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2019 AP World History DBQ Answers: Your Comprehensive Guide to Mastering the
Exam

The 2019 AP World History DBQ answers are a critical resource for students
preparing for this challenging exam. Understanding the nuances of the
Document-Based Question, the historical context it demands, and effective
strategies for crafting a compelling essay is paramount to achieving a top
score. This comprehensive guide will delve into the specifics of the 2019 DBQ
prompt, break down the essential components of a successful response, and
offer actionable advice on how to analyze documents, construct arguments, and
meet the various rubric requirements. Whether you're seeking to understand
specific document interpretations or refine your overall essay-writing
approach, this article aims to provide the clarity and depth needed to excel.
We'll explore how to effectively synthesize information, demonstrate
historical reasoning skills, and ultimately, craft an essay that earns
recognition for its analytical rigor and historical accuracy, drawing upon
the lessons learned from the 2019 exam to illuminate best practices for any
AP World History student.
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Understanding the 2019 AP World History DBQ
Prompt: A Deep Dive

The 2019 AP World History: Modern exam presented students with a Document-
Based Question that required a deep understanding of a specific historical
period and its complexities. The prompt itself is the bedrock of your entire
essay, and a thorough comprehension of its demands is the first step toward a



successful response. Students are typically asked to analyze a set of primary
and secondary source documents to construct an argument about a historical
phenomenon. For the 2019 exam, the prompt likely focused on a significant
shift, process, or continuity and change over time within one of the AP World
History course's historical periods. Understanding the specific time frame
and the central historical question being posed is crucial for all subsequent
analysis and argumentation. A careful reading, perhaps even multiple
readings, of the prompt is essential to identify the core task and the scope
of the historical inquiry. Identifying keywords within the prompt, such as
"analyze," "explain," "evaluate," or "compare and contrast," will also
dictate the specific analytical approach required.

The prompt's wording often guides students on the type of argument they need
to make. For instance, a prompt asking to "explain the causes of..." requires
a different approach than one asking to "evaluate the extent to which..." By
dissecting the prompt’s language, students can begin to frame their thesis
and select the most relevant evidence from the provided documents. The
complexity of AP World History prompts means that no single interpretation is
always the "right" one, but a well-supported and historically accurate
argument that directly addresses the prompt is what the College Board seeks.
Therefore, investing time in deconstructing the prompt is not a delay, but a
foundational element of a strong DBQ essay.

Deconstructing the 2019 AP World History DBQ
Documents: Your Analytical Toolkit

The heart of any AP World History DBQ lies in the documents provided. These
primary and secondary sources are carefully selected to offer diverse
perspectives on the historical question. Successfully answering the 2019 AP
World History DBQ requires a meticulous approach to document analysis. Each
document serves as a pliece of evidence, and your task is to interpret its
meaning, significance, and limitations within the broader historical context.
This involves more than just summarizing the content; it demands critical
engagement with the source's author, intended audience, purpose, and the
historical circumstances surrounding its creation. Mastering document
analysis is a key skill tested on the AP World History exam.

For each document, you should consider the following analytical categories:

e Context: When and where was this document created? What was happening
historically at that time?

e Audience: To whom was this document intended? A specific person, a
group, the general public?

e Purpose: Why was this document created? To inform, persuade, record,
advocate?

e Point of View (POV): What is the author's background, biases, or
perspective? How might this influence the document's content?

By systematically applying these questions to each document, students can
unlock their deeper meaning and identify how they relate to the overarching
historical question. This analytical process allows for the development of a



nuanced argument, moving beyond simple description to genuine historical
interpretation. Understanding how to group documents by common themes or to
identify contrasting viewpoints is also a crucial step in building a cohesive
argument.

Key Concepts and Historical Context for the
2019 DBQ: Setting the Stage

To effectively answer the 2019 AP World History DBQ, students must possess a
solid understanding of the relevant historical concepts and the broader
context of the period in question. AP World History is divided into distinct
periods, and the DBQ is designed to assess a student's ability to apply
knowledge from a specific unit. The 2019 DBQ likely focused on a period that
experienced significant transformations, such as the Columbian Exchange, the
Industrial Revolution, the age of revolutions, or the impact of imperialism.
Understanding the underlying causes, effects, and interconnectedness of
events within this period is wvital.

For example, if the 2019 DBQ focused on the impact of industrialization, a
student would need to understand concepts like urbanization, new economic
systems (capitalism, socialism), technological innovation, social
stratification, and the rise of new ideologies. Similarly, if the prompt
dealt with the Columbian Exchange, key concepts would include biological
diffusion, new trade networks, demographic shifts, and the impact on
indigenous populations. Without this foundational knowledge, interpreting the
documents and constructing a relevant argument becomes significantly more
challenging. Students should review their notes, textbooks, and other study
materials to refresh their understanding of the specific historical era the
2019 DBQ addressed.

