10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER

10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER ARE A SET OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES DESIGNED TO FOSTER FINANCIAL PROSPERITY
AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY. THESE COMMANDMENTS ARE NOT MERELY THEORETICAL CONSTRUCTS
BUT PRACTICAL STRATEGIES AIMED AT BUILDING GENERATIONAL WEALTH, CREATING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, AND ACHIEVING
FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE. UNDERSTANDING AND IMPLEMENTING THESE PRINCIPLES CAN LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT ADVANCEMENTS IN THE
ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE FOR BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES WORLDWIDE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO EACH OF THE
10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER, EXPLORING THEIR MEANING, SIGNIFICANCE, AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION. WEe
WILL EXAMINE HOW THESE COMMANDMENTS ADDRESS HISTORICAL ECONOMIC DISPARITIES AND PROVIDE A ROADMAP FOR FUTURE
SUCCESS, ENCOMPASSING THEMES LIKE EDUCATION, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, INVESTMENT, AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

e THE FOUNDATION: UNDERSTANDING THE “W/HY” BEHIND THE COMMANDMENTS

o COMMANDMENT 1: THoU SHALT PRIORITIZE FINANCIAL EDUCATION

o COMMANDMENT 2: THOU SHALT EMBRACE AND SUPPORT BLACK BUSINESSES

o COMMANDMENT 3: THOU SHALT INVEST IN BLACK-OWNED ASSETS

o CoMMANDMENT 4: THoU SHALT CULTIVATE BLACK OWNERSHIP IN KEY INDUSTRIES

o COMMANDMENT 5: THoU SHALT BuiLD AND UTILIZE BLACK FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

o COMMANDMENT 6: THOU SHALT FOSTER INTERGENERATIONAL WEALTH TRANSFER

o COMMANDMENT 7: THOU SHALT PROMOTE SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING
o COMMANDMENT 8: THoU SHALT LeVERAGE COLLECTIVE BUYING POWER

o COMMANDMENT 9: THoU SHALT ADVOCATE FOR EQUITABLE EcoNomMic PoLicies

o CoMMANDMENT 10: THoU SHALT REMAIN RESILIENT AND PERSISTENT

THe FOUNDATION: UNDERSTANDING THE “\WHY" BeEHIND THE COMMANDMENTS

THE CONCEPT OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER EMERGES FROM A HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SYSTEMIC
DISENFRANCHISEMENT AND ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION. FOR CENTURIES, BLACK COMMUNITIES HAVE FACED BARRIERS TO WEALTH
CREATION, INCLUDING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, AND ACCESS TO CAPITAL. THESE COMMANDMENTS
SERVE AS A PROACTIVE FRAMEWORK TO OVERCOME THESE PERSISTENT CHALLENGES AND BUILD A MORE SECURE ECONOMIC
FUTURE. THEY ARE ROOTED IN THE UNDERSTANDING THAT TRUE ECONOMIC POWER IS NOT SOLELY ABOUT INDIVIDUAL WEALTH
ACCUMULATION BUT ALSO ABOUT COLLECTIVE UPLIFTMENT AND THE CREATION OF SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC ECOSYSTEMS
WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY. BY ADHERING TO THESE PRINCIPLES, THE AIM IS TO SHIFT THE NARRATIVE FROM ECONOMIC
VICTIMHOOD TO ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT , FOSTERING SELF-RELIANCE AND COMMUNITY ~DRIVEN PROSPERITY.

CoMMANDMENT 1: THoU SHALT PrIorITIZE FINANCIAL EDUCATION

THE BEDROCK OF ANY ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT LIES IN KNOWLEDGE. THE FIRST OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC
POWER UNDERSCORES THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL LITERACY. THIS COMMANDMENT ADVOCATES FOR
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION ON BUDGETING, SAVING, INVESTING, DEBT MANAGEMENT, AND UNDERSTANDING FINANCIAL MARKETS.



W/ ITHOUT THIS FUNDAMENTAL KNOWLEDGE, INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO PREDATORY FINANCIAL PRACTICES AND
LESS EQUIPPED TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS THAT BUILD WEALTH. ACCESS TO FINANCIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS,
AND RESOURCES TAILORED TO THE NEEDS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY IS ESSENTIAL. THIS INCLUDES DEMYSTIFYING COMPLEX
FINANCIAL CONCEPTS AND PROVIDING PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR FINANCIAL PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT, ULTIMATELY EMPOWERING
INDIVIDUALS TO TAKE CONTROL OF THEIR FINANCIAL DESTINIES AND BUILD A STRONGER ECONOMIC FOUNDATION.

