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1968 with Tom Brokaw: Questions and Answers exploring the pivotal year of 1968 through the

insightful lens of renowned journalist Tom Brokaw. This comprehensive article delves into the

significant events, cultural shifts, and lasting impact of this tumultuous period, addressing key

questions often associated with this era. We will examine the political landscape, the social

movements, and the enduring legacy of 1968, as interpreted by Brokaw's authoritative reporting and

retrospective analyses. Prepare for an in-depth exploration of a year that irrevocably shaped modern

America and its place in global history, uncovering answers to crucial queries about its multifaceted

dimensions.
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Brokaw on the Defining Moments of 1968

The year 1968 stands as a watershed moment in American history, a period characterized by profound

social and political upheaval. Tom Brokaw, a seasoned journalist with decades of experience covering

pivotal American events, has often reflected on the defining moments of this tumultuous year. His

insights provide a crucial framework for understanding the complex tapestry of events that unfolded,

from the battlefields of Vietnam to the streets of American cities.

Brokaw's perspective often highlights the sheer intensity and rapid succession of events that marked

1968. It was a year where the optimism of the early 1960s seemed to shatter, replaced by a palpable

sense of crisis and division. The events of 1968 did not occur in isolation; they were interconnected,

feeding into each other and amplifying the sense of a nation at a crossroads. Understanding these

defining moments requires an appreciation for the interwoven nature of the political, social, and cultural

forces at play.

The Tet Offensive and its Impact

The Tet Offensive, launched in late January 1968 by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army, was

a turning point in the Vietnam War. Brokaw has frequently discussed how this coordinated series of

attacks, even though militarily unsuccessful for the communists, had a devastating psychological

impact on the American public and policymakers. Prior to Tet, the American government had often

presented an optimistic outlook on the war's progress, suggesting that victory was within reach.

The graphic images and reports emanating from the Tet Offensive directly contradicted this narrative.

For the first time, the war was brought into American living rooms with unprecedented intensity.

Brokaw's reporting, and that of his contemporaries, played a crucial role in conveying the reality of the

conflict. The offensive exposed the credibility gap between official pronouncements and the lived



experience of the war, fueling anti-war sentiment and shaking public confidence.

The Prague Spring and Soviet Intervention

While the United States was grappling with its own internal turmoil, the international stage was also

ablaze. The Prague Spring in Czechoslovakia, a period of political liberalization and reform, was

brutally crushed by a Soviet-led invasion in August 1968. Brokaw has often contextualized these

events, demonstrating how the struggle for freedom and democracy was a global phenomenon during

this era.

The suppression of the Prague Spring served as a stark reminder of the Cold War's enduring tensions

and the Soviet Union's determination to maintain its sphere of influence. It underscored the fragility of

democratic aspirations in the face of authoritarian power and had reverberations far beyond Eastern

Europe, influencing global perceptions of the Soviet bloc.

Understanding the Political Upheaval of 1968

The political landscape of 1968 was in a state of extreme flux, marked by challenges to established

authority and a deep questioning of American leadership. Tom Brokaw's analysis of this period

emphasizes the extent to which the political establishment was under siege from multiple fronts. The

year saw significant shifts in presidential candidacies, widespread protests, and a growing distrust of

government institutions.

The traditional political order was being tested by a generation demanding change and accountability.

This upheaval was not confined to a single issue; it encompassed foreign policy, civil rights, and the

very fabric of American society. Brokaw's reporting captured this sense of profound political instability

and the search for new directions.



The 1968 Presidential Election

The 1968 presidential election was one of the most consequential in American history. The incumbent,

Lyndon B. Johnson, facing mounting opposition to the Vietnam War, announced he would not seek

reelection. This decision opened the door for a dramatic and often acrimonious campaign.

Brokaw has provided extensive commentary on the key candidates and the dynamics of the election.

Richard Nixon, capitalizing on a desire for "law and order" and a promise of an end to the Vietnam

War, ultimately secured the presidency. The election reflected a nation deeply divided, seeking stability

but also yearning for fundamental change.

