2020 practice exam 1 mcq ap human geography

2020 Practice Exam 1 MCQ AP Human Geography preparation is crucial for students aiming to excel in the
AP Human Geography exam. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the 2020 AP Human
Geography Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) for Practice Exam 1, offering detailed explanations, strategic
approaches to answering common question types, and insights into the most frequently tested concepts.
Whether you're a seasoned AP student or new to the subject, understanding the structure and content of
these practice questions will significantly boost your confidence and performance. We will explore various
units, from population and migration to political geography and cultural patterns, providing a thorough

review of the material covered in the 2020 exam.
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Introduction to AP Human Geography MCQs

The AP Human Geography exam assesses a broad range of geographical concepts and their real-world
applications. The Multiple Choice Question (MCQ) section serves as a critical component, evaluating a
student's ability to analyze data, interpret maps and graphs, and apply theoretical frameworks to various
scenarios. Familiarizing oneself with the specific question formats and the breadth of topics covered is
paramount for achieving a high score. The College Board designs these questions to test not just rote

memorization, but also critical thinking and analytical skills inherent in the study of human geography.

Understanding the 2020 Practice Exam 1 Structure

The 2020 AP Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQ section typically consists of a set number of
questions, usually around 75, to be completed within a specific time frame. This structure mirrors the actual
AP exam, providing a realistic simulation for students. Understanding this format allows for effective time
management strategies during both practice sessions and the official exam. Each question is designed to
assess understanding of different units within the AP Human Geography curriculum, ensuring

comprehensive coverage.

Time Management Strategies

Effective time management is essential for success in the MCQ section. Students are generally allotted
approximately one minute per question. It is advisable to practice answering questions under timed
conditions to build stamina and efficiency. If a question proves particularly challenging, it is often best to
mark it for review and move on, rather than getting bogged down. Returning to difficult questions after

completing the easier ones can maximize the chances of answering more questions correctly.

Scoring and Weighting

The MCQ section typically accounts for a significant portion of the overall AP Human Geography exam
score, often around 50-60%. Understanding the weighting of this section emphasizes its importance in
achieving a desired AP score. While specific scoring rubrics are not publicly detailed for MCQs, performing

well on this section is a strong indicator of overall mastery of the course content.

Key Concepts Tested in the 2020 MCQ Set

The 2020 AP Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQ set covers a wide spectrum of fundamental



geographical principles. These questions often require students to connect different concepts across various
units, demonstrating a holistic understanding of the discipline. Expect questions that draw from population
distribution, migration patterns, cultural diffusion, political boundaries, urban land-use models, and the

globalization of economic activities.

Demographic Transition Model (DTM)

The Demographic Transition Model is a recurring theme in AP Human Geography MCQs. Questions will
likely assess understanding of the stages of the DTM, the factors driving transitions between stages, and the
implications of population growth rates for different countries and regions. Analyzing population pyramids

and birth/death rates in relation to the DTM is a common question format.

Cultural Diffusion and Hearth Regions

Understanding how cultural traits spread and the origins of these innovations (hearths) is critical. Practice
exams often include questions on different types of diffusion, such as contagious, hierarchical, and stimulus
diffusion, and their application to various cultural phenomena like language, religion, and technology.

Identifying hearth regions for major world religions and cultural practices is also a frequent topic.

Political Geography and State Formation

The study of political geography encompasses the spatial organization of political power. Questions in this
area might focus on concepts like nation-states, multinational states, stateless nations, boundaries, and the
impact of geopolitical theories such as Lebensraum or the Heartland theory. Understanding the forces that

shape political landscapes and territorial disputes is key.

Urban Models and Land Use

The spatial organization of cities is another major area of focus. Students should be familiar with models like
the concentric zone model, sector model, and multiple-nuclei model, understanding how they explain
urban land use patterns and the Burgess, Hoyt, and Harris and Ullman hypotheses. Questions often involve

interpreting urban land-use maps and applying these models to real-world cities.

