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2020 practice exam 1 MCQ AP Lang answers: Navigating the AP Language and Composition exam
requires dedicated preparation, and understanding past exam questions is a cornerstone of success.
This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the 2020 AP Lang practice exam 1 Multiple
Choice Questions (MCQs), providing detailed answers and explanations. We'll dissect each question
type, from rhetoric and argumentation to literature analysis, offering insights into the skills tested and
strategies for tackling them effectively. Whether you're seeking to solidify your understanding of
specific question types or looking for a robust review of the 2020 exam's challenges, this resource
aims to equip you with the knowledge and confidence needed to excel. Mastering these MCQs is a
critical step in your AP Lang journey, helping you build a strong foundation for your own writing and
analytical abilities.
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Understanding the AP Language and Composition
MCQs

The Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) section of the AP Language and Composition exam is a critical
component, assessing a student's ability to analyze and interpret various texts. These questions are
designed to evaluate a wide range of skills, including understanding rhetorical situations, identifying
literary and stylistic devices, and analyzing arguments. The College Board structures these questions
to gauge proficiency in reading comprehension, critical thinking, and the application of literary and
rhetorical concepts. A strong performance on the MCQs often correlates with overall success on the
exam, as it demonstrates a solid grasp of the fundamental principles of language and composition
studied throughout the course.



The AP Lang MCQs are typically presented in sets, each accompanied by a passage or passages.
These passages can range from historical documents and speeches to contemporary essays and
literary excerpts. The questions following each passage will probe your understanding of the author's
purpose, audience, tone, and the specific rhetorical strategies employed. Familiarity with common
rhetorical devices, such as ethos, pathos, logos, metaphor, simile, and anaphora, is essential for
accurately answering these questions. Furthermore, understanding how sentence structure (syntax)
and word choice (diction) contribute to the overall meaning and effect of a text is paramount.

The difficulty of AP Lang MCQs can vary, but the underlying principle remains the same: identifying
the author's craft and intent. Some questions might ask you to pinpoint the most effective piece of
evidence used to support a claim, while others might require you to analyze the function of a
particular sentence or paragraph within the larger context of the passage. Mastering these question
types requires not only a keen eye for detail but also a systematic approach to reading and analysis.
Practicing with past exams, like the 2020 Practice Exam 1, is an invaluable way to develop this
systematic approach and build confidence.

Deconstructing the 2020 Practice Exam 1: Key Themes
and Question Types

The 2020 AP Language and Composition Practice Exam 1, like many AP Lang exams, presents a
diverse array of passages and question types. Examining this specific exam allows for a focused
review of the skills most recently tested. Typically, such practice exams will feature passages from
various eras and genres, testing a broad spectrum of reading and analytical abilities. Key themes
often explored in AP Lang MCQs include the nature of rhetoric itself, the evolution of American
thought, social and political commentary, and personal reflections on human experience.

The question types encountered in the 2020 Practice Exam 1 likely span several categories. These
include questions that focus on the overall argument of a passage, the author's purpose and
audience, the identification of specific rhetorical devices, and the analysis of diction and syntax. You
might also find questions that require you to infer meaning, understand tone, and evaluate the
effectiveness of the author's persuasive strategies. Understanding the specific demands of each
question type is crucial for efficient test-taking and accurate responses.

A significant portion of the MCQs will likely revolve around rhetorical analysis. This involves identifying
how an author uses language to achieve a particular purpose with a specific audience. Questions
might ask about the function of an analogy, the effect of a particular verb choice, or the overall
persuasive appeal of a passage. Similarly, questions on argumentation will focus on evaluating the
logic and evidence presented, helping you discern strong reasoning from weak reasoning. This
comprehensive approach to analyzing texts is central to the AP Lang curriculum.

Analyzing Rhetorical Strategies: Identifying and
Explaining Techniques



Rhetorical strategies are the tools authors use to persuade, inform, or engage their audience. In the
2020 Practice Exam 1, you would have encountered numerous questions asking you to identify and
analyze these techniques. This skill is fundamental to the AP Lang course, as it moves beyond simply
understanding what is being said to understanding how it is being said and why it is being said in that
particular way.

