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1963 Baptist Faith and Message: A Comprehensive Exploration
The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message represents a pivotal document in the history of
Southern Baptist life, offering a clear articulation of core theological beliefs and practical
applications of faith. This foundational statement, revised from earlier versions, sought to
address contemporary issues while remaining rooted in historic Baptist principles.
Understanding the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message is crucial for grasping the theological
landscape and historical trajectory of many Baptist churches. This comprehensive article
will delve into its origins, key theological tenets, its impact on Baptist life, and its reception
and relevance today, providing an in-depth look at this significant confession of faith.
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Origins and Development of the 1963 Baptist
Faith and Message

The journey to the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message began with a desire to update and
clarify the theological positions of Southern Baptists. While the 1925 Baptist Faith and
Message served as a significant confession, evolving cultural and theological currents
necessitated a review. The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) recognized the need for a



document that addressed a broader range of contemporary concerns and provided a more
robust defense of historic Baptist doctrines in the face of changing intellectual landscapes.
The committee tasked with this revision comprised prominent theologians and pastors, who
engaged in extensive deliberation and consultation to produce a document that would
faithfully represent the shared convictions of the convention.

The drafting process for the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message involved careful consideration
of various theological viewpoints within the convention. The committee aimed to strike a
balance between affirming core Baptist beliefs and incorporating insights that addressed
new challenges. This iterative process ensured that the final document was not merely a
personal or sectional statement but a broadly representative expression of faith for the
denomination. The resulting statement was adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in
1963, marking a significant moment in its doctrinal history and providing a clear theological
compass for its member churches.

Key Theological Tenets of the 1963 Baptist Faith
and Message

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message is structured around a series of articles that
systematically outline the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith as understood by
Southern Baptists. These articles cover a wide spectrum of theological topics, from the
nature of God and the authority of Scripture to the understanding of salvation and the
mission of the church. Each tenet is presented with clarity and conviction, reflecting a
commitment to biblical truth and theological precision. The document serves as both a
confession of faith and a guide for doctrinal instruction and practice within Baptist
churches.

The Authority of Scripture

Central to the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message is the unwavering affirmation of the Bible's
divine inspiration and supreme authority. It declares that the Scriptures, comprising the Old
and New Testaments, are the "infallible, authoritative Word of God" and the "only unfailing
guide of faith and practice." This doctrine of biblical inerrancy and authority forms the
bedrock upon which all other theological assertions are built. The statement emphasizes
that the Bible is sufficient for salvation and Christian living, leaving no room for any other
authority in matters of faith and doctrine.

This high view of Scripture means that every doctrine and every teaching must be tested
against the biblical text. The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message grounds its theological
positions in what it perceives to be the explicit teachings of God's revealed Word. This
commitment to biblical authority influences its understanding of God's character, the
person of Christ, the nature of salvation, and the mission of the church. It underscores the
Baptist principle of sola Scriptura, highlighting the Bible as the ultimate source of religious
truth.



The Nature of God

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message articulates a robust understanding of God's nature,
emphasizing His eternal existence, omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence. It
confesses God as the Creator of all things, both visible and invisible, and as the sustainer of
His creation. The statement upholds the doctrine of the Trinity, proclaiming one God in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each co-equal and co-eternal. This Trinitarian
understanding is foundational to its Christology and pneumatology.

The document also speaks to God's character, highlighting His holiness, justice, mercy, and
love. It asserts that God is sovereign in all things, yet His sovereignty is compatible with
human responsibility and free will, a delicate theological balance that has been a subject of
ongoing discussion. The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message stresses God's desire for
relationship with humanity, a desire ultimately fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus
Christ.

The Person and Work of Jesus Christ

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message presents Jesus Christ as the divine Son of God, co-
equal with the Father. It affirms His virgin birth, sinless life, miraculous works, atoning
death on the cross for the sins of humanity, bodily resurrection, and ascension into heaven.
The statement clearly articulates Christ's role as the Savior of the world and the mediator
between God and humanity.

Emphasis is placed on the salvific efficacy of Christ's death, understood as a propitiation for
sin. His resurrection is presented as the ultimate proof of His divine power over death and
sin, offering believers hope of eternal life. The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message portrays
Jesus not only as the suffering servant but also as the reigning Lord, who will return in
glory. His mediation is key to reconciliation with God, and His example serves as the
standard for Christian living.

Salvation by Grace Through Faith

A cornerstone of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message is the doctrine of salvation by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ. It asserts that salvation is a free gift from God, unearned by
human merit or works. Individuals are called to repent of their sins and confess Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. This act of faith, empowered by the Holy Spirit, results in regeneration
and adoption into God's family.

