
20 names of god in urhobo language
Introduction

20 names of God in Urhobo language represent a profound testament to the rich spiritual heritage
and cultural worldview of the Urhobo people of Nigeria. These sacred appellations offer a window into
the attributes, powers, and multifaceted relationship the Urhobo community perceives with the divine.
Understanding these names is not merely an academic exercise; it's an immersion into the core
beliefs that shape their lives, their traditions, and their understanding of the universe. This
comprehensive article delves into twenty significant Urhobo names for God, exploring their meanings,
their theological implications, and their relevance in contemporary Urhobo society. We will uncover
the depth of meaning embedded within each name, highlighting the diverse ways the Urhobo people
acknowledge and revere the Supreme Being, often referred to as Oghorho. Prepare to embark on a
journey of spiritual discovery as we explore these powerful and evocative divine titles.
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Understanding the Divine: The Urhobo Concept of God

The Urhobo people possess a sophisticated and profound understanding of the divine, centered
around a supreme, omnipresent, and omnipotent being. This being is the ultimate source of all
existence, the architect of the universe, and the sustainer of life. Unlike some other religious
traditions, the Urhobo concept of God is not anthropomorphic in the sense of being confined to human
limitations; rather, God is understood as an infinite, transcendent entity that permeates all of
creation. The Urhobo cosmology acknowledges the existence of intermediary spiritual beings, such as
ancestors and various divinities, but these are understood as servants or manifestations of the
Supreme Being, rather than equal or independent powers. The core belief is that all blessings,
guidance, and salvation ultimately flow from the one true God. This understanding forms the bedrock
of Urhobo religious thought and practice.

The Urhobo term for God, most commonly Oghorho, encapsulates this multifaceted nature. It speaks
to a being that is beyond human comprehension, yet intimately involved in the lives of individuals and
the community. The reverence and respect accorded to Oghorho are evident in their daily prayers,
rituals, and the way they interpret life's events. Whether facing prosperity or adversity, the Urhobo
people often turn to God, acknowledging His sovereignty and seeking His intervention. This belief
system fosters a sense of responsibility and accountability, as individuals understand that their
actions are observed by the divine, and that their relationship with God influences their destiny.



Exploring 20 Names of God in Urhobo Language

Delving into the 20 names of God in Urhobo language reveals the depth and richness of their
theological expressions. Each name is a theological statement, a descriptor that highlights a specific
attribute or function of the Supreme Being. These appellations are not mere labels but are invoked
during prayer, worship, and times of need, serving to strengthen faith and connect believers with the
divine power they represent. Through these names, the Urhobo people articulate their understanding
of God's role in creation, sustenance, judgment, and redemption. They reflect a deep spiritual
consciousness and a profound respect for the divine order.

The use of these names in Urhobo worship is a living testament to their enduring significance. They
are woven into the fabric of daily life, offering comfort in sorrow, strength in weakness, and guidance
in uncertainty. The recitation of these divine titles is an act of worship, a declaration of faith, and a
petition for divine favor. The diversity of these names underscores the holistic nature of the Urhobo
understanding of God, acknowledging His power in creation, His justice in judgment, and His love in
sustenance.

1. Oghorho: The Ultimate Reality

Oghorho is perhaps the most widely recognized and encompassing name for God in the Urhobo
language. It signifies the supreme, all-encompassing reality, the absolute being from whom all things
originate and to whom all things return. This name speaks to God's transcendence, His existence
beyond the physical realm, and His ultimate authority over the cosmos. When the Urhobo people
invoke Oghorho, they acknowledge the uncaused cause, the prime mover, and the ground of all
being. It is a name that commands the utmost reverence and signifies the totality of divine power and
existence.

2. Eruvwu: The Creator

Eruvwu directly translates to "The Creator." This name highlights God's role as the divine architect
and maker of the universe and everything within it. It emphasizes His power to bring forth existence
from nothingness, to design and fashion the world with wisdom and purpose. The invocation of
Eruvwu often accompanies reflections on the marvels of creation, acknowledging the divine artistry
evident in the natural world, from the vastness of the skies to the intricate details of life. It is a name
that evokes awe and wonder at the divine act of creation.

3. Ufuoma: The Giver of Peace

Ufuoma signifies "The Giver of Peace." In a world often fraught with conflict and turmoil, this name is
a cherished assurance of divine tranquility and harmony. It speaks to God's ability to bring peace to
troubled hearts, to resolve disputes, and to establish order and serenity. Prayers invoking Ufuoma are
often offered during times of personal distress, community strife, or whenever a sense of calm and
reconciliation is sought. It reflects the Urhobo understanding of God as the ultimate source of inner



peace and societal harmony.