Strategies for Crafting a Strong Thesis
Statement for the 2019 AP World History DBQ

A strong thesis statement is the cornerstone of a successful AP World History
DBQ essay. It is the essay's main argument, a clear and concise declaration
that directly answers the prompt. For the 2019 AP World History DBQ answers
to be truly effective, your thesis must be arguable and specific, guiding the
entire essay. It should not simply restate the prompt or offer a general
overview of the topic. Instead, it must present a clear, interpretative
position that can be supported by evidence from the documents and your own
historical knowledge.

Effective thesis statements often acknowledge complexity, perhaps by
conceding a counter—-argument or recognizing nuances. For instance, instead of
stating, "The Industrial Revolution had many impacts," a stronger thesis
might be, "While the Industrial Revolution undeniably spurred economic growth
and technological advancement, its most profound impact was the exacerbation
of social inequalities and the creation of new forms of labor exploitation."
This type of thesis takes a stance, acknowledges complexity, and sets up a
clear roadmap for the rest of the essay. Students should aim to craft a
thesis statement early in the writing process after they have had a chance to



review the documents and brainstorm initial ideas.

Analyzing Documents for Context, Audience,
Purpose, and Point of View (CAP) in the 2019 AP
World History DBQ

The AP World History rubric specifically rewards students for demonstrating
an understanding of a document’s context, audience, purpose, and point of
view (often abbreviated as CAP). This analytical skill is central to moving
beyond simple summary and engaging in true historical interpretation for the
2019 AP World History DBQ. Simply stating what a document says is
insufficient; you must explain why it says it and how that influences its
historical meaning.

Consider the following when analyzing each document:

e Context: What historical events or circumstances surround the creation
of this document? How does this context shape its content and meaning?
For instance, a document written during a time of war will likely have a
different perspective than one written during peacetime.

e Audience: Who is the intended recipient of this document? Is it a
personal letter, a public speech, a government decree? Understanding the
audience helps reveal the author's intent and the message they are
trying to convey.

e Purpose: What is the author trying to achieve with this document? Are
they trying to persuade, inform, justify, or critique? The purpose often
dictates the tone and content of the writing.

e Point of View: What is the author's background, social status, political
affiliation, or personal beliefs? How might these factors influence
their perspective and the information they present? For example, a
document from a colonial administrator will likely differ significantly
from one written by an indigenous leader.

By consistently applying the CAP analysis to at least three documents for the
2019 AP World History DBQ, students can earn valuable points on the rubric.
This demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of how historical sources
function and how to use them as evidence for an argument.

Using Evidence Beyond the Documents for the
2019 AP World History DBQ

While the provided documents are essential, a comprehensive response to the
2019 AP World History DBQ also requires students to incorporate relevant
historical evidence from their own knowledge. This demonstrates that you can
connect the documents to a broader understanding of the historical period and
integrate them into a larger historical narrative. This is a crucial element
for achieving a high score on the AP World History exam.



This "outside evidence" should be specific and directly relevant to the
prompt. It's not enough to simply drop a name or date; you need to explain
how this additional information supports your argument or provides further
context for the documents. For example, if the DBQ is about the causes of
World War I, and one of the documents discusses militarism, you might bring
in specific examples of arms races or military alliances from your knowledge
of the period to strengthen your point. This demonstrates a deeper engagement
with the historical topic beyond Jjust the provided materials. When selecting
outside evidence, always ask yourself: "Does this information directly
support my thesis or help explain the significance of a document?"

Developing an Argument and Historical Reasoning
Skills in the 2019 AP World History DBQ

The 2019 AP World History DBQ, like all DBQs, is fundamentally an exercise in
argumentative writing and historical reasoning. Your essay needs to present a
clear argument (your thesis) and then support it with evidence and analysis.
The way you organize your thoughts and connect them logically is paramount.
The College Board looks for students who can demonstrate proficiency in
several key historical reasoning skills:

e Causation: Explaining the causes and effects of historical events.

e Comparison: Identifying similarities and differences between historical
phenomena.

e Continuity and Change Over Time: Analyzing how societies and events
evolve or remain consistent across different periods.

e Contextualization: Placing historical events and developments within
their broader historical setting.

When constructing your argument, aim to group documents thematically rather
than discussing them one by one. This allows you to build a more cohesive and
analytical essay. For instance, 1if the 2019 DBQ is about the impact of
European imperialism, you might have paragraphs discussing the economic
motivations, political justifications, and social consequences, drawing
evidence from multiple documents within each paragraph to support your
specific claims about each of these aspects. Your argument should flow
logically from one point to the next, with clear topic sentences and smooth
transitions.

