20 most evil woman in history

The topic of the 20 most evil women in history is a dark but fascinating exploration into the
depths of human cruelty and the impact individuals can have, regardless of gender.
Throughout recorded time, certain women have wielded power and influence in ways that
have brought immense suffering to countless lives. This article delves into the lives and
deeds of some of history's most notorious female figures, examining the nature of their
transgressions, the historical context in which they operated, and the legacies they left
behind. We will explore figures from various eras and cultures, understanding the
motivations behind their actions, the extent of their ruthlessness, and the enduring impact
of their malevolence.
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Exploring the Darker Side of Female Influence:
Identifying Historical Figures

When discussing the 20 most evil women in history, it's crucial to approach the subject with
a nuanced understanding of historical context and the complexities of human behavior. The
label of "evil" itself is subjective, often applied retrospectively to individuals whose actions
have caused widespread suffering or demonstrated profound moral depravity. This
exploration aims to present a collection of women whose documented deeds have led them
to be widely regarded as among the most malevolent figures in historical records. We will
examine their roles, their methods, and the devastating consequences of their choices,
providing a broad overview of their impact on the societies they inhabited.

The Nature of Evil: Beyond Gender Stereotypes

The concept of evil is not exclusive to any gender. Throughout history, both men and
women have committed acts of unimaginable cruelty. When examining the 20 most evil



women in history, it's important to avoid perpetuating stereotypes. Instead, we should
focus on the specific actions and motivations that led to their notoriety. Their capacity for
inflicting harm is a testament to the complex psychological and social factors that can
contribute to extreme behavior, irrespective of societal expectations placed upon women.

Early Figures of Infamy: Ancient and Medieval
Periods

History is replete with accounts of powerful women who, in their pursuit of power, pleasure,
or revenge, inflicted immense suffering. These early figures often operated within societies
where female power was either exceptional or tightly controlled, making their
transgressions even more striking.

Agrippina the Younger: The Scheming Empress

Agrippina the Younger, mother of the Roman Emperor Nero, was a figure of immense
ambition and ruthlessness in the 1st century AD. She was instrumental in her son's rise to
power, even allegedly poisoning her second husband, Emperor Claudius, to secure Nero's
succession. Her political maneuvering and alleged involvement in further assassinations
paint a grim picture of a woman who stopped at nothing to achieve her dynastic goals. Her
ambition and willingness to commit heinous acts for power solidify her place among
historical figures of infamy.

Catherine the Great: The Enlightened Tyrant

While often celebrated for her patronage of the arts and her intellectual prowess, Catherine
the Great of Russia also presided over a period of significant repression and expansion. The
Pugachev Rebellion, a massive peasant uprising during her reign, was brutally suppressed,
leading to the deaths of thousands. Furthermore, her serfdom policies intensified the
subjugation of millions of peasants. Her reign, though marked by cultural achievements,
also demonstrated a cold calculation and a willingness to maintain power through harsh
means, placing her on lists of historical figures who caused considerable suffering.

Empress Wu Zetian: The Ruthless Unifier

Wu Zetian, the only female emperor in Chinese history, ruled during the Tang Dynasty. Her
ascension to power was marked by a series of ruthless political purges and the elimination
of rivals. Accounts suggest she was responsible for the deaths of many members of the
imperial family and political opponents. Her methods were often described as cunning and
cruel, designed to consolidate her authority and maintain her unprecedented position. Her
determination to rule and the severity of her actions in achieving it are undeniable.



Murasaki Shikibu: The Enigmatic Scribe (A nuanced
perspective)

While not directly associated with acts of physical violence, Murasaki Shikibu, author of
"The Tale of Genji," is sometimes included in discussions of historical influence due to the
societal impact of her writings. Her portrayal of courtly life, while celebrated for its literary
merit, also implicitly captured the intricate power dynamics and subtle cruelties of the
Heian period, where social maneuvering and psychological manipulation were
commonplace. Her inclusion is more about the commentary on societal structures that
fostered hardship, rather than direct personal malice.

The Reign of Terror: Women in Power and Their
Cruelties

Throughout history, women who have held positions of significant authority have, in some
instances, demonstrated a capacity for cruelty that rivals that of their male counterparts.
Their reigns are often marked by political intrigue, the suppression of dissent, and the
personal indulgence in behaviors that led to widespread suffering.