Common rhetorical strategies tested include:

Ethos: The author's credibility and authority. Questions might ask how the author establishes
trust or expertise.

Pathos: Appealing to the audience's emotions. Look for vivid language, anecdotes, or appeals to
values.

Logos: Appealing to logic and reason. This involves examining the evidence, statistics, and
logical structure of an argument.

Diction: The author's word choice. Questions may focus on the connotations of words or how
specific vocabulary choices contribute to tone or meaning.

Syntax: The arrangement of words and sentences. This includes sentence length, structure, and
punctuation, which can create emphasis or rhythm.

Figurative Language: Devices like metaphor, simile, personification, and hyperbole. These
questions ask about the meaning or effect of these comparisons.

Rhetorical Questions: Questions posed not to elicit an answer but to make a point or engage the
reader.

When approaching questions about rhetorical strategies, it's important not just to identify the device
but also to explain its function within the context of the passage. For instance, a question might
present a passage with a strong use of pathos. The correct answer would not only identify the use of
emotional appeals but also explain how those appeals contribute to the author's overall purpose, such
as motivating the audience to take action or sympathize with a particular viewpoint.

Argumentation and Persuasion: Evaluating Claims and
Evidence

The ability to critically evaluate arguments is a cornerstone of AP Language and Composition. The
2020 Practice Exam 1 would have included questions designed to test your understanding of how
arguments are constructed and the effectiveness of the evidence used to support them. This involves
not only recognizing a claim but also analyzing the reasoning and support provided.

Key aspects of argumentation assessed include:



Identifying the Main Claim: Pinpointing the central assertion the author is trying to prove.

Analyzing Supporting Evidence: Examining the types of evidence used (e.g., statistics,
anecdotes, expert testimony, logical reasoning) and their relevance and sufficiency.

Evaluating Reasoning: Assessing the logical connections between claims and evidence. Are
there any logical fallacies present?

Understanding Counterarguments and Rebuttals: Identifying how the author addresses
opposing viewpoints.

Assessing the Overall Effectiveness of the Argument: Determining how persuasive the argument
is to its intended audience.

For example, a question might present a passage where an author makes a claim about a social issue
and supports it with personal anecdotes. The question might then ask about the effectiveness of this
evidence. A strong answer would recognize that while anecdotes can create pathos and make an
argument relatable, they may not be as persuasive as empirical data or expert testimony for a more
skeptical audience. Understanding these nuances is crucial for correctly answering questions related
to argumentation and persuasion on the 2020 practice exam and beyond.

Literature Analysis: Understanding Narrative Voice,
Tone, and Style

While AP Lang focuses on non-fiction rhetoric, many passages are drawn from literary essays or have
literary qualities, requiring an understanding of literary analysis. The 2020 Practice Exam 1 would
likely have included questions that delve into the nuances of narrative voice, tone, and authorial
style. These elements are integral to how an author shapes meaning and engages a reader.

Understanding these concepts involves:

Narrative Voice: The perspective from which a story or essay is told. This could be first-person,
third-person limited, or third-person omniscient. Questions might ask about the effect of a
particular narrative voice on the reader's perception of events or characters.

Tone: The author's attitude towards the subject matter or audience. Tone can be conveyed
through word choice, sentence structure, and imagery. Identifying a sarcastic, humorous,
critical, or nostalgic tone is a common task.

Style: The unique way an author uses language. This encompasses diction, syntax, figurative
language, and the overall rhythm and flow of the writing. Questions might ask how an author's
style contributes to the passage's overall effect.

Imagery and Sensory Details: The use of language that appeals to the senses. Analyzing the
types of imagery used can reveal much about the author's perspective and the passage's



atmosphere.

For instance, a question might present a passage with a particularly sharp and critical tone. The
correct answer would not only identify the critical tone but also explain how specific word choices or
sentence structures contribute to that tone, thereby influencing the reader's understanding and
reaction to the subject matter. Mastering these analytical skills is essential for excelling in the AP
Lang MCQs.