Economic Sectors and Development

The distinction between primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary economic activities is
fundamental. MCQs might also test knowledge of economic development indicators like GDP, GNI, and

HDI, as well as theories of economic growth such as Rostow's Stages of Economic Growth and dependency



theory. Understanding the spatial distribution of economic activities and the challenges of development is

crucial.

Strategies for Tackling AP Human Geography MCQs

Excelling in AP Human Geography MCQs requires more than just knowledge; it demands strategic
approaches to problem-solving and question interpretation. Developing effective test-taking strategies can

significantly improve accuracy and speed, leading to a better overall performance.

Active Reading and Annotation

Approaching each question with active reading is vital. This involves carefully reading the question stem
and all the provided answer choices before making a selection. Underlining keywords, identifying the core
question being asked, and noting any visual aids like maps or graphs are beneficial annotation techniques.

Avoid making assumptions and ensure you understand precisely what is being asked.

Elimination of Incorrect Answers

A powerful strategy for MCQs is the process of elimination. Often, two answer choices can be confidently
ruled out. By systematically eliminating incorrect options, you narrow down the possibilities, increasing
the probability of selecting the correct answer. This is particularly useful when faced with questions where

multiple answers seem plausible at first glance.

Identifying Keywords and Concepts

AP Human Geography questions are rich with specific terminology and concepts. Being able to identify
these keywords within the question stem and answer choices is crucial. For instance, recognizing terms

non

like "centripetal force,” "relocation diffusion," or "suburbanization” allows you to quickly access relevant

knowledge and apply the appropriate theoretical framework.

Interpreting Visual Data

Many MCQs in AP Human Geography feature visual data, including maps, charts, graphs, and population
pyramids. Developing strong skills in interpreting these visuals is essential. This includes understanding
scale, projection, demographic data representation, and the spatial relationships depicted. Practice

interpreting various types of geographical data to build confidence.



Detailed Breakdown of Question Types and Topics

The 2020 Practice Exam 1 MCQ set likely features a diverse range of question types, testing various
cognitive skills. Understanding these types and the specific content they assess will prepare you for the real

exam.

Unit 1: Thinking Geographically

This unit introduces fundamental geographical concepts. Expect questions on spatial perspective, scale,
patterns, processes, and the importance of maps, including different types of maps and their uses.
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing might also be touched upon, focusing on their

application in analyzing spatial data.

Map Skills and Spatial Analysis

Questions in this area will assess your ability to interpret different map projections, understand scale and its
implications, and analyze spatial distributions. You might be asked to identify patterns of phenomena on a

given map or understand how map projections can distort reality.

Key Concepts: Space, Place, and Scale

Understanding the difference between space (an objective area) and place (a subjective meaning associated
with an area) is important. Questions may also explore how phenomena are viewed differently at various

scales, from local to global.

Unit 2: Population and Migration

This unit is a cornerstone of AP Human Geography. Expect detailed questions on population distribution,
density, growth rates, the Demographic Transition Model, and factors influencing migration. Analyzing
population pyramids, understanding fertility and mortality rates, and identifying causes and consequences

of migration are key.

Population Pyramids and Demographic Analysis

You will likely encounter questions requiring you to interpret population pyramids to infer population
structure, growth trends, and potential future challenges. Understanding concepts like dependency ratio

and sex ratio is also tested.



Causes and Consequences of Migration

Questions will probe your understanding of push and pull factors driving migration, different types of
migration (e.g., voluntary, forced, chain), and the demographic, economic, and cultural impacts of migration

on both sending and receiving countries.

Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes

This unit delves into the diversity of human cultures and how they interact and change. Topics include
language, religion, ethnicity, cultural diffusion, folk versus popular culture, and the impact of globalization

on cultural landscapes.

Language Families and Distribution

Expect questions on the origin and diffusion of major language families (e.g., Indo-European, Sino-Tibetan),

the concept of language isolates, and the impact of globalization on linguistic diversity.

Religious Hearth and Diffusion

Understanding the origins and spatial patterns of major world religions, their diffusion routes, and the role

of religion in shaping cultural landscapes and conflicts is a common theme.