THe RoLE oF FINANCIAL LITERACY IN WEALTH BUILDING

FINANCIAL LITERACY IS THE KEY THAT UNLOCKS DOORS TO ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. |T EMPOWERS INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE
SOUND FINANCIAL DECISIONS, FROM MANAGING DAILY EXPENSES TO PLANNING FOR LONG-TERM GOALS LIKE HOMEOWNERSHIP AND
RETIREMENT. FOR THE BLACK COMMUNITY, WHERE HISTORICAL WEALTH GAPS PERSIST, FINANCIAL EDUCATION IS NOT JUST
BENEFICIAL, IT'S A NECESSITY FOR CLOSING THOSE GAPS. UNDERSTANDING CONCEPTS LIKE COMPOUND INTEREST, RISK
MANAGEMENT, AND DIVERSIFICATION ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS TO GROW THEIR ASSETS EFFECTIVELY AND AVOID COMMON FINANCIAL
PITFALLS. INVESTING IN FINANCIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITHIN SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY CENTERS, AND ONLINE PLATFORMS CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THE ECONOMIC TRAJECTORY OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES.

ResoURCES FOrR ENHANCED FINANCIAL KNOWLEDGE

NUMEROUS RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO ENHANCE FINANCIAL KNOWLEDGE WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY. COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS OFTEN OFFER FREE OR LOW-COST FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS. ONLINE PLATFORMS PROVIDE COURSES ON
INVESTING, BUDGETING, AND CREDIT REPAIR. BookS AND REPUTABLE FINANCIAL WEBSITES CAN ALSO SERVE AS VALUABLE
LEARNING TOOLS. SEEKING OUT MENTORS WHO HAVE ACHIEVED FINANCIAL SUCCESS CAN OFFER INVALUABLE GUIDANCE AND
PRACTICAL ADVICE. THE COMMITMENT TO CONTINUOUS LEARNING IN PERSONAL FINANCE IS A NON-NEGOTIABLE ASPECT OF
ACHIEVING ECONOMIC POWER.

CoMMANDMENT 2: THoU SHALT EMBRACE AND SUPPORT BLACK BUSINESSES

A VITAL ASPECT OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER IS THE DELIBERATE AND CONSISTENT SUPPORT OF
BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES. THIS COMMANDMENT CALLS FOR CONSCIOUS CONSUMERISM, WHERE INDIVIDUALS MAKE AN EFFORT
TO PATRONIZE BUSINESSES OWNED AND OPERATED BY BLACK ENTREPRENEURS. SUPPORTING THESE BUSINESSES RECIRCULATES
CAPITAL WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, CREATES JOBS, AND FOSTERS ECONOMIC GROWTH FROM WITHIN. |T°S ABOUT MORE THAN JUST
TRANSACTIONS; IT’S ABOUT INVESTING IN THE ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE COMMUNITY AND EMPOWERING BLACK
ENTREPRENEURS TO THRIVE. THIS SUSTAINED SUPPORT HELPS TO BUILD A MORE RESILIENT AND SELF-SUFFICIENT ECONOMIC BASE
FOR BLACK PEOPLE.

THe EconoMic IMPACT oF PATRONIZING BLACK BUSINESSES

W/HEN BLACK CONSUMERS INTENTIONALLY SPEND THEIR MONEY AT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES, THE ECONOMIC IMPACT IS
PROFOUND. THIS CREATES A MULTIPLIER EFFECT, WHERE EACH DOLLAR SPENT CIRCULATES MULTIPLE TIMES WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY. THIS LEADS TO JOB CREATION, INCREASED TAX REVENUE FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR BLAack
PROFESSIONALS TO GAIN EXPERIENCE AND ADVANCE THEIR CAREERS. SUPPORTING BLACK BUSINESSES ALSO STRENGTHENS THE
REPRESENTATION OF BLACK ENTREPRENEURS IN VARIOUS SECTORS, CHALLENGING EXISTING MARKET DYNAMICS AND FOSTERING
INNOVATION.

STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE BUSINESS SUPPORT

EFFECTIVE SUPPORT FOR BLACK BUSINESSES GOES BEYOND OCCASIONAL PURCHASES. | T INVOLVES ACTIVELY SEEKING OUT
BLACK-OWNED ENTERPRISES FOR GOODS AND SERVICES, PROMOTING THEM THROUGH WORD-OF~MOUTH AND SOCIAL MEDIA, AND
PROVIDING CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK. LOYALTY PROGRAMS AND REPEAT BUSINESS ARE CRUCIAL FOR SUSTAINED GROW TH.
FURTHERMORE/ INVESTING IN BLACK BUSINESSES THROUGH CAPITAL INJECTION OR MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS AMPLIFIES THEIR



POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS. CREATING DIRECTORIES AND PLATFORMS THAT HIGHLIGHT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES MAKES IT EASIER
FOR CONSUMERS TO CONNECT WITH THEM.

CoMMANDMENT 3: THoU SHALT INVEST IN BLACK-OWNED ASSETS

MOVING BEYOND MERE CONSUMPTION, THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER EMPHASIZE THE STRATEGIC
ACQUISITION AND INVESTMENT IN ASSETS OWNED BY BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES. THIS INCLUDES REAL ESTATE, STOCKS,
BONDS, AND OTHER WEALTH-GENERATING VEHICLES. INVESTING IN BLACK-OWNED ASSETS IS A DIRECT WAY TO BUILD
GENERATIONAL WEALTH AND ENSURE THAT ECONOMIC GAINS BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY. |T MEANS ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN
CAPITAL MARKETS AND TAKING OWNERSHIP STAKES IN VENTURES THAT CAN APPRECIATE IN VALUE OVER TIME, THEREBY
INCREASING NET WORTH AND FINANCIAL SECURITY.

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF ASSET OWNERSHIP

ASSET OWNERSHIP IS THE CORNERSTONE OF TRUE ECONOMIC POWER. | T REPRESENTS CONTROL OVER RESOURCES THAT GENERATE
INCOME AND APPRECIATE IN VALUE. FOR THE BLACK COMMUNITY, BUILDING A PORTFOLIO OF OWNED ASSETS IS CRUCIAL FOR
CLOSING THE WEALTH GAP. THIS COULD RANGE FROM HOMEOWNERSHIP, WHICH IS OFTEN THE LARGEST ASSET FOR MANY
FAMILIES, TO INVESTMENTS IN THE STOCK MARKET OR OWNERSHIP STAKES IN BUSINESSES. THESE ASSETS PROVIDE FINANCIAL
STABILITY, OFFER COLLATERAL FOR FURTHER INVESTMENT, AND CAN BE PASSED DOWN TO FUTURE GENERATIONS, CREATING A
LEGACY OF WEALTH.

DIVERSIFYING INVESTMENT PORTFOLIOS

DIVERSIFICATION IS KEY TO PRUDENT INVESTING. THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER ENCOURAGE BLACK
INDIVIDUALS TO DIVERSIFY THEIR INVESTMENT PORTFOLIOS TO MITIGATE RISK AND MAXIMIZE RETURNS. THIS MEANS NOT PUTTING
ALL FINANCIAL EGGS INTO ONE BASKET. INVESTMENTS CAN BE SPREAD ACROSS DIFFERENT ASSET CLASSES, INDUSTRIES, AND
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS. EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN BLACK-OWNED INVESTMENT FIRMS OR FUNDS THAT SPECIFICALLY
SUPPORT BLACK ENTREPRENEURS CAN ALSO BE A STRATEGIC WAY TO ALIGN FINANCIAL GOALS WITH COMMUNITY
EMPOWERMENT.

CoMMANDMENT 4: THoU SHALT CULTIVATE BLACKk OWNERSHIP IN KEY
INDUSTRIES

THIS COMMANDMENT FROM THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER ADDRESSES THE NEED FOR BLACK
REPRESENTATION AND OWNERSHIP IN SECTORS THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY EXCLUDED OR MARGINALIZED BLACK INDIVIDUALS. IT’s
ABOUT ACTIVELY PURSUING AND ESTABLISHING BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES IN INDUSTRIES SUCH AS TECHNOLOGY, FINANCE,
MEDIA, HEALTHCARE, AND MANUFACTURING. GAINING SIGNIFICANT OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL IN THESE VITAL SECTORS ALLOWS
THE BLACK COMMUNITY TO INFLUENCE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CREATE TAILORED SOLUTIONS, AND ENSURE THAT THEIR NEEDS
AND PERSPECTIVES ARE PRIORITIZED AND MET.