Vocabulary and Syntax: Mastering Language Nuances

Beyond identifying broader rhetorical strategies, AP Language and Composition MCQs often test a
student's understanding of specific word choices (diction) and sentence structures (syntax). These
elements, while seemingly smaller, are critical in shaping the meaning and impact of a text. The 2020
Practice Exam 1 would have included questions that require you to dissect these linguistic nuances.

When analyzing diction, consider:

Connotation vs. Denotation: The implied meanings of words versus their literal definitions. A
word like "home" has a positive connotation beyond its denotation as a place of residence.

Levels of Formality: The choice between formal, informal, or colloquial language.

Specificity vs. Generality: Whether words are precise or vague.

Loaded Language: Words with strong emotional associations, often used for persuasive effect.

Regarding syntax, pay attention to:

Sentence Length and Variety: Short sentences can create emphasis or a sense of urgency, while
longer, more complex sentences can convey intricate ideas.

Sentence Structure: Parallelism, inversion, or the use of subordinate clauses can all impact the
flow and emphasis of a sentence.

Punctuation: The strategic use of commas, semicolons, dashes, and other punctuation marks
can alter meaning and create specific effects.

A question might ask about the effect of a series of short, declarative sentences or the impact of a
specific adjective choice. For example, if an author uses the word "decrepit" instead of "old" to
describe a building, the question might ask what effect this diction has on the reader's perception.
The answer would likely involve understanding the negative connotations associated with "decrepit,"
suggesting decay and ruin, which likely serves the author's purpose in the passage.



Strategies for Success on AP Lang MCQs

Approaching the AP Language and Composition MCQs with a strategic mindset can significantly
improve your performance. The 2020 Practice Exam 1, like any practice assessment, offers valuable
insights into effective test-taking strategies. These strategies are designed to help you manage your
time, accurately interpret passages, and select the best possible answers.

Effective strategies include:

Active Reading: Don't just read passively. Annotate the passages, underlining key ideas,
marking rhetorical devices, and noting the author's tone and purpose.

Understand the Question First: Before diving into the answer choices, make sure you fully
understand what the question is asking. What is it looking for? What part of the passage is it
referencing?

Process of Elimination: If you're unsure of the correct answer, try to eliminate the clearly
incorrect options. This narrows down your choices and increases your chances of selecting the
right one.

Focus on the Passage: Always base your answers on the provided text. Avoid bringing in outside
knowledge or making assumptions not supported by the passage itself.

Context is Key: Remember that individual sentences or words often have meaning within the
broader context of the passage. Consider how a specific element contributes to the overall
argument or effect.

Time Management: Allocate your time wisely. The MCQ section is timed, so avoid spending too
much time on any single question. If you get stuck, mark it and come back later if time permits.

Practicing regularly with materials like the 2020 Practice Exam 1 allows you to refine these strategies.
By repeatedly applying them, you'll become more adept at quickly identifying the core of a question
and locating the relevant information within the passage to formulate an accurate answer.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in AP Lang MCQs

Even with diligent preparation, certain common pitfalls can hinder performance on the AP Language
and Composition MCQs. Recognizing these potential traps, especially as encountered in assessments
like the 2020 Practice Exam 1, is crucial for developing a more robust approach to the exam.

Be mindful of these common errors:

Choosing an answer that is true but not supported by the passage: The MCQs test your ability to
interpret the specific text provided, not your general knowledge.



Confusing similar rhetorical devices: Many devices can overlap or be used in conjunction. It's
important to understand the precise definition and function of each.

Overthinking the question: Sometimes the most straightforward interpretation of the passage
and question is the correct one. Avoid reading too much into simple language.

Getting bogged down by unfamiliar vocabulary: If you encounter a word you don't know, try to
infer its meaning from context. If it's crucial and you can't figure it out, move on.

Selecting an answer that describes what the author says but not how they say it: AP Lang often
emphasizes the rhetorical analysis of how an argument is made, not just the content itself.

Ignoring the author's purpose or audience: Always consider why the author is writing and for
whom. This context is vital for understanding their rhetorical choices.

By being aware of these common mistakes and actively working to avoid them during practice
sessions, you can build the accuracy and confidence needed to tackle the actual AP Language and
Composition exam effectively. Reviewing the 2020 practice exam answers with these pitfalls in mind
can be particularly illuminating.