The Rise of the Anti-War Movement

The anti-war movement gained significant momentum in 1968, evolving from a fringe movement to a

powerful force in American public life. Brokaw's coverage chronicled the growing number of protests,

demonstrations, and acts of civil disobedience. These actions, often met with forceful responses from

authorities, highlighted the deep divisions within American society over the Vietnam War.

The movement was not monolithic; it comprised various groups with different ideologies and tactics.

However, its collective impact was undeniable, shaping public opinion and influencing political

discourse. The visual evidence of these protests, often broadcast on television, brought the conflict

and the dissent directly into American homes.

Social Movements and Cultural Revolutions of 1968

Beyond the political arena, 1968 was a crucible for social change and cultural revolution. Tom

Brokaw's work often touches upon the ways in which these movements sought to redefine American



identity and values. The year witnessed the amplification of existing social justice movements and the

emergence of new cultural expressions that challenged prevailing norms.

These movements were driven by a desire for equality, freedom, and self-determination, impacting

everything from fashion and music to education and personal relationships. The interconnectedness of

these movements, often influencing and inspiring one another, created a dynamic environment of

transformation.

The Civil Rights Movement's Evolution

While the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 had achieved significant

legislative victories, the struggle for racial equality continued with renewed intensity in 1968. Brokaw

has noted the shift in focus for some within the Civil Rights Movement, with a greater emphasis on

economic justice and Black Power.

The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in April 1968 was a devastating blow to the movement

and the nation. It sparked riots in cities across America, underscoring the deep-seated anger and

frustration over racial injustice. The subsequent efforts to carry forward King's vision and address

systemic inequalities were a major theme of the year.

The Feminist Movement's Growing Voice

The feminist movement, often referred to as the second wave of feminism, gained significant traction in

1968. Women began to more forcefully challenge traditional gender roles and advocate for equal rights

in all spheres of life, including employment, education, and political representation. Brokaw's reporting

would have captured the growing visibility of feminist voices and their demands for change.

This period saw the organization of protests, the establishment of consciousness-raising groups, and



the articulation of demands for reproductive rights and an end to workplace discrimination. The cultural

shifts initiated by the feminist movement would have long-lasting impacts on American society.

Student Activism and Counterculture

University campuses across America became hotbeds of activism and countercultural expression in

1968. Students, influenced by the anti-war movement and the broader calls for social justice,

organized protests, sit-ins, and demonstrations to voice their grievances. Brokaw's work often

highlights the energy and idealism of this student generation.

The counterculture movement, characterized by its rejection of mainstream societal values, embraced

new forms of music, art, and lifestyle. This cultural rebellion reflected a profound questioning of

authority and a search for alternative ways of living. Events like the student protests at Columbia

University and the Democratic National Convention in Chicago became symbolic of this widespread

unrest.

Brokaw's Perspective on the Vietnam War in 1968

Tom Brokaw's career is intrinsically linked with his extensive coverage of the Vietnam War. His

perspective on the war in 1968 offers a critical understanding of how the conflict shaped not only

American foreign policy but also the national psyche. He has consistently emphasized the profound

human cost of the war and the growing disillusionment it engendered.

Brokaw's reporting from Vietnam provided a crucial on-the-ground account, often offering a stark

contrast to the official narratives. He witnessed firsthand the complexities and brutalities of the conflict,

which deeply informed his later analyses of the era. His personal reflections on this period often

underscore the challenges of reporting from a war zone and the responsibility of conveying truth to the

public.



The Media's Role in Shaping Public Opinion

Brokaw has frequently discussed the pivotal role of the media in shaping public opinion during the

Vietnam War. Television, in particular, brought the realities of the war into American homes with an

unprecedented immediacy. This visual exposure played a significant part in fostering opposition to the

conflict.

The Tet Offensive is a prime example of how media coverage could profoundly influence public

perception. The disconnect between the optimistic government reports and the gritty reality depicted on

television news created a crisis of credibility. Brokaw's generation of journalists was instrumental in this

shift, challenging official narratives and providing a more nuanced, and often grim, portrayal of the war.