STRATEGIC ENTRY INTO HIGH-GROWTH SECTORS

GAINING A FOOTHOLD IN HIGH-GROWTH AND INFLUENTIAL INDUSTRIES IS CRITICAL FOR LONG-TERM ECONOMIC POWER. THIS
COMMANDMENT ENCOURAGES ASPIRING BLACK ENTREPRENEURS AND INVESTORS TO IDENTIFY SECTORS WITH SIGNIFICANT
POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH AND IMPACT. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE FOCUSING ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES, RENEW ABLE ENERGY, OR
SPECIALIZED SERVICES THAT CATER TO UNDERSERVED MARKETS. STRATEGIC PLANNING, ACCESS TO CAPITAL, AND ROBUST
BUSINESS ACUMEN ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESSFULLY ENTERING AND COMPETING IN THESE COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPES.



BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS TO INDUSTRY ENTRY

HISTORICALLY, BLACK INDIVIDUALS HAVE FACED NUMEROUS BARRIERS TO ENTERING AND SUCCEEDING IN MANY KEY INDUSTRIES.
THESE BARRIERS CAN INCLUDE LACK OF ACCESS TO CAPITAL, LIMITED NETWORKS, DISCRIMINATORY HIRING PRACTICES, AND
INSUFFICIENT MENTORSHIP. THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER IMPLICITLY CALL FOR CONCERTED EFFORTS TO
DISMANTLE THESE OBSTACLES. THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH ADVOCACY FOR FAIR ACCESS TO FUNDING, CREATING INCLUSIVE
MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS, PROMOTING DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN CORPORATE STRUCTURES, AND FOSTERING ENTREPRENEURIAL
ECOSYSTEMS THAT SUPPORT BLACK INNOVATORS.

CoMMANDMENT 5: THou SHALT BuiLb AND UTILIZE BLACK FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER HIGHLIGHT THE CRITICAL ROLE OF BLACK-OWNED BANKS, CREDIT UNIONS,
AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. THESE INSTITUTIONS ARE VITAL FOR PROVIDING ACCESSIBLE FINANCIAL SERVICES, OFFERING
FAIR LENDING PRACTICES, AND CHANNELING CAPITAL DIRECTLY INTO BLACK COMMUNITIES. BY SUPPORTING AND UTILIZING THESE
ENTITIES, THE COMMUNITY ENSURES THAT FINANCIAL RESOURCES ARE MANAGED AND DEPLOYED IN WAYS THAT DIRECTLY BENEFIT
BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES, FOSTERING ECONOMIC SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BLACK-OWNED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

BLACK-OWNED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE A UNIQUE UNDERSTANDING OF THE FINANCIAL NEEDS AND CHALLENGES WITHIN THE
BLACK COMMUNITY. THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO OFFER FAVORABLE TERMS FOR LOANS, MORTGAGES, AND BUSINESS FINANCING TO
BLACK BORROWERS WHO MAY BE UNDERSERVED BY MAINSTREAM FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. THESE BANKS ACT AS CRUCIAL
CONDUITS FOR WEALTH CREATION, OFFERING SERVICES THAT CAN HELP INDIVIDUALS BUILD CREDIT, SAVE FOR THE FUTURE, AND
INVEST IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. THEIR EXISTENCE IS A TESTAMENT TO THE COMMUNITY’S DRIVE FOR ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

STRENGTHENING THE FINANCIAL ECOSYSTEM

To TRULY WIELD ECONOMIC POWER, THE BLACK COMMUNITY MUST ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH AND STRENGTHEN ITS OWN
FINANCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE. THIS MEANS NOT ONLY BANKING WITH BLACK-OWNED INSTITUTIONS BUT ALSO INVESTING IN THEM,
UTILIZING THEIR LOAN PRODUCTS, AND ENCOURAGING OTHERS TO DO THE SAME. BY CONSOLIDATING FINANCIAL POWER THROUGH
THESE INSTITUTIONS, THE COMMUNITY CAN COLLECTIVELY INFLUENCE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ADVOCATE FOR SUPPORTIVE
FINANCIAL POLICIES, AND BUILD A MORE ROBUST AND EQUITABLE FINANCIAL FUTURE.