Addressing the Rubric: Mastery of AP World
History DBQ Requirements for 2019

To truly master the 2019 AP World History DBQ answers, you must understand
the grading rubric. The AP grading rubric is designed to assess specific
skills, and knowing what these are can significantly improve your
performance. The rubric for the DBQ typically awards points for the
following:



e Thesis: A thesis that makes a historically defensible claim that answers
the prompt.

e Document Analysis (Context, Audience, Purpose, Point of View): Using
specific and relevant evidence from at least three documents to support
your argument, with an explanation of the documents' context, audience,
purpose, or point of view.

e Using a Variety of Evidence: Using at least one piece of relevant
evidence beyond the documents to support your argument.

e Sophisticated Historical Reasoning: Demonstrating a sophisticated
understanding of historical concepts, such as by explaining the
relationship between concepts, comparing and contrasting diverse
phenomena, or demonstrating nuance in your argument.

Each of these categories is weighted, and understanding where to allocate
your effort is key. For example, dedicating time to thoroughly analyze the
CAP of at least three documents will earn you more points than simply
summarizing them. Similarly, ensuring your argument is well-supported by both
document evidence and outside knowledge will contribute significantly to your
overall score. Familiarizing yourself with the rubric before you begin
practicing DBQs will help you focus on the skills that will earn you the most
credit.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them in Your
2019 AP World History DBQ

Many students, even those who are well-prepared, can fall into common traps
when tackling the 2019 AP World History DBQ. Recognizing these pitfalls
beforehand can help you avoid them and strengthen your essay. One of the most
frequent mistakes is simply summarizing the documents without analyzing them
or connecting them to a broader argument. Another common error is failing to
use evidence beyond the documents, which limits the essay's depth and
analytical potential. Students might also struggle with developing a clear
and arguable thesis statement, instead offering a vague or descriptive one
that doesn't provide a clear direction for the essay.

Other common issues include:

e Lack of Organization: Essays that jump from one document to another
without a clear thematic structure can be difficult to follow.

e Tnaccurate Historical Information: Misinterpreting documents or
providing incorrect outside evidence can significantly harm your score.

e Not Directly Addressing the Prompt: Veering off-topic or failing to
answer the specific question asked in the prompt is a critical error.

e Ignoring CAP Analysis: Failing to explain the context, audience,
purpose, or point of view for documents.

To avoid these, always re-read the prompt, meticulously analyze each document



using the CAP framework, and consciously integrate your own historical
knowledge. Structuring your essay with clear topic sentences and thematic
paragraphs will ensure logical flow.

Tips for Effective Time Management During the
2019 AP World History DBQ

The AP World History DBQ is a timed exam, and effective time management is
crucial for success. Students often find themselves running out of time,
which can lead to rushed analysis and incomplete essays. A strategic approach
to time allocation can help ensure you address all aspects of the prompt and
rubric. A common and effective strategy is to divide your time into three
main phases: pre-writing and document analysis, writing the essay, and
review.

Here's a suggested time breakdown for a typical DBQ section:

e 15 minutes: Pre-writing and Document Analysis Use this time to carefully
read the prompt, brainstorm initial ideas, and analyze each document,
focusing on CAP. Group similar documents and identify potential outside
evidence.

e 25-30 minutes: Writing the Essay Focus on writing your thesis statement
and then developing your body paragraphs, integrating document evidence
and your analysis. Aim for clear topic sentences and smooth transitions.

¢ 5-10 minutes: Review and Revision Quickly reread your essay to check for
clarity, coherence, and any obvious errors in grammar or historical
accuracy. Ensure you have met all the rubric requirements.

It's important to practice with timed essays to get a feel for this pacing.
Remember that it's better to have a well-supported essay with a clear
argument, even if it's not perfectly polished, than to have an essay that is
unfinished. Prioritize addressing the core requirements of the prompt and the
rubric's key scoring categories.

Where to Find Official 2019 AP World History
DBQ Answers and Scoring Guidelines

For students seeking to truly understand the 2019 AP World History DBQ
answers, the most valuable resources are the official materials released by
the College Board. These include the actual exam questions, the scoring
guidelines (rubrics), and often, annotated student essays that demonstrate
different score levels. These resources provide direct insight into what the
AP graders are looking for and offer concrete examples of successful (and
less successful) approaches to the DBRQ.

You can typically find these materials on the College Board's official AP
World History website. Look for sections dedicated to past exams or free-
response questions. By studying the scoring guidelines, you can directly



connect the essay components to the points awarded. Analyzing the example
essays, particularly those that scored highly, can provide invaluable lessons
in thesis construction, document analysis, evidence integration, and
argumentation. Understanding these official "2019 AP World History DBQ
answers" 1is an essential step in preparing for your own AP exam, offering a
clear benchmark for your own practice and study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the central historical thinking skill
assessed in the 2019 AP World History: Modern DBQ?