Folk Culture vs. Popular Culture

Questions will differentiate between folk culture (traditionally practiced by small, homogeneous groups)
and popular culture (found in large, heterogeneous societies), examining their spatial distribution, diffusion,

and impact on the environment and social practices.

Unit 4: Political Patterns and Processes

This unit examines the spatial organization of political power and territoriality. Key concepts include states,

nations, nationalism, boundaries, geopolitics, and the impact of political systems on the landscape.

Types of Boundaries and Their Significance

Questions might assess the difference between geometric, physical, and antecedent boundaries, as well as

the political and cultural implications of boundary creation and delimitation.

Geopolitical Theories

Familiarity with theories such as Mackinder's Heartland Theory and Spykman's Rimland Theory, and how



they have influenced political thought and state behavior, is often tested.

Unit 5: Cities and the Urban Landscape

This unit focuses on the study of urban areas, including their growth, structure, and functions. Expect
questions on urban models, suburbanization, urban sprawl, gentrification, and the challenges facing cities in

the contemporary world.

Urban Land-Use Models

Thorough understanding of the concentric zone model, sector model, and multiple-nuclei model is critical,

as questions often require applying these models to analyze urban spatial organization and land values.

Global Cities and Urbanization Trends

Questions may address the concept of global cities and their role in the global economy, as well as current

trends in urbanization, particularly in developing countries, and their associated challenges.

Unit 6: Industrial and Economic Development

This unit explores the spatial distribution of economic activities, industrial location theories, and patterns of
economic development. Topics include primary, secondary, and tertiary sector activities, as well as

globalization and its economic impacts.

Industrial Location Theories

Understanding theories like Alfred Weber's model of industrial location and its factors (transportation, labor,

agglomeration) is important for answering questions about where industries locate and why.

Development and Underdevelopment

Questions will likely cover measures of development (GDP, GNI, HDI), theories of economic development
(Rostow's model, dependency theory), and the challenges faced by developing countries in achieving

economic growth.

Unit 7: Contemporary Settings and Geographies

This unit often synthesizes concepts from other units and applies them to current global issues. Expect
questions on globalization, regional economic alliances, environmental challenges, and the impact of

technology on human geography.



Globalization and its Impacts

Questions might explore the economic, cultural, and political dimensions of globalization, including its

effects on trade, labor, and cultural homogenization versus heterogenization.

Environmental Geography and Sustainability

Understanding the geographical dimensions of environmental issues such as climate change, resource

depletion, and pollution, and the concept of sustainable development, is often tested.

Mastering AP Human Geography Practice

Consistent practice is the key to mastering the AP Human Geography MCQ section. Engaging with a
variety of practice materials, including official College Board resources and reputable third-party study
guides, will expose you to a wide range of question types and difficulty levels. Aim to simulate exam

conditions as closely as possible during your practice sessions.

Utilizing Practice Exams for Success

The 2020 Practice Exam 1 MCQ set is a valuable tool for assessing your strengths and weaknesses. After
completing a practice exam, it is crucial to review your answers thoroughly, especially those you answered
incorrectly. Understanding why you made a mistake—whether it was a misunderstanding of a concept, a
misinterpretation of a question, or a time management issue—is essential for improvement. Focus your

subsequent study efforts on the areas where you struggled the most.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a key concept tested in the 2020 AP Human Geography Practice
Exam 1 MCQs related to population?

Demographic Transition Model (DTM) stages and their characteristics, including birth rates, death rates, and

natural increase.

Which aspect of cultural geography is frequently assessed in the 2020 AP
Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

The diffusion of culture, including types like contagious, hierarchical, and stimulus diffusion.



What is a common theme in the 2020 AP Human Geography Practice
Exam 1 MCQs regarding political geography?

The concept of the state, including its definition, sovereignty, and the evolution of borders.

How are economic activities typically explored in the 2020 AP Human
Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Through concepts like economic sectors (primary, secondary, tertiary, quaternary, quinary) and their

spatial distribution.

‘What urban geography topic is likely to appear in the 2020 AP Human
Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Urban models such as the Concentric Zone Model, Sector Model, and Multiple Nuclei Model, and their

relevance to city structure.

