1689 london baptist confession modern
english

Introduction

1689 London Baptist Confession modern English - understanding this foundational document of
Calvinistic Baptist theology in contemporary language is crucial for many believers and scholars. This
comprehensive article delves into the 1689 London Baptist Confession, exploring its historical context,
key theological tenets, and its significance for modern Christian thought. We will unpack the
confession’s core doctrines, from its affirmation of God’s sovereignty and predestination to its views
on the church, sacraments, and last things. By providing a clear and accessible modern English
interpretation, this resource aims to make the rich theological heritage of the 1689 Confession readily
available to a new generation, facilitating deeper study and application of these enduring truths in
today's world.
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What is the 1689 London Baptist Confession?

The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith is a significant theological document that articulates the
core beliefs of Particular Baptists. It emerged from a period of intense religious and political upheaval
in England, serving as a clear and concise statement of Reformed Baptist doctrine. This confession is
not a new creed to be imposed but rather a systematic exposition of the unchanging truths of
Scripture as understood by Baptists of that era. Its enduring influence stems from its thoroughness,
its faithfulness to biblical teaching, and its articulate defense of doctrines central to historic Calvinism.

It is structured into 32 chapters, each addressing specific aspects of Christian doctrine, ranging from

the nature of God and the authority of Scripture to the Christian life and the future hope of believers.
The confession was originally published in London in 1677 but was officially adopted and published in
1689, hence its common designation. It stands as a testament to the Baptist tradition's commitment

to biblical fidelity and theological precision, providing a robust framework for understanding salvation
and Christian living.

Historical Context of the 1689 London Baptist
Confession

The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith was born out of a tumultuous period in English history,
specifically the mid-to-late 17th century. This era witnessed significant religious and political strife,
including the English Civil War, the execution of King Charles I, the Interregnum under Oliver
Cromwell, and the eventual Restoration of the monarchy. Amidst these changes, various dissenting
Protestant groups, including Baptists, sought to define and defend their understanding of Christian
faith and practice.

The confession was initially drafted in 1677 by Particular Baptists in England as a response to
perceived misunderstandings and misrepresentations of their beliefs by opponents. It was an updated
and expanded version of the Baptist Confession of 1644, which itself was influenced by Calvinistic
thought. The confession was intended to demonstrate the theological kinship between Baptists and
other Reformed churches, particularly Presbyterians and Independents, who had already produced
their own confessional statements, such as the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Savoy
Declaration.

The official publication in 1689 coincided with the passage of the Act of Toleration, which granted
some measure of religious freedom to dissenting Protestants, provided they took oaths of allegiance
and subscribed to most of the doctrines of the Church of England. The 1689 Confession, by its
adherence to core Reformed doctrines, allowed Baptists to benefit from this toleration while clearly
articulating their distinct views, particularly on believer's baptism.

Key Theological Themes in the 1689 London Baptist



Confession

The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith is a rich tapestry of Reformed theology, meticulously
woven with biblical citations to support its assertions. Its doctrinal framework is comprehensive,
covering virtually every major aspect of Christian belief. Understanding these key themes provides a
solid grasp of the confession's theological depth and its enduring appeal to those seeking a robustly
biblical faith.

God and His Attributes

The confession begins with an unequivocal affirmation of God's existence and nature. Chapter 1, "Of
God and the Holy Trinity," establishes the foundational truth of one true and living God who exists
eternally in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each person is equally God,
possessing the same divine essence, power, and glory. The confession emphasizes God's attributes,
such as His sovereignty, omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, holiness, justice, mercy, and love.
These attributes are not merely abstract qualities but are understood to be actively engaged in His
creation and redemptive plan.

Covenant Theology and God's Decrees

A central organizing principle of the 1689 Confession, like much of Reformed theology, is covenant
theology. Chapter 2, "Of the Holy Scripture," and Chapter 3, "Of God's Eternal Decree," lay the
groundwork for understanding God's eternal plan. God, in His infinite wisdom and from all eternity,
has decreed whatsoever comes to pass according to the purpose of His will. This includes the creation
of all things, the fall of humanity, and the redemption of the elect through Jesus Christ. The confession
emphasizes that God’s decrees are not impersonal machinations but are rooted in His character and
are ultimately directed toward His own glory.

The concept of the "covenant of redemption" between the Father and the Son, where the Son agrees
to save a chosen people, and the "covenant of grace" administered through the Old and New
Testaments, underpins the confession's understanding of salvation history. This covenantal
framework highlights God's consistent and faithful plan to bring sinners to Himself.