CoMMANDMENT 6: THoOU SHALT FOSTER INTERGENERATIONAL WEALTH
TRANSFER

A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE WITHIN THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER IS THE DELIBERATE TRANSFER OF
WEALTH AND FINANCIAL KNOWLEDGE FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT. THIS COMMANDMENT EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF
ESTATE PLANNING, TRUSTS, AND GIFTING STRATEGIES TO ENSURE THAT ACCUMULATED ASSETS AND FINANCIAL WISDOM ARE
PASSED DOWN EFFECTIVELY. SUCCESSFUL INTERGENERATIONAL WEALTH TRANSFER IS CRUCIAL FOR BREAKING CYCLES OF
POVERTY AND BUILDING LASTING ECONOMIC LEGACIES WITHIN BLACK FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES.

THe CYcLE oF GENERATIONAL WEALTH

(GENERATIONAL WEALTH REFERS TO ASSETS THAT ARE PASSED DOWN FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT, PROVIDING A STABLE
FINANCIAL FOUNDATION. FOR MANY BLACK FAMILIES, THIS HAS BEEN A DIFFICULT CYCLE TO ESTABLISH DUE TO HISTORICAL
ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGES. THIS COMMANDMENT SEEKS TO REVERSE THAT TREND BY ENCOURAGING PROACTIVE PLANNING FOR



WEALTH TRANSFER. THIS INVOLVES NOT ONLY THE TRANSFER OF FINANCIAL ASSETS BUT ALSO THE TRANSFER OF FINANCIAL
LITERACY AND SOUND MONEY MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES, ENSURING THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS ARE EQUIPPED TO MANAGE AND
GROW THE INHERITED WEALTH.

STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE WEALTH SUCCESSION

EFFECTIVE WEALTH SUCCESSION REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING AND EXECUTION. THIS CAN INVOLVE SETTING UP TRUSTS,
CREATING WILLS, AND UTILIZING LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES. [T ALSO MEANS HAVING OPEN AND HONEST CONVERSATIONS WITH
FAMILY MEMBERS ABOUT FINANCIAL GOALS, ASSETS, AND EXPECTATIONS. EDUCATING YOUNGER GENERATIONS ABOUT MANAGING
WEALTH RESPONSIBLY, INVESTING WISELY, AND CONTINUING THE LEGACY OF ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT IS PARAMOUNT. THE
GOAL IS TO CREATE A CONTINUOUS FLOW OF RESOURCES AND KNOWLEDGE THAT BENEFITS THE FAMILY FOR YEARS TO COME.

CoMMANDMENT 7: THoU SHALT PROMOTE SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND
VOCATIONAL TRAINING

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER RECOGNIZE THAT ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT IS INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO
HAVING MARKETABLE SKILLS AND BEING ABLE TO ACCESS WELL-PAYING EMPLOYMENT OR ENTREPRENEURSHIP OPPORTUNITIES.
THIS COMMANDMENT ADVOCATES FOR INVESTMENT IN VOCATIONAL TRAINING, APPRENTICESHIPS, AND CONTINUOUS SKILL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THAT ALIGN WITH CURRENT AND FUTURE JOB MARKET DEMANDS. EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS WITH IN-
DEMAND SKILLS INCREASES THEIR EARNING POTENTIAL AND THEIR ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO THE ECONOMY.

BRIDGING THE SkiLLS GAP FOR ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT

IN TODAY'S RAPIDLY EVOLVING ECONOMY, A SKILLS GAP CAN SIGNIFICANTLY HINDER ECONOMIC PROGRESS. THIS COMMANDMENT
CALLS FOR TARGETED INITIATIVES TO ENSURE THAT BLACK INDIVIDUALS HAVE ACCESS TO THE TRAINING AND EDUCATION
NECESSARY TO SECURE HIGH-DEMAND JOBS. THIS INCLUDES FOCUSING ON STEM FIELDS, DIGITAL LITERACY, TRADES, AND OTHER
AREAS THAT OFFER COMPETITIVE SALARIES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR CAREER ADVANCEMENT. CLOSING THIS GAP IS ESSENTIAL
FOR UPWARD ECONOMIC MOBILITY.

THe V ALUE oF LIFELONG LEARNING AND ADAPTABILITY

ECoNOMIC POWER IS NOT STATIC; IT REQUIRES CONTINUOUS ADAPTATION AND LEARNING. THE COMMITMENT TO SKILL
DEVELOPMENT SHOULD BE A LIFELONG PURSUIT. THIS COMMANDMENT ENCOURAGES EMBRACING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, ACQUIRING NEW CERTIFICATIONS, AND STAYING ABREAST OF INDUSTRY TRENDS. AN ADAPTABLE
W ORKFORCE IS BETTER POSITIONED TO NAVIGATE ECONOMIC SHIFTS, EMBRACE INNOVATION, AND MAINTAIN ITS COMPETITIVE
EDGE, ENSURING SUSTAINED ECONOMIC SECURITY.