Queen Isabella | of Castile: The Architect of the
Inquisition

Queen Isabella | of Castile, alongside her husband Ferdinand Il of Aragon, played a pivotal
role in the Spanish Inquisition. This institution was responsible for the persecution, torture,
and execution of thousands of Jews, Muslims, and later Protestants who were accused of
heresy. Isabella’s devout religious convictions, coupled with her political ambition, led to
policies that inflicted immense religious and cultural persecution, leaving a dark stain on
Spanish history and her legacy.

Empress Theodora: The Byzantine Powerhouse

Empress Theodora, wife of Emperor Justinian I, was a formidable figure in the Byzantine
Empire. While she is credited with advocating for women's rights and influencing Justinian's
policies, she also exhibited a ruthless streak. During the Nika riots, when many advised
Justinian to flee Constantinople, Theodora famously urged him to stay and fight, reportedly
stating, "Royalty is a good burial shroud." Her decisive, albeit brutal, stance helped quell
the rebellion, but it also led to a violent crackdown and significant loss of life.

Bloody Mary: The Persecutor of Protestants

Queen Mary | of England, often referred to as "Bloody Mary," earned her notorious

nickname through the violent persecution of Protestants during her reign. Driven by her
fervent Catholic faith, she oversaw the burning of hundreds of religious dissenters at the
stake. Her attempts to re-establish Catholicism were met with fierce resistance, and her



response was one of extreme intolerance and brutality, leaving a lasting legacy of religious
conflict.

Catherine de' Medici: The Serpent Queen

Catherine de' Medici, Queen of France, was a powerful and often controversial figure during
the French Wars of Religion. Her political maneuvering was often characterized by cunning
and a willingness to exploit religious tensions for her own gain. She is widely associated
with the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre in 1572, a horrific event where thousands of
Huguenots (French Protestants) were systematically slaughtered. While her direct
involvement is debated, her influence and perceived complicity place her among history's
most feared female figures.

Modern Era Atrocities: Twentieth-Century
Notoriety

The 20th century, despite its advancements, also witnessed horrific acts perpetrated by
individuals, including women. These figures often operated within totalitarian regimes or
ideologies that normalized extreme violence.

lilsa Koch: The Bitch of Buchenwald

llsa Koch, the wife of SS camp commandant Karl Koch, was a notorious figure at the
Buchenwald concentration camp during the Nazi era. She was known for her sadistic cruelty
towards prisoners, allegedly ordering the creation of lampshades and other items made
from human skin. Her depravity and the suffering she inflicted on defenseless individuals in
the concentration camp system are among the most chilling examples of individual evil in
modern history.

Erzsébet Bathory: The Blood Countess

While her existence and the extent of her crimes are debated by some historians, Erzsébet
Bathory, a Hungarian noblewoman in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, is often cited
as one of history's most prolific female serial killers. Legend claims she tortured and
murdered hundreds of young women, bathing in their blood in a macabre attempt to retain
her youth. The sheer volume and barbarity of the alleged crimes, even if embellished, have
cemented her place in the annals of infamy.

Draza Mihailovi¢'s Female Associates (A collective view
on wartime atrocities)

While not a single individual, it's important to acknowledge the documented instances of
female participation in atrocities committed by Chetnik forces under Draza Mihailovi¢



during World War II. Reports and testimonies from the period detail instances of women
involved in acts of violence, ethnic cleansing, and collaboration with Axis forces in certain
regions. These instances highlight how political ideologies and wartime conditions can lead
individuals of any gender to commit horrific acts.

Marie LaVeau (a more complex historical interpretation)

Marie LaVeau, a prominent Voodoo priestess in 19th-century New Orleans, is a figure whose
historical perception is complex. While revered by some for her spiritual leadership and
community support, she has also been the subject of fearful tales and accusations of dark
magic and malevolent influence. Some historical accounts, often tinged with the prejudices
of the time, portray her as a sinister figure. However, a more nuanced view acknowledges
the societal fear and misinformation surrounding Voodoo practices, making her inclusion a
point for historical discussion rather than definitive condemnation.

Myra Hindley: The Moors Murderer

Myra Hindley, along with her partner lan Brady, was responsible for a series of horrific child
murders in England during the 1960s, known as the Moors Murders. Her cold-blooded
participation in the torture and murder of young children, and her apparent lack of remorse,
made her one of the most reviled criminals in British history. Her active role in the planning
and execution of these heinous crimes underscores a profound capacity for cruelty.