Christ's Person and Work

The person and work of Jesus Christ are at the heart of the confession's theological system. Chapter 8,
"Of Christ the Mediator," and Chapter 9, "Of Free Will," explore the unique identity and saving mission
of Christ. The confession affirms Christ's full deity and full humanity, united in one person without
confusion or division. As the Mediator, He perfectly fulfilled God's law, offered Himself as a sacrifice
for sin, and made reconciliation between God and humanity. His resurrection and ascension are
presented as proof of His victory over sin and death, securing salvation for His people.



The confession meticulously outlines the "offices" of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King. As Prophet,
He reveals God's will; as Priest, He offers Himself as the ultimate atonement; and as King, He rules
and governs His church. The atonement is understood as "limited" or "particular," meaning Christ died
effectively for the elect, securing their salvation, rather than making salvation merely possible for all.

Salvation by Grace Through Faith

The doctrine of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone is a cornerstone of the
1689 Confession. Chapters 10-18 delve into the process of salvation, including effectual calling,
regeneration, adoption, justification, sanctification, and perseverance. Chapter 11, "Of Justification,"
defines justification as God's gracious act of declaring sinners righteous, not on the basis of their own
merit, but through faith in Christ's atoning sacrifice, by which Christ's righteousness is imputed to
them.

The confession clearly states that salvation is entirely God's work, initiated by His sovereign grace
and applied by the Holy Spirit. Humans are unable to save themselves or even contribute to their
salvation apart from God's prevenient grace. Faith is presented as the instrument through which a
sinner receives and appropriates the benefits of Christ's work, but it is itself a gift from God.

The Holy Spirit's Role

The work of the Holy Spirit is vital to the confession's understanding of Christian life and salvation.
Chapters 13, "Of Effectual Calling," and 14, "Of Saving Faith," highlight the Spirit's role in bringing
about regeneration, imparting saving faith, and enabling believers to live a life pleasing to God. The
Spirit indwells believers, illuminating their minds, convicting them of sin, assuring them of their
adoption into God's family, and empowering them for sanctification and service.

The confession also addresses the gifts of the Holy Spirit, affirming their continued presence and
operation in the church, though with a cautionary note against sensationalism or practices that are
not clearly taught in Scripture. The Spirit's primary work is seen in sanctification - the progressive
process of becoming more like Christ.

The Church and Its Ordinances

The confession dedicates significant attention to the nature and mission of the church, as well as its
divinely appointed ordinances. Chapter 25, "Of the Church," defines the church as the invisible body
of all the elect, and the visible church as composed of professing believers and their children. Chapter
26, "Of the Communion of Saints," speaks of the fellowship believers share in Christ.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the two ordinances discussed in detail. Chapter 27, "Of the Holy
Scripture,” clarifies that baptism is to be administered to believers by immersion, as a sign of their
union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. Chapter 28, "Of Baptism," and Chapter 29, "Of
the Lord's Supper," outline the proper subjects and meaning of these sacraments. The confession



firmly rejects the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation and the practice of infant baptism,
adhering to the belief that baptism is a visible sign for believers who have personally professed faith
in Christ.

The Last Things: Resurrection and Judgment

The confession concludes by addressing eschatological doctrines, providing a framework for
understanding the end times. Chapters 30, "Of the Ministry and Magistracy," 31, "Of the Resurrection
of the Dead," and 32, "Of the Last Judgment and Final State of the Wicked and the Blessed," cover the
return of Christ, the resurrection of believers and unbelievers, the final judgment, and the eternal
destiny of the righteous in heaven and the wicked in hell. The confession affirms a literal, physical
resurrection of both believers and unbelievers, followed by a final, universal judgment by Jesus Christ.
It clearly articulates the eternal separation of the saved and the lost, emphasizing the glorious
inheritance of believers and the just recompense of punishment for the unrepentant.

Why a Modern English Version of the 1689 Confession?

The language of the 17th century, while rich and precise, can present a significant barrier to modern
readers. The vocabulary, sentence structure, and certain idiomatic expressions of the original 1689
London Baptist Confession can be challenging for contemporary Christians to fully grasp. This is
where the need for a modern English version arises.

A modern English rendering aims to bridge this linguistic gap, making the confession's profound
theological insights accessible to a wider audience. This includes pastors, seminary students,
laypeople, and anyone interested in the history and theology of Reformed Baptist churches. By
updating the language, the essential truths and arguments of the confession are preserved while
removing the obscurity that outdated language can create.