The Evolving Strategy and Tactics

The military strategy and tactics employed in Vietnam were a constant subject of debate and scrutiny.

Brokaw's reporting would have covered the evolving approaches, from search-and-destroy missions to

efforts at pacification. The effectiveness and morality of these strategies were increasingly questioned

as the war dragged on.

The immense expenditure of resources and the mounting casualties without a clear path to victory

fueled public skepticism. Brokaw’s keen observations on the ground would have provided context to

these strategic debates, highlighting the immense challenges faced by both American soldiers and the

Vietnamese people caught in the crossfire.

The Assassinations That Defined 1968

The assassinations of two of America's most prominent leaders in 1968 sent shockwaves across the



nation and profoundly altered its trajectory. Tom Brokaw has consistently underscored the tragic

impact of these events, which contributed significantly to the sense of chaos and despair that

characterized the year.

These assassinations were not isolated incidents; they were deeply intertwined with the social and

political tensions of the time. They represented a loss of idealism and a stark reminder of the volatile

nature of the era. Brokaw's journalistic work would have been at the forefront of reporting these

devastating events and their immediate aftermath.

The Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. This tragic

event, as Brokaw has recounted, extinguished the life of a pivotal leader in the Civil Rights Movement

and a global icon of peace and justice. The assassination ignited widespread grief and anger, leading

to riots in over 100 cities across the United States.

Brokaw has often spoken about the profound sense of loss and the fear that gripped the nation

following King's death. It marked a turning point for the Civil Rights Movement, prompting introspection

and shifts in strategy among various organizations. The assassination underscored the deep-seated

hatred and resistance to racial equality that persisted in America.

The Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy

Just two months later, on June 5, 1968, Senator Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles,

California, shortly after winning the California presidential primary. RFK, a charismatic figure who

offered a vision of hope and reconciliation, was a leading contender for the Democratic presidential

nomination. Brokaw's reporting would have captured the dashed hopes and the immense shock felt by

millions.



Kennedy's assassination, coming on the heels of King's murder, deepened the sense of national

trauma. It extinguished the possibility of a unifying political force emerging from the turmoil. The loss of

both King and Kennedy left a void in American leadership and a profound sense of disillusionment

among those who had looked to them for progress and inspiration.

Key Figures and Their Roles in 1968

The tumultuous events of 1968 were shaped by the actions and ideologies of numerous individuals.

Tom Brokaw's extensive reporting and retrospective analyses often highlight the key figures who

played pivotal roles in navigating, or exacerbating, the crises of the year. Understanding their

contributions provides a clearer picture of the forces at play.

From political leaders to protest organizers and cultural icons, the individuals of 1968 left an indelible

mark on American history. Brokaw's work often contextualizes their decisions and their impact within

the broader sweep of the year's events, offering a nuanced understanding of their significance.

President Lyndon B. Johnson

President Lyndon B. Johnson's tenure was defined by both ambitious domestic reforms and the

escalating Vietnam War. In 1968, as public opposition to the war grew, Johnson's presidency faced

immense pressure. His unexpected announcement that he would not seek reelection in March 1968

was a pivotal moment, signaling the deep divisions within the Democratic Party and the nation.

Brokaw has often discussed the weight of the Vietnam War on Johnson's shoulders and the personal

toll it took. Johnson's legacy is complex, marked by both monumental achievements in civil rights and

the devastating consequences of his Vietnam policy. His decision to step away from the political arena

in 1968 had profound implications for the upcoming presidential election.



Richard Nixon

Richard Nixon emerged from his political defeat in 1960 to stage a remarkable comeback in 1968. His

campaign tapped into a growing sentiment for order and stability amidst the widespread protests and

social unrest. Brokaw's reporting would have chronicled Nixon's strategic positioning and his appeal to

a segment of the American electorate disillusioned with the direction of the country.

Nixon's victory in the 1968 presidential election marked a significant shift in American politics, ushering

in an era often characterized by its focus on law and order and a more hawkish approach to foreign

policy. His subsequent presidency, however, would become mired in the Watergate scandal, a

testament to the ongoing political turbulence of the era.

Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy

As discussed previously, the assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Senator Robert F.

Kennedy profoundly impacted the year. Brokaw has frequently highlighted their roles as unifying

figures who offered visions of a more just and equitable America. Their deaths not only represented

immense personal tragedies but also symbolized the loss of potential for national healing and

progress.

The ideals and aspirations embodied by King and Kennedy continued to resonate, even after their

untimely deaths, influencing subsequent generations of activists and leaders. Their assassinations

serve as a stark reminder of the forces that sought to suppress movements for social change.

The Legacy and Lessons of 1968

The year 1968 left an indelible mark on American society, its political landscape, and its cultural



consciousness. Tom Brokaw's extensive body of work often revisits this pivotal year, drawing out

enduring lessons that remain relevant today. The legacy of 1968 is multifaceted, encompassing both

profound societal shifts and cautionary tales about the fragility of democracy and the human cost of

conflict.

Understanding the lessons of 1968 requires an examination of how the events of that year continue to

shape contemporary issues, from political polarization to the role of media and the ongoing pursuit of

social justice. Brokaw's insights provide a valuable framework for this reflection, emphasizing the

interconnectedness of historical events and their lasting impact.

Enduring Political Divides

The political divisions that became so apparent in 1968 have, in many ways, persisted and evolved.

The social and cultural movements of that era brought to the forefront fundamental disagreements

about American values, national identity, and the role of government. Brokaw's analyses often point to

how these divides, exacerbated by events like the Vietnam War and the assassinations, continue to

shape contemporary political discourse.

The "silent majority" that Richard Nixon appealed to in 1968 represented a segment of the population

that felt their concerns were being overlooked amidst the social upheaval. This dynamic of societal

division and the search for political representation remains a recurring theme in American politics.

The Evolution of Media and Public Discourse

1968 was a watershed moment for the media's role in shaping public opinion, particularly concerning

the Vietnam War. The advent of television news brought the realities of conflict directly into American

homes, fostering a more critical public. Brokaw's work has often explored how this era laid the

groundwork for the media's powerful influence on public discourse and the challenges of maintaining



journalistic integrity in times of crisis.

The "credibility gap" that emerged during the Vietnam War highlights the ongoing tension between

official narratives and independent reporting. This lesson remains crucial for understanding the

importance of a free and unfettered press in a democratic society.

The Unfinished Work of Social Justice

While 1968 saw significant advancements in the Civil Rights and feminist movements, the fight for

social justice remained far from over. Brokaw's perspective often acknowledges the continued struggle

for equality and the systemic barriers that persist. The events of 1968 underscored the deep-seated

nature of racial and gender inequality, motivating ongoing activism and policy debates.

The legacy of 1968 serves as a reminder that social progress is often hard-won and requires sustained

effort. The movements of that era laid important foundations, but the pursuit of a truly just and

equitable society remains an ongoing endeavor, a lesson that Brokaw frequently imparts.

Brokaw's Reflections on Covering 1968

Tom Brokaw's career as a journalist is deeply intertwined with the significant events of 1968. His

reflections on covering this tumultuous year offer invaluable insights into the personal and professional

challenges of documenting history as it unfolds. Brokaw has often spoken about the intense

atmosphere of the time, the gravity of the events, and the responsibility he felt as a reporter.

His experiences provided him with a unique vantage point from which to observe the profound shifts

occurring in American society. Brokaw's recollections often emphasize the human element of these

events, focusing on the impact on individuals and communities, and the difficult decisions faced by



those in leadership positions.

The Emotional Toll of Reporting

Covering events like the assassinations of Dr. King and Robert F. Kennedy, or the violent clashes at

the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, took an immense emotional toll on journalists. Brokaw

has described the overwhelming sense of shock, grief, and even fear that permeated the newsrooms

and the nation. The responsibility to report accurately and ethically while witnessing such profound

tragedy was immense.

Brokaw’s reflections often highlight the importance of maintaining professional detachment while still

conveying the human impact of the events. This balance is crucial for effective journalism, especially

when reporting on moments of national crisis and trauma.