4. Ivbiye: The Father of All

Ivbiye translates to "The Father of All." This name emphasizes God's paternal nature, His role as the
ultimate progenitor and protector of all creation, including humanity. It conveys a sense of intimate
connection, care, and benevolent authority, much like a loving father provides for his children.
Invoking Ivbiye signifies reliance on God for guidance, provision, and protection, acknowledging His
fatherly love and commitment to His creations. It underscores a deeply personal relationship with the
divine.

5. Oghene: The Sovereign Lord

Oghene means "The Sovereign Lord." This appellation asserts God's absolute dominion and supreme
authority over all things. It highlights His kingship, His ultimate rule, and His unquestionable power.
Oghene is a name that commands obedience and loyalty, recognizing God as the ultimate ruler whose
will is paramount. It is often invoked in contexts where authority, governance, and the establishment
of righteous order are discussed, emphasizing God's ultimate sovereignty.

6. Ometan: The Everlasting One

Ometan signifies "The Everlasting One" or "The Eternal One." This name points to God's timeless
existence, His nature as being without beginning or end. It assures believers of God's unchanging
nature, His perpetual presence, and His enduring faithfulness. The invocation of Ometan offers
comfort in the face of impermanence and change, reminding followers that God is a constant and
reliable presence throughout all of time. It speaks to His immutability and eternal relevance.

7. Imoni: The All-Knowing

Imoni translates to "The All-Knowing" or "The Omniscient One." This name underscores God's
complete knowledge of all things – past, present, and future. It acknowledges His perfect
understanding of every heart, every thought, and every action. Invoking Imoni expresses faith in
God's wisdom and His ability to guide and direct affairs with perfect insight. It assures believers that
they are never truly alone, as God understands their situation completely.

8. Okpara: The Firstborn

Okpara means "The Firstborn." While often associated with the firstborn son in a human family, in the
divine context, Okpara signifies God's preeminence, His supreme status, and His seniority in the order
of existence. It can also refer to His role as the firstborn of all creation, the chief among all beings.



This name emphasizes God's unique position of honor and authority within the spiritual realm and His
foundational role in the cosmic order.

9. Edjeru: The Protector

Edjeru translates to "The Protector." This name highlights God's role as the guardian and defender of
His people. It assures believers that God watches over them, shields them from harm, and keeps
them safe from all dangers, both seen and unseen. The invocation of Edjeru is common during times
of vulnerability, danger, or when seeking divine safeguarding. It speaks to God's vigilance and His
commitment to the well-being of those who trust in Him.

10. Ukere: The Source of Power

Ukere means "The Source of Power." This name signifies that all strength, might, and ability originate
from God. It recognizes Him as the ultimate wellspring of all energy and capability. Whether for
physical strength, spiritual fortitude, or the power to overcome challenges, believers turn to Ukere.
This appellation emphasizes God's omnipotence and His capacity to empower His followers to
accomplish His will.

11. Isire: The Sustainer

Isire translates to "The Sustainer." This name emphasizes God's role in providing for and maintaining
all of creation. It speaks to His continuous provision of life, sustenance, and the resources needed for
existence. The invocation of Isire often accompanies prayers for provision, acknowledging God as the
one who nourishes and upholds life in all its forms. It highlights His constant involvement in the
ongoing processes of the universe.

12. Ovietie: The Provider

Ovietie means "The Provider." Similar to Isire, this name specifically highlights God's generosity and
His active role in supplying the needs of His people. It emphasizes His benevolence and His
willingness to grant blessings and provisions according to His divine plan. Prayers addressed to
Ovietie are often for material needs, opportunities, and blessings that contribute to a life of well-being
and fulfillment, reflecting faith in His abundant generosity.

13. Ememe: The Great One

Ememe translates to "The Great One." This appellation acknowledges God's immense stature, His
grandeur, and His unparalleled greatness. It is a declaration of His magnificence and His supreme
importance above all else. The invocation of Ememe is an expression of profound awe and worship,



recognizing the unfathomable magnitude of God's being and His supreme significance in the universe.

14. Evworha: The Breath of Life

Evworha means "The Breath of Life." This name powerfully symbolizes God's role in animating and
giving life to all living beings. It highlights the divine spark that animates creation, the very essence of
existence that God bestows. The invocation of Evworha can be a prayer for renewed vitality, spiritual
awakening, or a recognition of the life-giving power that sustains all creatures, connecting breath with
divine spirit.