Aileen Wuornos: The Serial Killer Tourist

Aileen Wuornos, an American serial killer, murdered seven men in Florida between 1989
and 1990. She claimed self-defense for most of her killings, arguing that her victims had
attempted to rape or rob her. However, the brutality of her methods and the number of
lives she took solidified her reputation as a dangerous and remorseless killer. Her case
sparked debates about self-defense, mental health, and the nature of violence.

Delphine LaLaurie: The New Orleans Sadist

Madame Delphine LalLaurie was a wealthy socialite in 19th-century New Orleans, infamous
for her alleged extreme cruelty to her slaves. Accounts from survivors and those who broke
into her mansion described horrific torture chambers and the starvation and mutilation of
her enslaved people. While some aspects of her story have been debated and potentially
sensationalized, the historical consensus points to a woman who inflicted unspeakable
suffering upon those under her power.

The Psychological Underpinnings of Extreme



Cruelty

Understanding the 20 most evil women in history also involves a consideration of the
psychological factors that might contribute to such extreme behavior. While a definitive
diagnosis for historical figures is impossible, certain traits are often associated with
individuals who commit widespread harm.

Narcissistic Personality Disorder and Psychopathy

Conditions like Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) and psychopathy are often linked to
individuals who lack empathy, exhibit a grandiose sense of self-importance, and have a
disregard for the rights and feelings of others. These traits can manifest as manipulative
behavior, a tendency to exploit others, and a lack of remorse for their actions, which are
common characteristics observed in many historical figures who caused great suffering.

The Role of Power and Opportunity

The acquisition of power and the presence of opportunity can significantly amplify an
individual's capacity for cruelty. For women in historical contexts, gaining power often
meant navigating highly patriarchal systems, and the methods employed to achieve and
maintain that power could be extreme. Similarly, opportunities presented by war, political
upheaval, or social unrest can create environments where individuals feel emboldened to
act on their darker impulses.

The Influence of Ideology and Belief Systems

Strong ideological or religious convictions can, in some instances, be twisted to justify
horrific acts. When individuals believe they are acting on behalf of a higher cause or a
divinely ordained purpose, their capacity for empathy can be diminished, allowing them to
rationalize and perpetrate acts that would otherwise be considered morally reprehensible.
This was evident in the persecution carried out in the name of religious purity or political
ideology.

The Enduring Fascination with Historical Villains

The study of the 20 most evil women in history taps into a deep-seated human curiosity
about the darker aspects of human nature. These figures, despite their reprehensible
actions, often represent a compelling, albeit disturbing, aspect of the human experience.

Lessons from the Past

Examining the lives and deeds of these women offers invaluable lessons about the
consequences of unchecked ambition, the dangers of unchecked power, and the
importance of moral and ethical conduct. By understanding the historical contexts in which



they operated and the choices they made, we can gain insights into societal vulnerabilities
and the enduring struggle between good and evil.

The Construction of "Evil" in Historical Narratives

It is also important to recognize that the historical narratives surrounding these women are
often shaped by the biases and perspectives of those who recorded them. The very
definition of "evil" can be influenced by cultural norms, political agendas, and the prevailing
societal attitudes of the time. Therefore, a critical approach to historical accounts is
essential when evaluating the actions and reputations of these figures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is often cited as the most notorious 'evil woman' in
history due to her alleged cruelty and torture practices?

Elizabeth Bathory, a 16th-17th century Hungarian noblewoman, is frequently named due to
accusations of torturing and killing hundreds of young women.

Which queen is infamous for her brutal suppression of
Protestants, earning her the moniker 'Bloody Mary'?

Mary | of England is widely known as 'Bloody Mary' for her persecution and execution of
Protestants during her reign in the mid-16th century.

Who was a prominent figure associated with the French
Revolution, known for her extravagance and eventual
execution?

Marie Antoinette, the Queen of France, became a symbol of royal excess and was
guillotined during the French Revolution.

Which female dictator is associated with extreme
oppression and human rights abuses in the 20th
century?

Imelda Marcos, former First Lady of the Philippines, is often cited for her vast wealth and
alleged corruption, though not a dictator, her influence and actions are seen by many as
harmful.

Who is a historical figure blamed for mass deaths and



atrocities during Stalin's purges, though her direct
involvement is debated?