The goal is not to alter the theology or to dilute the original intent, but rather to facilitate
understanding and encourage engagement. A clear, contemporary translation allows the confession
to speak directly to the hearts and minds of modern believers, fostering a deeper appreciation for its
biblical foundation and its enduring relevance in the 21st century. It enables a more faithful and
practical application of its teachings in contemporary Christian living and apologetics.

Comparing the 1689 Confession with Other Confessions

The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith shares significant theological ground with other major
confessions of the Reformation era, particularly those stemming from the Reformed tradition.
Understanding these similarities and differences is key to appreciating its place within the broader
landscape of Protestant theology.

The confession is clearly indebted to the Westminster Confession of Faith (1646) and the Savoy



Declaration (1658), which was adopted by Congregationalists. In fact, the 1689 Confession is
remarkably similar to these documents, especially the Savoy Declaration, which itself was a
modification of the Westminster Confession to align with Congregational polity. The Baptist confession
adopts the overall structure and much of the theological content of these confessions but makes
crucial adjustments to reflect Baptist distinctives.

The most significant difference lies in the doctrine of baptism. While the Westminster Confession and
the Savoy Declaration affirm infant baptism, the 1689 Confession explicitly argues for believer's
baptism by immersion. This is evident in its statements regarding the nature of baptism as a sign of
the New Covenant, which is sealed by the blood of Christ, and its administration to those who profess
repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Another subtle difference can be found in
the emphasis on the church as a visible, covenantal community of believers.

Despite these differences, the shared commitment to the sovereignty of God, the authority of
Scripture, the doctrines of grace (predestination, limited atonement, irresistible grace, perseverance
of the saints), justification by faith, and the necessity of the Holy Spirit's work unites the 1689
Confession with the broader Reformed faith.

The Enduring Relevance of the 1689 London Baptist
Confession Today

In an age characterized by theological pluralism and shifting cultural values, the 1689 London Baptist
Confession of Faith continues to offer a stable and reliable anchor in biblical truth. Its comprehensive

nature ensures that it addresses not only the fundamental doctrines of salvation but also the practical
outworkings of faith in the life of the believer and the church.

The confession's robust articulation of God's sovereignty provides a profound comfort and assurance
to believers facing trials and uncertainties. Its clear exposition of salvation by grace through faith
alone guards against any form of human merit or self-reliance, promoting humility and gratitude for
God's unmerited favor. Furthermore, its teachings on the church, its ordinances, and the Christian life
offer a biblical blueprint for faithful discipleship and corporate worship.

For contemporary Baptist churches and individuals committed to historic orthodoxy, the 1689
Confession remains a vital theological resource. It serves as a valuable tool for teaching, discipleship,
and theological formation, equipping believers to understand and defend the faith once for all
delivered to the saints. Its faithful adherence to Scripture, coupled with its clear and reasoned
articulation of doctrine, ensures its enduring relevance and its continued importance for nurturing a
robust and biblical Christian faith.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary purpose of the 1689 London Baptist
Confession in modern English?

The primary purpose is to clearly and accurately articulate the core theological beliefs of Reformed
Baptists in a way that is accessible and understandable to contemporary English speakers, while
preserving the historical and doctrinal substance of the original 1689 document.

How does the modern English version differ from the original
1689 Confession?

The main difference lies in the language. The modern English version updates archaic vocabulary,
grammar, and sentence structures to reflect current usage, making it easier to read and comprehend
without altering the underlying theological meaning or intent.

Who is the intended audience for the modern English 1689
London Baptist Confession?

The intended audience includes Reformed Baptist churches, their members, theological students,
pastors, and any individual interested in understanding the historical and theological foundations of
Reformed Baptist faith in a contemporary context.

What are some key theological themes emphasized in the
1689 London Baptist Confession that remain relevant today?

Key themes include the sovereignty of God in all things, the authority of Scripture, the doctrines of
grace (including predestination and atonement), the nature of the church and its ordinances (baptism
and the Lord's Supper), and the importance of God-centered worship and living.

Why is it important for Baptist churches to engage with the
1689 London Baptist Confession today?

It's important for historical continuity, doctrinal clarity, and a robust understanding of Reformed
theology. It serves as a historical anchor and a reliable guide for maintaining biblical teaching and
practice within the Reformed Baptist tradition.

Does the modern English version introduce any new
theological interpretations or changes to the original
confession?

No, the goal of the modern English versions is faithful translation, not theological revision. Any
changes are focused on linguistic clarity to better convey the original meaning, not to introduce new
doctrines or reinterpret established ones.