The statement clearly rejects any notion of salvation by works or by adherence to religious
rituals alone. It emphasizes the personal nature of salvation, requiring an individual's
conscious decision to accept Christ. The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message underscores the
security of believers, affirming that those who are truly regenerated by the Spirit and
persevere in faith are kept by God's power unto salvation.



The Church and Its Ordinances

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message defines the church as a visible body of immersed
believers, organized to carry out the Great Commission. It distinguishes between the
universal church, composed of all true believers, and the local church, a specific fellowship
of believers. The statement outlines the church's mission to preach the Gospel, administer
ordinances, and promote Christian fellowship and discipleship.

The document specifies that baptism and the Lord's Supper are the two New Testament
ordinances. Baptism is understood as the immersion of a believer in water, symbolizing the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the believer's identification with Him. The
Lord's Supper is a memorial of Christ's sacrifice, a time of fellowship and self-examination.
Importantly, the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message affirms that these ordinances are not
means of salvation but outward symbols of inward grace.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message acknowledges the distinct personhood and divine
nature of the Holy Spirit. It highlights His role in creation, inspiration of Scripture, conviction
of sin, regeneration of believers, and empowerment for Christian service. The statement
asserts that the Holy Spirit indwells all true believers, guiding them into truth and enabling
them to live a life pleasing to God.

The document also addresses the spiritual gifts, stating that they are bestowed by the Spirit
for the edification of the church. While not explicitly detailing all specific gifts, it emphasizes
their purpose in building up the body of Christ. The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message
underscores the Spirit's role in sanctification, the ongoing process of becoming more like
Christ, and in empowering believers for withess and ministry.

Baptist Distinctives and the 1963 Statement

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message incorporates and articulates several key Baptist
distinctives that have historically characterized Baptist churches. These include the
autonomy of the local church, the priesthood of all believers, religious liberty, and the
believer's baptism. The statement reaffirms these principles, providing a theological
foundation for their practice.

The autonomy of the local church means that each congregation is self-governing and
independent of any external ecclesiastical authority. The priesthood of all believers
emphasizes that every Christian has direct access to God through Christ, without the need
for human intermediaries. Religious liberty is understood as the right of every individual to
worship God according to their conscience, free from coercion or state interference. The
1963 Baptist Faith and Message champions these distinctives as integral to authentic New
Testament Christianity and essential for the healthy functioning of Baptist life.



Impact and Influence of the 1963 Baptist Faith
and Message

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message has had a profound and lasting impact on the
theological landscape of the Southern Baptist Convention and many other Baptist
denominations. It served as a unifying document, providing a common doctrinal framework
that helped shape theological education, church planting, and denominational missions. Its
clear articulation of core beliefs provided a bulwark against theological liberalism and a
guide for preserving what were considered orthodox Christian doctrines.

The document influenced curriculum development in seminaries and Sunday schools,
ensuring that the theological positions outlined in the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message were
consistently taught. It also played a role in shaping the understanding of evangelism and
discipleship, emphasizing personal conversion and the authority of Scripture. The 1963
Baptist Faith and Message became a reference point for doctrinal discussions, disputes, and
affirmations within the denomination for decades.

Reception and Criticism of the 1963 Statement

The adoption of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message was met with widespread approval by
the majority of Southern Baptists at the time. It was seen as a faithful representation of
their shared theological heritage and a necessary clarification of their doctrinal stance.
However, like any significant theological statement, it also garnered some criticism and
generated debate.

Some scholars and theologians, particularly those with more moderate or progressive
leanings, expressed concerns about certain interpretations of biblical authority and the
emphasis on specific doctrines. While the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message aimed for a
broad consensus, the nuances of theological interpretation meant that not all elements
were universally embraced. Over time, discussions arose regarding specific articles and
their implications for contemporary issues, which eventually led to further revisions and
considerations in later iterations of the Faith and Message.

Enduring Relevance of the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message

Despite the subsequent revisions and ongoing theological discussions within Baptist life,

the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message continues to hold significant relevance. It stands as a
landmark document that captured a particular moment in the history of Southern Baptist
theology and provided a foundational understanding of their core beliefs. Many churches
and individuals still find its articulation of faith to be clear, comprehensive, and biblically

sound.



The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message serves as a valuable historical document for
understanding the doctrinal development and identity of many Baptist churches. Its
enduring influence lies in its ability to still resonate with those who seek a clear, biblically
grounded statement of Christian doctrine. It remains a touchstone for discussions about
what it means to be a Baptist Christian, reflecting a rich theological heritage that continues
to shape faith and practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary theological emphases of the
1963 Baptist Faith and Message?