Witnessing History Firsthand

Brokaw has had the privilege, and the burden, of witnessing history firsthand. His reporting from

Vietnam, his coverage of political conventions, and his on-the-ground accounts of protests and riots

provided him with an unparalleled perspective on the forces shaping 1968. He often speaks about the

intensity of the news cycle during this period, with major events unfolding almost daily.

His firsthand accounts contribute to a richer understanding of the era, offering a personal narrative that

complements the broader historical analysis. Brokaw's ability to connect the macro-level events with

the micro-level experiences of individuals makes his reflections particularly poignant.



The Enduring Significance of the Year

Brokaw consistently emphasizes the enduring significance of 1968. He views it not just as a year of

crisis, but as a year of profound transformation that reshaped America in fundamental ways. The

lessons learned, the social movements catalyzed, and the political realignments of 1968 continue to

influence the nation today.

His reflections often serve as a call to remember the past and to learn from its complexities. By

revisiting 1968, Brokaw encourages a deeper understanding of the forces that have shaped modern

America and the ongoing challenges of building a more just and equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions About 1968 with Tom Brokaw

The year 1968 remains a subject of intense interest and discussion, particularly when viewed through

the experienced lens of veteran journalist Tom Brokaw. Many questions arise about his insights, the

key events he covered, and the lasting impact of this transformative year. This section aims to address

some of the most frequently asked questions, drawing upon Brokaw's renowned expertise and

reporting.

What did Tom Brokaw consider the most shocking event of 1968?

While Brokaw has addressed many significant events, the assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

and Robert F. Kennedy are frequently cited by him as particularly shocking and deeply impactful. The

loss of these two prominent figures, who represented hope and change for many, sent profound

shockwaves through the nation and contributed to a pervasive sense of despair and disillusionment.



How did Tom Brokaw's reporting on the Vietnam War in 1968 differ

from official accounts?

Brokaw, like many journalists of his generation, often provided a more grounded and critical

perspective on the Vietnam War compared to official government narratives. Through his on-the-

ground reporting, he conveyed the harsh realities of the conflict, including the human cost and the

growing public skepticism about the war's progress. This contrast contributed to the "credibility gap"

that widened throughout the year.

What is Tom Brokaw's view on the legacy of the student protests of

1968?

Brokaw generally views the student protests of 1968 as a significant expression of a generation

demanding change and challenging established norms. He acknowledges the idealism and energy of

these movements, which were often fueled by opposition to the Vietnam War and calls for greater

social justice. While acknowledging the disruptions, he also recognizes their role in pushing for

important societal conversations and reforms.

How did the events of 1968 shape Tom Brokaw's career?

The year 1968 was a pivotal period in Tom Brokaw's early career, marking a time when he solidified

his reputation as a credible and insightful journalist. His extensive coverage of the Vietnam War and

other major events of the year provided him with invaluable experience and a deep understanding of

American society during a time of immense change. These experiences undoubtedly shaped his

perspective and his approach to reporting for decades to come.



What lessons from 1968 does Tom Brokaw believe are most

important for today?

Brokaw often emphasizes the importance of understanding historical context, the fragility of democratic

institutions, and the ongoing struggle for social justice. He highlights the dangers of political

polarization, the power of media to shape public discourse, and the need for civic engagement. The

lessons of 1968, according to Brokaw, serve as a reminder of America's capacity for both great

progress and profound division.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Tom Brokaw's primary perspective when discussing 1968?

Tom Brokaw's primary perspective when discussing 1968 is that of a journalist who lived through and

reported on many of the era's pivotal events. His insights are often informed by his personal

experiences and his role in chronicling history as it unfolded, aiming to provide context and

understanding to a pivotal and tumultuous year.

What are some of the key events from 1968 that Tom Brokaw

frequently highlights?

Tom Brokaw frequently highlights events such as the Tet Offensive in Vietnam, the assassinations of

Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, the anti-war protests, the Democratic National

Convention in Chicago, and the civil rights movement's ongoing struggles. He often emphasizes the

sheer volume and impact of these concurrent events.