CoMMANDMENT 8: THouU SHALT LevERAGE COLLECTIVE BUYING POWER

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER ACKNOWLEDGE THE IMMENSE ECONOMIC INFLUENCE THAT CAN BE EXERTED
WHEN INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES POOL THEIR RESOURCES. THIS COMMANDMENT EMPHASIZES THE STRATEGIC USE OF
COLLECTIVE BUYING POWER TO NEGOTIATE BETTER PRICES, DEMAND BETTER PRODUCTS AND SERVICES, AND INFLUENCE
CORPORATE BEHAVIOR. BY ACTING AS A UNIFIED CONSUMER BLOC, THE BLACK COMMUNITY CAN WIELD SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC
LEVERAGE, COMPELLING BUSINESSES TO BE MORE RESPONSIVE TO THEIR NEEDS AND TO INVEST IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.



THe Power ofF UNIFIED CONSUMERISM

W/HEN LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE CONSISTENTLY PURCHASE FROM THE SAME BUSINESSES OR ADVOCATE FOR SPECIFIC ECONOMIC
POLICIES, THEIR COLLECTIVE VOICE BECOMES POWERFUL. THE BLACK COMMUNITY REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT CONSUMER MARKET.
BY CONSOLIDATING PURCHASING DECISIONS, THEY CAN INFLUENCE PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT, PRICING, AND EVEN HIRING PRACTICES
OF MAJOR CORPORATIONS. THIS COLLECTIVE ACTION CAN CREATE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND DRIVE ECONOMIC JUSTICE.

ORGANIZING FOR EcoNoMIC IMPACT

LEVERAGING COLLECTIVE BUYING POWER REQUIRES ORGANIZATION AND COORDINATION. THIS CAN INVOLVE FORMING PURCHASING
COOPERATIVES, SUPPORTING BOYCOTT MOVEMENTS WHEN NECESSARY, AND ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN CONSUMER ADVOCACY
GROUPS. ONLINE PLATFORMS AND SOCIAL MEDIA CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN MOBILIZING COMMUNITIES AND DISSEMINATING
INFORMATION ABOUT BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES AND CONSUMER ACTION CAMPAIGNS. THIS ORGANIZED APPROACH AMPLIFIES THE
IMPACT OF INDIVIDUAL CONSUMER CHOICES.

COMMANDMENT 9: THou SHALT ADVOCATE FOR EQUITABLE ECONOMIC
PoLicies

ECONOMIC POWER IS ALSO SHAPED BY THE POLICIES AND REGULATIONS THAT GOVERN MARKETS AND OPPORTUNITIES. THE 10
COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER INCLUDE A DIRECTIVE TO ACTIVELY ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT PROMOTE
ECONOMIC EQUITY AND DISMANTLE SYSTEMIC BARRIERS. THIS INVOLVES ENGAGING WITH POLICYMAKERS, SUPPORTING
LEGISLATION THAT FOSTERS FAIR BUSINESS PRACTICES, AND DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY FROM INSTITUTIONS THAT
PERPETUATE ECONOMIC INEQUALITY. POLITICAL ADVOCACY IS A CRITICAL TOOL FOR CREATING AN ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
WHERE BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES CAN THRIVE.

UNDERSTANDING THE PoLicY LANDSCAPE

Economic POLICIES, FROM TAX LAWS TO LABOR REGULATIONS AND ACCESS TO CAPITAL, SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT WEALTH
CREATION AND DISTRIBUTION. THE BLACK COMMUNITY MUST BE INFORMED ABOUT THESE POLICIES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS. THIS
COMMANDMENT CALLS FOR A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF HOW ECONOMIC SYSTEMS FUNCTION AND HOW THEY CAN BE INFLUENCED
TO CREATE MORE EQUITABLE OUTCOMES. THIS INCLUDES RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY DIALOGUE ON ECONOMIC
JUSTICE ISSUES.