While not directly responsible for initiating the purges, figures like Yevgenia Feigenberg, a
NKVD interrogator, were instrumental in the brutal implementation and are sometimes
mentioned in discussions of Soviet-era atrocities.

Which female assassin is known for her role in the
assassination of Tsar Alexander Il of Russia?

Sofia Perovskaya was a key organizer and participant in the assassination of Tsar Alexander
Il of Russia in 1881.

Who was a notorious female gangster and madam in
the early 20th century, known for her criminal
enterprises?

Mademoiselle Coco Chanel, while a fashion icon, also had a complex personal life with
alleged Nazi sympathies during WWII, but the question might be referring to figures like
Mae Churchill, a notorious madam and gangster.

Which ancient queen is remembered for her political
maneuvering and alleged ruthlessness in securing and
maintaining power?

Cleopatra VIl of Egypt is often portrayed as a cunning and ambitious ruler who used her
charm and intellect for political gain, leading to both admiration and condemnation.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to historical figures often considered among the "most evil
women in history," with short descriptions:

1. The Bloody Countesses of Hungary

This book delves into the chilling legends and historical accounts surrounding the
Hungarian noblewomen accused of horrific acts. It examines the lives of figures like
Elizabeth Bathory, exploring the gruesome accusations of torture and murder attributed to
her and other powerful women. The narrative likely navigates the line between historical
fact and sensationalized myth, painting a vivid picture of their perceived cruelty.

2. Empress of the Iron Fist: The Reign of Catherine the Great

This historical biography scrutinizes the reign of Catherine the Great, often portrayed with a
darker, more manipulative side than her public image suggests. It explores her shrewd
political maneuvering, expansionist policies, and the human cost of her ambition. The book
likely unpacks the complexities of her rule, including alleged purges and the suppression of
dissent.



3. The Serpent Queen: The Intrigue of Lucrezia Borgia

This book explores the life of Lucrezia Borgia, a figure whose reputation has been shaped
by scandal and accusation. It examines her marriages, political alliances, and the dark
rumors of poison and incest that swirled around her and her family. The narrative likely
attempts to separate historical fact from the propaganda and moralistic judgments of her
era.

4. The She-Wolf of Scotland: Margaret of Anjou's Wars

This historical account focuses on Margaret of Anjou, Queen consort of England, and her
ruthless pursuit of power during the Wars of the Roses. It details her aggressive military
leadership and unwavering determination to see her son on the English throne, even at
immense cost. The book portrays her as a formidable and often brutal figure who refused to
be a passive royal.

5. The Devil's Bride: The Infamy of Mary Tudor

This biography examines the reign of Mary | of England, often remembered as "Bloody
Mary" for her persecution of Protestants. It details her fervent Catholicism and her efforts to
restore the Catholic Church in England, leading to widespread executions. The book likely
explores the motivations behind her policies and the impact of her reign on English society.

6. Pharaoh's Shadow: The Legacy of Hatshepsut's Rivalries

While Hatshepsut herself is a complex figure, this book likely focuses on the alleged
ruthlessness and political machinations of those who opposed her or sought to usurp her
power. It might explore the darker aspects of royal succession and the lengths to which
individuals would go to secure their own positions in ancient Egypt. The narrative could
highlight the cutthroat nature of power in the pharaonic court.

7. The Witch of Endor: Legends of Prophecy and Power

This book explores the biblical figure of the Witch of Endor and the broader cultural
fascination with women who wielded perceived supernatural power. It delves into the
context of divination, sorcery, and the fear associated with such practices in ancient times.
The narrative likely examines how figures like her were used to represent the dangers of
challenging religious or political authority.

8. The Queen of Spades: Catherine de' Medici's Manipulations

This historical analysis delves into the clandestine world of Catherine de' Medici, Queen
Mother of France, and her alleged mastery of political intrigue and manipulation. It explores
her role in orchestrating alliances, covert operations, and the infamous St. Bartholomew's
Day Massacre. The book likely portrays her as a cunning strategist who prioritized the
survival of the Valois dynasty above all else.

9. The Tyrant Queen: The Reign of Maria | of Portugal

This book chronicles the turbulent reign of Maria | of Portugal, known as "the Pious" and
later "the Mad." It examines the period of her descent into mental illness and how this
impacted her rule, leading to instability and controversial decisions. The narrative likely
explores the personal and political crises that defined her later years on the throne.
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