How to Use Practice Exams for Effective AP Lang
Preparation

Practice exams are indispensable tools for AP Language and Composition preparation. The 2020
Practice Exam 1, when used strategically, can offer more than just a score; it can be a detailed
roadmap for improvement. The key lies in moving beyond simply completing the exam to actively
analyzing your performance and identifying areas for growth.

Here's how to maximize the value of practice exams:

Simulate Test Conditions: Take the practice exam in a timed setting, without distractions, to
replicate the actual exam environment. This helps you develop time management skills.

Review Every Question: Go through each question, whether you answered it correctly or
incorrectly. For correct answers, understand why it was correct. For incorrect answers, pinpoint
the exact reason for the error.

Analyze Incorrect Answers: This is the most critical step. Did you misunderstand the passage?
Did you misinterpret the question? Did you fall for a common distractor? Understanding the root
cause of your mistakes is vital for improvement.

Identify Patterns: Look for recurring types of questions or passages that consistently challenge
you. For example, if you struggle with questions about tone, dedicate extra study time to that
concept.



Revisit Weak Areas: Use the insights gained from your practice exam analysis to focus your
study efforts. Reread relevant sections of your textbook, review notes on specific rhetorical
devices, or work through similar questions.

Track Your Progress: Keep a record of your scores and the types of errors you make over time.
This allows you to see your progress and identify any persistent challenges.

Treating the 2020 Practice Exam 1 as a diagnostic tool, rather than just a trial run, will yield the most
significant benefits. The detailed analysis of your performance is what truly drives learning and
prepares you for the challenges of the actual AP exam.

The Importance of Understanding 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 1 MCQ Answers

Understanding the specific answers and explanations for the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs is
paramount for students aiming for success. This detailed review allows for a targeted approach to
strengthening skills and knowledge. By dissecting each question, students can gain a clearer picture
of how the College Board assesses comprehension and analytical abilities, enabling them to refine
their strategies and deepen their understanding of rhetorical concepts.

The benefits of studying these answers include:

Clarification of Difficult Concepts: Answers often come with explanations that can illuminate
complex rhetorical strategies or linguistic nuances that may have been unclear during the initial
attempt.

Insight into Question Design: Understanding why a particular answer is correct and others are
incorrect provides valuable insight into the way AP Lang questions are constructed and the
subtle differences between correct and incorrect choices.

Reinforcement of Learning: Going over the correct answers reinforces the knowledge and skills
you've been developing throughout the course. It acts as a form of active recall and
confirmation.

Identification of Knowledge Gaps: For questions answered incorrectly, the provided answers and
explanations highlight specific areas where your understanding might be lacking, allowing for
focused remediation.

Building Confidence: Successfully understanding and learning from practice exam answers can
boost confidence, assuring students that they are on the right track with their preparation.

Ultimately, engaging with the 2020 practice exam 1 MCQ answers is not just about memorizing
correct choices; it's about cultivating a deeper, more analytical understanding of the material, which
is the ultimate goal of AP Language and Composition preparation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the 2020 AP Lang Practice
Exam 1 MCQs?
The primary purpose of the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs is to simulate the actual AP
Language and Composition exam's multiple-choice section, allowing students to assess their
understanding of rhetorical analysis, synthesis, and argument, as well as their ability to manage time
and identify question types.

Which rhetorical devices are commonly tested in the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs commonly test a range of rhetorical devices including, but
not limited to, ethos, pathos, logos, analogy, metaphor, simile, alliteration, anaphora, juxtaposition,
and tone.

How does the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs assess
students' synthesis skills?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs assess synthesis skills by presenting students with a set of
source documents and requiring them to understand the main arguments, identify connections
between them, and then answer questions that test their ability to integrate information from multiple
sources.

What is a common strategy for approaching the 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 1 MCQs effectively?
An effective strategy for the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs involves reading the passage(s)
actively, understanding the overall purpose and audience, identifying the author's thesis and main
arguments, and then carefully analyzing each question and its answer choices, looking for evidence
within the text.