What type of development issue is often addressed in the 2020 AP
Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Development disparities between More Developed Countries (MDCs) and Less Developed Countries

(LDCs), often using indicators like the Human Development Index (HDI).

Which migration model is a recurring theme in the 2020 AP Human
Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Ravenstein's Laws of Migration, which describe patterns and characteristics of migration.

‘What geographic concept related to agriculture is commonly tested in the
2020 AP Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Von Thinen's Agricultural Land Use Model, which explains the relationship between the cost of land and

the distance to market.

How is industrialization typically analyzed in the 2020 AP Human
Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Through concepts like industrial location factors (e.g., Weber's model) and the spatial organization of

industry.



What geographic concept related to the environment is likely to be found
in the 2020 AP Human Geography Practice Exam 1 MCQs?

Environmental determinism versus possibilism, and how human actions impact the environment.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to AP Human Geography practice exams, following your specific formatting:

1. The AP Human Geography Exam: Your Ultimate Preparation Guide

This book offers comprehensive coverage of all key topics tested on the AP Human Geography exam. It
breaks down complex concepts into digestible sections, providing clear explanations and illustrative
examples. The guide includes targeted practice questions and detailed answer explanations to help students

identify and address their weaknesses, ultimately boosting their confidence for exam day.

2. Mastering the AP Human Geography Multiple Choice Section

This resource is specifically designed to hone students' skills in tackling the multiple-choice portion of the
AP Human Geography exam. It delves into common question types, effective strategies for decoding
stimulus materials, and techniques for eliminating incorrect answer choices. Through focused drills and

timed practice sets, students can significantly improve their accuracy and speed.

3. AP Human Geography: The Essential Review for Practice Exam 1 Success

This concise review book targets the core content often found in the first practice exams of AP Human
Geography preparation. It highlights fundamental concepts across population, migration, cultural patterns,
and political geography. The book includes practice questions that mimic the style and difficulty of the

actual exam, offering valuable insights into effective study methods.

4. Decoding Stimulus Materials in AP Human Geography MCQs

This specialized guide focuses on the crucial skill of interpreting various stimulus materials presented in AP
Human Geography multiple-choice questions. It provides strategies for analyzing maps, graphs, charts, and
primary source documents effectively. By practicing with a wide array of examples, students will learn to

extract relevant information and apply it to answer questions accurately.

5. Building a Strong Foundation: AP Human Geography Core Concepts

This book emphasizes the foundational knowledge required for success in AP Human Geography,
particularly as it relates to early practice exams. It systematically covers essential terms, theories, and
models that underpin the discipline. The content is presented in a clear, engaging manner with ample

opportunities for students to test their understanding and reinforce learning.

6. AP Human Geography: Targeted Practice for Demographic Analysis
This book offers focused practice on the demographic concepts frequently assessed in AP Human

Geography, especially in the initial stages of exam preparation. It covers population pyramids, birth rates,



death rates, and migration patterns with in-depth explanations. The practice questions are designed to

mirror the rigor of the AP exam's demographic sections, helping students build mastery.

7. Strategic Approaches to AP Human Geography Practice Exams

This guide provides students with proven strategies for approaching AP Human Geography practice
exams, with an emphasis on maximizing performance on the multiple-choice section. It offers time
management techniques, advice on tackling unfamiliar topics, and methods for self-assessment. The book

aims to equip students with the confidence and tactical knowledge to excel under timed conditions.

8. AP Human Geography: Visualizing Data for Exam Success

This book focuses on the critical skill of interpreting and applying data presented visually in AP Human
Geography exams. It covers techniques for analyzing choropleth maps, dot distribution maps, cartograms,
and demographic transition models. Through extensive practice with visual stimuli, students will develop a

stronger ability to connect spatial data with human geography concepts.

9. Your First AP Human Geography Practice Exam: A Step-by-Step Breakdown

This book provides a detailed walkthrough of a typical AP Human Geography practice exam, focusing on
the early sections that often assess fundamental knowledge. It offers not just answers, but also the reasoning
and conceptual understanding behind each correct response. The guide helps students understand how

topics are interconnected and how to apply learned principles to solve problems effectively.
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