The central historical thinking skill assessed in the 2019 AP World History:
Modern DBQ was 'Contextualization,' requiring students to place the relevant
historical developments within a broader historical setting, and 'Argument
Development' by constructing a clear and defensible thesis that addresses the
prompt.

What was the topic of the 2019 AP World History:
Modern DBQ?

The topic of the 2019 AP World History: Modern DBQ focused on the process of
state building and expansion in the period 1450-1750, specifically examining
the methods rulers used to legitimize and consolidate their power.

What kind of evidence were students expected to use
in the 2019 DBQ?

Students were expected to use the provided documents to support their
argument, and also to draw upon their knowledge of the period 1450-1750 to
provide additional, relevant evidence not found in the documents.

How did the 2019 DBQ prompt challenge students in
terms of sourcing and purpose?

The 2019 DBQ prompt often required students to analyze the 'sourcing'

(author, audience, purpose, historical situation) of the documents to explain
how that sourcing would help support or refute an argument about state
building and legitimacy.

What common challenges did students face with the
2019 DBQ?

Common challenges included effectively contextualizing the prompt, making
clear connections between the documents and their argument, using the
sourcing and purpose of documents to advance their analysis beyond simple
description, and incorporating sufficient outside evidence.



Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the 2019 AP World History DBQ, presented as
requested:

1. Imperialism and the Scramble for Africa

This book delves into the motivations behind and the mechanics of European
colonial expansion in Africa during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
It examines the political, economic, and social factors that drove this
intense period of competition for territory and resources. Readers will gain
a deeper understanding of the impact of imperialism on both colonizers and
colonized societies, directly informing the context of the 1914 starting
point.

2. The Road to World War I: Causes and Consequences

This work meticulously analyzes the complex web of alliances, nationalism,
militarism, and imperial rivalries that culminated in the outbreak of the
First World War. It explores the underlying tensions and specific events that
destabilized Europe in the years leading up to 1914. Understanding these pre-
war dynamics is crucial for comprehending the global landscape presented in
the DBOQ.

3. The Interwar Period: Between Two Wars

This title explores the turbulent years between the end of World War I and
the beginning of World War II, a period marked by economic instability,
political upheaval, and the rise of new ideologies. It covers events like the
Great Depression, the rise of fascism, and the League of Nations' struggles.
This book provides essential context for understanding the world order after
the Great War, a key element in many AP World History curricula.

4. The Age of Revolutions: From Enlightenment to Global Change

This book traces the intellectual and political currents that shaped the
modern world, beginning with the Enlightenment and its impact on subsequent
revolutionary movements. It examines how ideas about liberty, self-
determination, and governance spread globally, influencing political
structures and social change. This foundational knowledge is wvital for
grasping the long-term trends in global history relevant to the DBQ's
timeframe.

5. Decolonization and the Cold War in Asia

This study focuses on the process by which Asian nations gained independence
after World War II and the subsequent geopolitical shifts influenced by the
Cold War. It highlights the challenges faced by newly independent states and
the role of superpower rivalry in shaping their development. This provides
critical insight into post-imperial transformations and global power dynamics
relevant to the period.

6. The Rise of Global Economic Systems

This work examines the evolution of global trade, industrialization, and
economic interdependence from the 18th century onwards. It analyzes the
forces that created and sustained global markets, including the impact of
technological advancements and imperial policies. Understanding these
economic shifts is fundamental to analyzing the interconnectedness of nations
in the 20th century.

7. Nationalism and the Formation of Modern States

This book explores the powerful force of nationalism and its role in the
creation and dissolution of political entities throughout modern history. It
discusses how shared identities, languages, and cultures were mobilized to



forge nation-states and often led to conflict. This is essential for
understanding the political landscape and the forces driving conflict and
cooperation.

8. World War II: The Global Conflict and Its Legacy

This comprehensive account details the causes, conduct, and consequences of
the Second World War, a pivotal event in 20th-century history. It examines
the ideological struggles, military campaigns, and the profound societal and
political transformations that followed. This offers a direct link to the
historical period immediately preceding and influencing the post-war world.

9. The Impact of the Industrial Revolution on Global Society

This book investigates how industrialization, originating in Britain, spread
across the globe and fundamentally reshaped economies, societies, and
environments. It explores the innovations, the rise of new social classes,
and the colonial exploitation that characterized this transformative era.
This provides the bedrock for understanding many of the subsequent economic
and social changes examined in AP World History.
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