How does Tom Brokaw connect the events of 1968 to contemporary



issues?

Brokaw often draws parallels between the divisions, protests, and societal upheavals of 1968 and

similar dynamics seen in more recent times. He aims to show how the struggles and debates of that

year laid groundwork for ongoing societal conversations about race, war, politics, and the role of

media.

What is the significance of 1968 in Tom Brokaw's broader narrative

of American history?

In Brokaw's broader narrative, 1968 represents a critical turning point for America. It's often portrayed

as a year when the nation's innocence was profoundly challenged, its institutions were tested, and the

trajectory of its social and political landscape was irrevocably altered.

What is the intended takeaway for audiences when Tom Brokaw

discusses 1968?

The intended takeaway for audiences is often a deeper appreciation for the complexity and intensity of

1968, understanding how it shaped the America we live in today, and perhaps a renewed awareness

of the ongoing relevance of the lessons learned (or not learned) from that transformative year.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the themes of 1968 and Tom Brokaw's perspective, each starting with

"":

1. In Their Own Words: Voices of the 1960s

This collection offers intimate interviews and personal narratives from individuals who lived through the

tumultuous events of the 1960s. It delves into the motivations, struggles, and triumphs of those who

shaped and were shaped by this transformative decade. The book captures the diverse experiences of

activists, soldiers, students, and ordinary citizens, providing a rich tapestry of the era.



2. Brokaw's America: The 1960s Revisited

Drawing on Tom Brokaw's renowned storytelling and historical insight, this book provides a

comprehensive overview of the pivotal year 1968. It examines the major political, social, and cultural

shifts that occurred, offering a retrospective analysis of their lasting impact. The narrative explores key

events like the Tet Offensive, the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, and

the widespread protests.

3. The Unfinished Revolution: Legacies of 1968

This title probes the long-term consequences of the movements and upheavals of 1968, questioning

what was achieved and what remains unresolved. It explores how the aspirations for social justice, civil

rights, and peace continued to evolve in the decades following the events. The book encourages

reflection on the enduring questions of equality, democracy, and societal change that the year brought

to the forefront.

4. Echoes of the Counterculture: A Generational Reckoning

This book investigates the cultural shifts and rebellions that defined 1968, particularly the rise of the

counterculture movement. It examines how these alternative lifestyles and ideologies challenged

established norms and influenced music, art, and politics. The author contemplates the lasting

resonance of these cultural currents and their impact on subsequent generations.

5. The Streets Are Talking: Protest and Power in 1968

This work focuses on the widespread protests and demonstrations that characterized 1968,

highlighting the role of grassroots activism. It explores the diverse causes and targets of these

movements, from the Vietnam War to civil rights and student rights. The book analyzes the dynamics

of public dissent and its effectiveness in challenging political and social structures.

6. Brokaw Asks: What Does 1968 Teach Us Now?

Framed as a series of insightful questions, this book delves into the lessons and wisdom that the year

1968 can offer contemporary society. It seeks to draw parallels between the challenges of that era and

the issues facing the world today. The author prompts readers to consider how understanding the past

can inform present-day decision-making and societal progress.



7. The Shifting Sands of War and Peace: Vietnam's Impact on 1968

This title specifically addresses the profound influence of the Vietnam War on the events and

sentiments of 1968. It examines how the escalating conflict fueled anti-war protests and shaped

political discourse. The book analyzes the psychological and social toll of the war and its role in

fracturing American society.

8. A Nation Divided: The Political Landscape of 1968

This book provides an in-depth look at the intense political polarization and dramatic electoral battles

that defined 1968. It scrutinizes the key figures, platforms, and ideological divides that characterized

the presidential election and other political contests. The narrative explores how these political battles

reflected and exacerbated the nation's deep-seated divisions.

9. Brokaw's America: The Unanswered Questions of the Sixties

This retrospective examines the enduring mysteries and unresolved issues that emerged from the

1960s, with a particular focus on 1968. It revisits key events and movements, posing critical questions

about their true impact and the intentions of those involved. The book encourages a deeper, more

nuanced understanding of the era's complexities and its lingering questions.
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