15. Ogharefe: The Merciful One

Ogharefe translates to "The Merciful One." This name emphasizes God's compassion, His clemency,
and His willingness to forgive. It speaks to His tenderheartedness and His inclination to show kindness
and understanding, even when His justice might demand otherwise. Invoking Ogharefe is a plea for
mercy, forgiveness, and leniency, particularly in times of repentance or when facing consequences. It
highlights God's benevolent and forgiving nature.

16. Uweya: The Upholder

Uweya means "The Upholder." This name signifies God's continuous support and maintenance of the
universe and its inhabitants. It recognizes Him as the force that keeps everything in its proper place
and functioning according to divine order. Uweya is invoked to express trust in God's constancy and
His ability to keep things from falling apart, highlighting His role in maintaining cosmic and personal
stability.

17. Odjagbe: The Wise Counsel

Odjagbe translates to "The Wise Counsel." This name highlights God's perfect wisdom and His role as
the ultimate source of sound advice and prudent guidance. It acknowledges His ability to provide
insight, discernment, and clarity in all matters. When faced with difficult decisions or complex
situations, the Urhobo people might turn to Odjagbe for divine wisdom and direction, trusting in His
perfect understanding.

18. Okoro: The Valiant Warrior

Okoro means "The Valiant Warrior" or "The Strong Man." This name portrays God as a powerful and
courageous fighter who battles against evil, injustice, and all opposing forces. It signifies His might
and His ability to triumph over adversaries. Invoking Okoro is often an expression of faith in God's
power to overcome challenges and protect His people from spiritual and physical battles.



19. Uruese: The Giver of Grace

Uruese translates to "The Giver of Grace." This name emphasizes God's unmerited favor and His
benevolent bestowal of gifts, blessings, and divine assistance. It highlights His kindness and His
willingness to grant favor that is not earned but freely given. Praying to Uruese is an acknowledgment
of dependence on God's graciousness for salvation, strength, and spiritual blessings, recognizing His
boundless generosity.

20. Ovwomaro: The Unseen Hand

Ovwomaro signifies "The Unseen Hand." This evocative name refers to God's subtle yet powerful
influence and intervention in the affairs of the world and in the lives of individuals. It acknowledges
His presence and action, even when not directly perceived or understood by human senses. The
invocation of Ovwomaro reflects a belief in God's constant, behind-the-scenes guidance and
providential care, working in ways that may be mysterious but are ultimately purposeful.

The Significance of These Divine Names in Urhobo
Culture

The 20 names of God in Urhobo language are far more than mere labels; they are theologically
rich descriptors that form the bedrock of Urhobo spiritual understanding and cultural expression. Each
name serves as a key to unlocking a deeper appreciation of God's attributes and His multifaceted
relationship with humanity. In Urhobo culture, the proper invocation of these names is considered
vital for effective prayer, worship, and the seeking of divine intervention. They are not only used in
formal religious ceremonies but are also woven into the fabric of daily life, from personal devotion to
communal gatherings.

These names act as theological summaries, encapsulating the Urhobo people's understanding of
God's power in creation, His role in sustenance, His justice in judgment, and His mercy in forgiveness.
They are a testament to the community's deep spiritual heritage, providing comfort in times of
adversity, strength in weakness, and guidance in uncertainty. The consistent use and reverence for
these divine appellations reflect a worldview where the divine is intimately involved in every aspect of
existence, shaping destinies and influencing the course of events.

Urhobo Worship Practices and Divine Names

Urhobo worship practices are deeply intertwined with the invocation and understanding of these
sacred names. During religious ceremonies, whether it's a communal prayer meeting, a funeral rite,
or a festival, specific names of God are often called upon based on the nature of the occasion and the
blessings being sought. For instance, during times of hardship or danger, Edjeru (The Protector) or
Okoro (The Valiant Warrior) might be emphasized. In moments of thanksgiving or when seeking



prosperity, Ovietie (The Provider) or Isire (The Sustainer) would be central.

The use of these names is not merely rote recitation; it is often accompanied by deep contemplation
of the attributes they represent. Hymns, songs, and prayers frequently incorporate these divine titles,
creating a rich tapestry of devotional expression. The ancestral veneration within Urhobo tradition
also acknowledges that ancestors are intermediaries who bring petitions to the Supreme Being,
whose names are central to this communication. This underscores the hierarchical yet interconnected
nature of the Urhobo spiritual cosmos, with Oghorho at the apex.

Connecting with the Divine: Personal and Communal
Worship

The 20 names of God in Urhobo language serve as powerful conduits for connecting with the
divine on both personal and communal levels. On a personal level, individuals might meditate on a
particular name of God that resonates with their current needs or spiritual state. For instance,
someone facing anxiety might find solace in contemplating Ufuoma (The Giver of Peace), while
someone feeling weak might draw strength from Ukere (The Source of Power).

