practice

To effectively prepare for the AP United States Government and Politics exam, especially the
multiple-choice section, utilizing a variety of high-quality resources is crucial. The 2020 practice
exam 2 MCQs are just one piece of a comprehensive preparation strategy. Accessing a range of
materials will help you build a deep understanding of the curriculum, practice your skills, and gain
confidence. Effective preparation involves both understanding the content and mastering the format
of the exam.

College Board Official AP Gov Resources: The official College Board website is an



indispensable resource. It provides free-response questions from past exams, scoring
guidelines, and often sample multiple-choice questions or practice quizzes. These materials
are the most authoritative source for understanding the exam's design and expectations.

AP Study Guides and Textbooks: Numerous publishers offer comprehensive AP US
Government and Politics study guides. These typically include chapter reviews, vocabulary
lists, concept application exercises, and full-length practice exams. Choose reputable guides
that align with the AP curriculum framework.

Online Review Websites and Platforms: Many educational websites offer free AP Gov review
materials, quizzes, and practice tests. Look for platforms that provide detailed explanations for
answers, particularly for multiple-choice questions. Some may even offer interactive content or
video explanations of complex topics.

Teacher-Provided Materials: Your AP Gov teacher is an excellent resource. They will likely
provide their own study guides, practice quizzes, and may even have access to additional
practice exams or question banks. Engage with your teacher, ask questions, and utilize any
materials they distribute.

Study Groups: Collaborating with classmates can be highly beneficial. Forming a study group
allows you to discuss difficult concepts, quiz each other on key terms, and work through
practice problems together. Explaining concepts to others is a powerful way to solidify your
own understanding.

Flashcards: For memorizing key terms, Supreme Court cases, and important dates, flashcards
are invaluable. You can create your own or use digital flashcard platforms. Consistent review
of flashcards can significantly boost your recall accuracy for the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs
and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which concept, often tested in AP Gov exams, is exemplified
by the Supreme Court's interpretation of the Commerce
Clause in cases like United States v. Lopez?
Federalism and the balance of power between the federal government and states.

Many AP Gov practice exams touch upon the Federalist
Papers. What fundamental debate about government structure
is addressed in Federalist No. 10?
The challenges of factions and how to control their effects in a republic.



Given the focus on civil liberties and civil rights in AP Gov,
which landmark Supreme Court case established the 'separate
but equal' doctrine, later overturned?
Plessy v. Ferguson

AP Gov frequently assesses understanding of political
ideologies. What is a core tenet of modern liberalism
regarding the role of government?
Government intervention is often necessary to address social and economic inequalities.

In the context of checks and balances, what is an example of
Congress checking the power of the President?
The Senate's confirmation of presidential appointments or the impeachment and removal of a
president.

AP Gov exams often analyze the influence of media on politics.
What is a potential consequence of the rise of partisan media
outlets?
Increased political polarization and a decline in shared factual understanding among the electorate.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the 2020 Practice Exam 2 MCQ AP Government, with descriptions:

1. The Living Constitution
This book likely delves into the dynamic nature of the U.S. Constitution, exploring how its principles
are interpreted and applied in contemporary society. It would probably cover landmark Supreme
Court cases and the ongoing debates surrounding constitutionalism. Students preparing for AP Gov
would find this useful for understanding foundational concepts and their modern relevance.

2. American Political Institutions
Focusing on the structures and functions of the U.S. government, this title suggests an exploration
of Congress, the Presidency, and the Judiciary. It would likely explain the checks and balances,
separation of powers, and the legislative process in detail. Understanding these core institutions is
crucial for excelling on AP Government exams.

3. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
This book would undoubtedly examine the rights and freedoms guaranteed to individuals under the
U.S. Constitution and federal law. It would likely discuss the historical struggles for equality and the
ongoing legal battles to protect these fundamental rights. Key concepts like due process, equal
protection, and landmark court decisions would be central.



4. Federalism in America
This title points to a comprehensive analysis of the division of powers between the federal
government and state governments. It would likely explore the evolution of federalism, different
models of state-federal relations, and contemporary issues related to this structure. Understanding
federalism is a key component of the AP Government curriculum.

5. Political Parties and Interest Groups
This book would probably explore the role of organized groups in shaping American politics and
policy. It would likely examine the functions of political parties, the strategies of interest groups, and
their influence on elections and government. This is a vital topic for understanding how the political
system operates.

6. Public Opinion and Voting Behavior
This title suggests an examination of how citizens form their political views and how they participate
in the electoral process. It would likely cover topics such as polling, media influence, and the
demographics of voters. Understanding public opinion is essential for analyzing electoral outcomes
and political trends.

7. The Supreme Court in American Politics
This book would likely focus on the role and impact of the U.S. Supreme Court in the American
political landscape. It would probably analyze judicial review, the process of judicial appointments,
and how the Court's decisions shape public policy and society. This is a critical area for AP
Government students.

8. Comparative Political Systems
While AP Government primarily focuses on the U.S., a comparative approach can illuminate
American institutions. This book might analyze how the U.S. political system differs from those in
other democracies, highlighting unique aspects of American governance. It would likely cover topics
like electoral systems, legislative structures, and executive powers in other nations.

9. The Policy-Making Process in the United States
This title suggests a detailed look at how laws and policies are created, implemented, and evaluated
in the U.S. It would likely cover the stages of the policy cycle, the influence of various actors like
Congress, the President, and bureaucracy, and the challenges of policy change. Understanding this
process is fundamental to AP Government.
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