What types of passages are typically included in the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs typically include passages from a variety of genres and time
periods, such as non-fiction essays, speeches, historical documents, and contemporary articles, all
chosen to showcase different rhetorical strategies and argumentation styles.

Why is it important to review the answers and explanations
for the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs?
Reviewing the answers and explanations for the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs is crucial for
identifying areas of weakness, understanding why certain answer choices are correct or incorrect, and
learning specific strategies for tackling different question types, ultimately leading to improved



performance on the actual exam.

How do the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs prepare
students for the argumentative essay portion of the exam?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 1 MCQs help prepare students for the argumentative essay by
reinforcing their understanding of how arguments are constructed, the importance of evidence, the
use of rhetorical appeals, and the need to analyze complex texts, all of which are foundational skills
for crafting a strong argument.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to AP Language and Composition practices and exam strategies, with
short descriptions:

1. Intuitive Inference: Mastering AP Lang MCQs
This book focuses on developing the critical thinking skills necessary to approach multiple-choice
questions in AP Language and Composition. It breaks down common question types, emphasizing how
to identify subtle clues within passages and anticipate authorial intent. Readers will learn strategies
for efficient analysis and time management, crucial for exam success.

2. Rhetorical Revelations: Unpacking Argumentation for the AP Exam
Rhetorical Revelations dives deep into the core concepts of rhetoric and argumentation tested on the
AP Lang exam. It provides clear explanations of rhetorical devices, appeals, and strategies, alongside
practical examples from diverse texts. The book aims to equip students with the vocabulary and
analytical framework to dissect complex arguments effectively.

3. Sentence Structure Secrets: Crafting and Analyzing for AP Lang
This title explores the intricacies of sentence construction and analysis, a key component of AP
Language and Composition. It offers techniques for identifying sentence types, understanding their
impact on meaning, and analyzing how authors manipulate syntax for stylistic effect. The book also
provides exercises to improve students' own writing by mastering varied sentence structures.

4. Thesis Triumph: Constructing Convincing Essays on the AP Exam
Thesis Triumph is dedicated to the art of crafting strong, defensible thesis statements, the backbone
of AP Lang essays. It guides students through the process of understanding prompt analysis,
brainstorming, and developing nuanced arguments. Through illustrative examples and practice
prompts, readers will gain confidence in articulating their ideas precisely and persuasively.

5. Figurative Language Frameworks: Decoding Symbolism and Metaphor for AP Lang
This book provides a comprehensive guide to understanding and analyzing figurative language as it
appears on the AP Language exam. It demystifies concepts like metaphor, simile, symbolism, and
allusion, offering methods for interpreting their function within a text. Readers will learn to identify
these elements and explain their contribution to the author's overall message and purpose.

6. Historical Contextualization Handbook: Situating Texts for AP Lang Analysis
Historical Contextualization Handbook emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical and
cultural background of texts for AP Language and Composition. It offers strategies for researching and
integrating context into analysis, explaining how societal influences shape an author's message and



audience reception. The book helps students move beyond surface-level reading to a more profound
understanding of literary and rhetorical works.

7. Evidence Efficacy: Selecting and Supporting Claims for AP Lang Essays
This title focuses on the crucial skill of selecting and presenting effective evidence to support claims
on the AP Lang exam. It provides guidance on choosing relevant textual details, quotes, and
examples, and explains how to effectively weave them into coherent arguments. The book aims to
help students demonstrate mastery of evidence-based reasoning in their written responses.

8. Voice and Tone Variations: Articulating Authorial Style for AP Lang
Voice and Tone Variations delves into the subtle nuances of authorial voice and tone, critical elements
for AP Lang analysis. It teaches students how to identify and describe an author's attitude,
personality, and distinctive style through word choice, syntax, and other literary devices. The book
offers practical advice for discussing these aspects in both multiple-choice questions and essays.

9. Synthesis Strategies: Integrating Sources for AP Lang Success
This book is designed to help students master the synthesis essay, a cornerstone of the AP Language
and Composition exam. It breaks down the process of reading, evaluating, and integrating multiple
sources to construct a well-supported argument. Readers will learn techniques for identifying
connections between sources, developing their own position, and citing effectively.
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