Where can one typically find or access the modern English



version of the 1689 London Baptist Confession?

It is readily available through various Christian publishers, online bookstores, and often on the
websites of Reformed Baptist denominations and churches. Many theological seminaries also make it
a required or recommended text.

How does the 1689 London Baptist Confession, in its modern
English form, inform contemporary Baptist church life and
practice?

It provides a framework for teaching, preaching, and church governance. It informs understanding of
salvation, worship, church membership, discipline, and the Christian life, grounding these practices in
a rich theological heritage.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles, all starting with "" and related to the 1689 London Baptist Confession in
modern English, with short descriptions:

1. Understanding the 1689 London Baptist Confession: A Contemporary Guide

This book offers a thorough and accessible exploration of each article of the 1689 Confession,
presented in modern English. It aims to help readers grasp the historical context and theological
significance of these foundational Baptist beliefs. The author unpacks complex doctrines with clarity,
making the Confession relevant for today's church and individuals seeking to understand Reformed
Baptist theology.

2. In Grace We Stand: The Enduring Relevance of the 1689 Confession

This title highlights the robust theological framework presented in the 1689 Confession, emphasizing
God's sovereign grace from beginning to end. It argues that the Confession's doctrines, particularly
regarding salvation and the church, remain vital for Christian living and understanding. The book
delves into how these ancient truths equip believers to navigate contemporary challenges with a firm
foundation in Scripture.

3. The Confession in Practice: Living the Truths of 1689

Moving beyond mere academic study, this book focuses on the practical application of the 1689
London Baptist Confession in everyday Christian life. It demonstrates how the Confession's teachings
on worship, discipleship, and church polity can shape a vibrant faith community. Readers will find
guidance on integrating these historic doctrines into their personal walk with God and communal
interactions.

4. Rooted in Grace: The Theological Landscape of the 1689 London Baptist Confession

This work provides an in-depth theological analysis of the 1689 Confession, tracing its doctrinal roots
and interconnections. It examines how the Confession represents a mature expression of Reformed
theology within the Baptist tradition. The book engages with key theological themes like covenant
theology, the nature of God, and the person and work of Christ as articulated in the Confession.

5. A Light to Our Path: Navigating Scripture with the 1689 Confession
This title presents the 1689 Confession as a valuable tool for biblical interpretation and doctrinal



discernment in modern times. It demonstrates how the Confession, grounded in Scripture, helps
believers understand complex theological issues and live according to God's Word. The book
encourages a thoughtful engagement with the Confession as a guide for sound doctrine and a faithful
Christian life.

6. Theonomy and the 1689 London Baptist Confession: God's Law in a New Age

This book explores the Confession's perspective on God's moral law and its relevance for
contemporary society and governance. It unpacks the theological reasoning behind the Confession's
view of the Law and its application for believers today. The author connects the historical context of
the Confession to current ethical and societal debates.

7. Fellowship in Truth: The Church According to the 1689 London Baptist Confession

This title focuses on the ecclesiology of the 1689 Confession, detailing its understanding of the
church's nature, mission, and government. It explains the biblical basis for the Confession's teaching
on believer's baptism, church membership, and discipline. The book aims to foster a deeper
appreciation for the biblical model of the church as presented in the Confession.

8. Our Confession, Our Heritage: A Modern Introduction to the 1689 Baptist Confession

This book serves as an accessible entry point for those new to the 1689 London Baptist Confession,
offering a clear and concise overview of its main points. It highlights the historical significance of the
Confession for Baptists and its enduring contribution to Reformed thought. The author bridges the gap
between historical documents and contemporary understanding, making the Confession approachable
for all.

9. In One Accord: The Unity of Faith in the 1689 London Baptist Confession

This work emphasizes the 1689 Confession's role in fostering unity of faith among those who hold to
Reformed Baptist convictions. It explores how the shared understanding of doctrines outlined in the
Confession strengthens the body of Christ. The book encourages believers to embrace the Confession
as a unifying statement of essential Christian truth.

1689 London Baptist Confession Modern English

1689 London Baptist Confession Modern English

Related Articles

e 11th grade algebra 2
e 2 aquarius in a relationship
e 2 5 practice scatter plots and lines of reqgression answers

Back to Home


https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-01/1689-london-baptist-confession-modern-english.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-01/11th-grade-algebra-2.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-01/2-aquarius-in-a-relationship.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-01/2-5-practice-scatter-plots-and-lines-of-regression-answers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