The 1963 Baptist Faith and Message emphasized biblical inerrancy, the authority of
Scripture, the virgin birth and deity of Jesus Christ, his substitutionary atonement, and the
necessity of personal conversion. It also reaffirmed traditional views on baptism and the
Lord's Supper.

How did the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message differ from
earlier versions, particularly the 1925 statement?

While building on the 1925 statement, the 1963 version strengthened the affirmation of
biblical inerrancy and expanded on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, reflecting a growing
emphasis on Pentecostal and charismatic influences within some Baptist circles at the time.

What was the historical context surrounding the
creation of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message?

The 1963 statement was developed during a period of theological debate and transition
within the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). It aimed to provide a clear confessional
statement amidst rising modernist challenges and evolving understandings of biblical
authority.

What does the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message say
about the role of women in ministry?

The 1963 statement generally reflected traditional views, affirming that the church should
be governed by men, and that the office of pastor is limited to men. It allowed for women in
other church roles but maintained a hierarchical view of leadership.

How did the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message address
the concept of eternity and salvation?

It clearly articulated the doctrine of eternal security for believers, stating that those born of
God have eternal life. It also affirmed the biblical concept of hell as a place of eternal
punishment for the unsaved.



What impact did the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message
have on subsequent theological discussions within
Baptist denominations?

The 1963 statement served as a significant confessional document that shaped theological
discourse and practice for decades. It provided a common ground for a majority of Southern
Baptists, though it also became a point of contention during later theological controversies.

What are some common criticisms or points of debate
surrounding the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message?

Common criticisms often revolve around its perceived rigidity on certain social issues, its
specific interpretation of biblical authority (particularly inerrancy), and its stance on women
in ministry. Debates also arose regarding the degree to which it reflected the full diversity
of Baptist thought.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message, presented in a
numbered list with each title beginning with "" and followed by a short description:

1. Interpreting the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message

This book delves into the historical context and theological underpinnings of the 1963
Baptist Faith and Message. It explores the key doctrinal affirmations made by Southern
Baptists at that specific time and examines how these beliefs were understood and applied
by churches and individuals. The volume offers insights into the ongoing dialogue and
interpretive challenges surrounding this foundational document.

2. Theological Currents Leading to the 1963 Statement

This work traces the significant theological movements and debates that shaped the
creation of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message. It identifies the major influences, both
internal and external, that prompted the need for a revised confession of faith. Readers will
gain an understanding of the specific doctrinal concerns and emphases that ultimately
found their way into the document.

3. The Role of Scripture in the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message

This focused study examines the high view of Scripture articulated in the 1963 Baptist Faith
and Message. It analyzes how the document defines the authority, inspiration, and
sufficiency of the Bible for faith and practice. The book discusses the implications of this
robust biblical conviction for Baptist ecclesiology and ethics.

4. Baptist Identity and the 1963 Faith and Message

This book explores how the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message served to define and affirm
Baptist identity during a period of significant cultural and theological change. It discusses
the distinctive tenets of Baptist belief as expressed in the confession and how it
distinguished them from other Christian traditions. The volume offers reflections on the
enduring relevance of this identity statement.



5. Challenges to the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message

This volume addresses the criticisms and controversies that arose concerning the 1963
Baptist Faith and Message. It examines specific doctrines or statements that became points
of contention or debate within the denomination. The book provides a balanced perspective
on the discussions and tensions that surrounded the adoption and interpretation of the
confession.

6. Preaching and Teaching from the 1963 Faith and Message

This practical guide offers insights for pastors and educators on how to effectively
communicate the truths contained within the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message. It provides
homiletical and pedagogical approaches for expounding on the key articles of faith. The
book aims to equip believers to understand and live out the theological convictions of the
confession.

7. Ecumenical Relationships and the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message

This study investigates how the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message informed the Southern
Baptist Convention's posture towards other Christian denominations and ecumenical
movements. It analyzes the statements regarding Christian unity and the boundaries of
fellowship as articulated in the confession. The book sheds light on the denomination's
engagement with the broader Christian world at that time.

8. The Covenantal Nature of the Church in the 1963 Statement

This book focuses on the theological understanding of the church as a covenant community
within the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message. It explores how the confession describes the
church's mission, ordinances, and relationship with God. The volume delves into the
implications of this covenantal perspective for church governance and membership.

9. The Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the 1963 Confession

This work examines the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message's articulation of the church's
primary ministries: the preaching of the Word and the administration of the ordinances. It
analyzes the doctrinal nuances surrounding baptism and the Lord's Supper as presented in
the confession. The book offers a deep dive into the understanding of these essential
practices.
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