Communally, these names foster a shared sense of identity and purpose. During worship services, the
collective invocation of God's names strengthens the bonds within the community and unites them in
their devotion. This shared spiritual language and understanding create a powerful collective
consciousness, reinforcing their faith and their reliance on the Supreme Being for guidance,
protection, and sustenance. The consistent use of these names ensures that the core tenets of their
faith remain vibrant and relevant across generations, preserving a profound spiritual heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most commonly used name for God in Urhobo and
what does it signify?
The most commonly used name for God in Urhobo is 'Oghodologbo'. It signifies 'The Great God' or
'The Almighty God', reflecting His supreme power and vastness.

How does the Urhobo name for God, 'Eruvwu', differ in
meaning from other attributes?
'Eruvwu' means 'The Creator' in Urhobo. While other names emphasize His power or omnipresence,
'Eruvwu' specifically highlights His role in bringing all things into existence.

What is the significance of the name 'Uvworo' for God in



Urhobo culture?
'Uvworo' translates to 'The Provider' or 'The Sustainer'. This name underscores the belief that God is
the source of all blessings and sustenance, responsible for the well-being of His creation.

Can you explain the meaning behind the Urhobo name for
God, 'Ivwriemu'?
'Ivwriemu' means 'My Helper' or 'The One Who Helps Me'. This personal and intimate name reflects a
direct relationship with God, acknowledging His support and intervention in individual lives.

What does the Urhobo name 'Ogorata' imply about God's
nature?
'Ogorata' means 'The Wise One' or 'The Prudent One'. This name emphasizes God's perfect wisdom,
His ability to make sound judgments, and His understanding of all matters.

In Urhobo tradition, what is the implication of referring to God
as 'Ese'?
'Ese' means 'The Deliverer' or 'The Savior'. This name highlights God's role in rescuing His people
from difficulties, dangers, and oppressive situations, reflecting His protective nature.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Urhobo names of God, each starting with "" and followed by a short
description:

1. _Eghẹnmọ Ovie: The Sovereign Ruler_
This book delves into the absolute authority of God as the ultimate King. It explores theological
concepts of divine sovereignty, His unquestionable power over creation, and the implications of His
rule for human life and destiny. Readers will find profound meditations on His unchanging nature and
His ultimate control.

2. _Oritsegbubem: God is My Sustainer_
This title focuses on the nurturing and provision of God in the lives of His people. It examines biblical
and theological perspectives on God as the source of all sustenance, both physical and spiritual. The
book offers comfort and encouragement through stories and reflections on divine faithfulness in times
of need.

3. _Uwovwigho: The Light of the World_
This work explores the illuminating presence of God in the darkness of the world. It discusses how
God's truth, love, and guidance pierce through ignorance and despair. The book uses scriptural
examples and theological insights to demonstrate God's role in revealing truth and offering hope.

4. _Ekreghẹ: The Creator of All_
This book is a theological exploration of God as the origin of everything in existence. It contemplates



the power and wisdom behind creation, from the vast cosmos to the intricate details of life. Through
engaging prose, the author examines the attributes of God demonstrated in His creative acts.

5. _Oviosẹ: God is My Shield_
This title highlights God's protective and defensive nature towards His followers. It explores the
spiritual warfare and challenges believers face, and how God serves as their ultimate defense against
harm and evil. The book offers a message of security and confidence in divine protection.

6. _Ukpe: The Mighty One_
This book focuses on the immense power and strength of God. It examines the ways in which His
might is displayed throughout scripture and in the natural world. The author invites readers to ponder
the awesome capabilities of God and find strength in His power.

7. _Ovie'rẹ: My King and My Lord_
This title emphasizes the dual aspects of God's authority and His intimate relationship with believers.
It explores the reverence and devotion due to Him as King, alongside the personal lordship He exerts
in the hearts of His people. The book encourages a deeper understanding of submission and personal
connection to God.

8. _Urhievwẹ: God is My Guide_
This work centers on God's role in providing direction and wisdom for human lives. It explores how
God leads individuals through their journey, offering discernment in decision-making and purpose.
The book offers practical guidance and spiritual insights for navigating life's path.

9. _Oghẹre: God is My Hope_
This title delves into the concept of God as the ultimate source of hope, especially in difficult
circumstances. It examines how faith in God provides a foundation for optimism and perseverance
through trials. The book aims to instill a resilient and unwavering hope grounded in God's promises.
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