ENGAGING IN PoLITICAL ACTION AND ADVOCACY

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ENACTING MEANINGFUL ECONOMIC CHANGE. THIS
COMMANDMENT ENCOURAGES VOTING, CONTACTING ELECTED OFFICIALS, SUPPORTING CANDIDATES WHO CHAMPION ECONOMIC
JUSTICE, AND PARTICIPATING IN GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS. BY RAISING THEIR VOICES AND DEMANDING FAIR
TREATMENT, THE BLACK COMMUNITY CAN PUSH FOR POLICIES THAT SUPPORT ENTREPRENEURSHIP, FAIR WAGES, EQUITABLE
ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND HOUSING, AND THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATORY ECONOMIC PRACTICES.

CoMMANDMENT 10: THouU SHALT ReEMAIN RESILIENT AND PERSISTENT

THE FINAL OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER SPEAKS TO THE ENDURING SPIRIT AND UNWAVERING
COMMITMENT REQUIRED FOR SUSTAINED ECONOMIC PROGRESS. BUILDING WEALTH AND ACHIEVING ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE IS A
LONG-TERM ENDEAVOR THAT INEVITABLY INVOLVES SETBACKS AND CHALLENGES. THIS COMMANDMENT CALLS FOR RESILIENCE IN
THE FACE OF ADVERSITY, PERSISTENCE IN PURSUING GOALS, AND A COMMITMENT TO THE COLLECTIVE UPLIFTMENT OF THE
COMMUNITY. IT IS ABOUT MAINTAINING HOPE, LEARNING FROM FAILURES, AND CONTINUING THE JOURNEY TOW ARDS ECONOMIC



LIBERATION.

OVERCOMING HISTORICAL AND SYSTEMIC OBSTACLES

THE PURSUIT OF ECONOMIC POWER FOR BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN, AND CONTINUES TO BE,
MET WITH SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLES ROOTED IN SYSTEMIC RACISM AND HISTORICAL DISENFRANCHISEMENT. THIS COMMANDMENT
ACKNOWLEDGES THESE REALITIES AND EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR AN UNYIELDING SPIRIT. RESILIENCE MEANS UNDERSTANDING THAT
PROGRESS MAY BE GRADUAL AND THAT SETBACKS ARE PART OF THE JOURNEY. |T INVOLVES FINDING STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY
AND DRAWING UPON A RICH LEGACY OF OVERCOMING ADVERSITY.

THe LoNG-TERM VISION FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

ACHIEVING TRUE ECONOMIC POWER IS NOT A SHORT-TERM GOAL, IT IS A CONTINUOUS PROCESS THAT REQUIRES DEDICATION
AND A LONG-TERM VISION. PERSISTENCE MEANS STAYING FOCUSED ON THE OBJECTIVES OUTLINED IN THESE COMMANDMENTS, EVEN
WHEN FACED WITH DIFFICULTIES. |T INVOLVES CELEBRATING SUCCESSES, LEARNING FROM MISTAKES, AND CONTINUOUSLY
ADAPTING STRATEGIES TO MEET EVOLVING ECONOMIC LANDSCAPES. THIS COMMITMENT TO PERSISTENCE ENSURES THAT THE
PURSUIT OF ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT REMAINS A VIBRANT AND ONGOING FORCE FOR POSITIVE CHANGE WITHIN THE BLACK
COMMUNITY.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF THE ' 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK EcoNoMic
POWER’ THAT ARE MOST RELEVANT TODAY?

THE MOST RELEVANT PRINCIPLES OFTEN CITED ARE THOSE FOCUSING ON WEALTH CREATION THROUGH ENTREPRENEURSHIP,
COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP OF BUSINESSES AND LAND, ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY, AND INVESTING IN BLACK COMMUNITIES. THESE
ARE SEEN AS FOUNDATIONAL FOR ADDRESSING HISTORICAL ECONOMIC DISPARITIES AND BUILDING LASTING GENERATIONAL
WEALTH.

How DOES THE CONCEPT OF ‘BUYING BLACK’ TIE INTO THE ' 10 COMMANDMENTS OF
BLACKk ECONOMIC POWER' IN CURRENT DISCUSSIONS?

‘BUYING BLACK' IS A DIRECT MANIFESTATION OF THE COMMANDMENT TO CIRCULATE WEALTH WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY.
IT'S ABOUT INTENTIONALLY SUPPORTING BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMIC ECOSYSTEM, CREATE JOBS,
AND RETAIN CAPITAL, THEREBY FOSTERING ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT.

\WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL WAYS INDIVIDUALS CAN APPLY THE ' 10 COMMANDMENTS
OF BLACK EcoNoMIC POWER' TO THEIR OWN FINANCIAL LIVES?

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS INCLUDE STARTING OR INVESTING IN BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES, PRIORITIZING BANKING WITH BLAck-
OWNED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, EDUCATING ONESELF AND OTHERS ABOUT FINANCIAL LITERACY AND WEALTH-BUILDING
STRATEGIES, AND ACTIVELY SEEKING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC COLLABORATION WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY.

BEYOND INDIVIDUAL ACTION, HOW IS THE ' 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECONOMIC
POWER’ BEING INTERPRETED IN TERMS OF SYSTEMIC CHANGE OR COMMUNITY INITIATIVES?

SYSTEMIC INTERPRETATIONS EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR POLICY CHANGES THAT SUPPORT BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP, ADDRESS
DISCRIMINATORY LENDING PRACTICES, AND PROMOTE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO CAPITAL AND RESOURCES. COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
FOCUS ON CREATING BLACK-OWNED SUPPLY CHAINS, COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC MODELS, AND MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS TO FOSTER
INTERGENERATIONAL ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT.



\WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES FACED IN IMPLEMENTING THE ' 10 COMMANDMENTS
OF BLACK ECONOMIC POWER' IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY?

KEY CHALLENGES INCLUDE OVERCOMING SYSTEMIC RACISM AND HISTORICAL WEALTH EXTRACTION, COMBATING INTERNALIZED
OPPRESSION THAT CAN HINDER COLLECTIVE ACTION, SECURING ADEQUATE ACCESS TO CAPITAL AND MARKETS, NAVIGATING
COMPETITIVE GLOBAL ECONOMIES, AND FOSTERING CONSISTENT AND SUSTAINED COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND COMMITMENT TO
THESE PRINCIPLES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE 9 BOOK TITLES RELATED TO THE CONCEPT OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS OF BLACK ECcoNoMic POowER,” EACH
STARTING WITH AND ACCOMPANIED BY A SHORT DESCRIPTION:

1. INVEST IN LEGACY: BUILDING GENERATIONAL WEALTH

THIS BOOK EXPLORES STRATEGIES FOR BLACK INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES TO ACCUMULATE AND TRANSFER WEAL TH
ACROSS GENERATIONS. |T DELVES INTO PRINCIPLES OF RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, STRATEGIC INVESTING IN ASSETS
THAT APPRECIATE, AND CREATING SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS. THE FOCUS IS ON LONG-TERM PROSPERITY AND
BREAKING CYCLES OF FINANCIAL DISADVANTAGE THROUGH INTENTIONAL PLANNING AND COLLECTIVE ACTION.

2. IGNITE THE ENTREPRENEUR: FUELING BLACK BUSINESS GROW TH

THIS TITLE CENTERS ON FOSTERING AND EXPANDING BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON STARTING,
FUNDING, AND SCALING BUSINESSES WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY, HIGHLIGHTING SUCCESSFUL BLACK-OWNED ENTERPRISES AND
THEIR OPERA TIONAL MODELS. THE BOOK AIMS TO EMPOWER ASPIRING AND ESTABLISHED BLACK BUSINESS OWNERS WITH THE
KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRATION TO THRIVE IN THE MARKETPLACE.

3. ILLuMINA TE OWNERSHIP: MASTERING PROPERTY AND ASSET ACQUISITION

THIS WORK FOCUSES ON THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF ASSET OWNERSHIP FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT. |T GUIDES READERS
THROUGH THE PROCESS OF ACQUIRING AND MANAGING REAL ESTATE, STOCKS, AND OTHER VALUABLE ASSETS. THE BOOK
EMPHASIZES BUILDING EQUITY AND CONTROL OVER RESOURCES AS A CORNERSTONE OF BLACK ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-
DETERMINA TION.

4. Inspire CoOLLABORATION: THE Power oF CoLLECTIVE Economics

THIS BOOK CHAMPIONS THE STRENGTH OF UNITY AND SHARED ECONOMIC ENDEAVORS WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY. IT
EXAMINES THE HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY IMPACT OF COOPERATIVE ECONOMICS, COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUNDS, AND
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES HOW COLLECTIVE ACTION CAN AMPLIFY INDIVIDUAL ECONOMIC POWER
AND CREATE A MORE ROBUST ECONOMIC FUTURE.

5. INTEGRATE EDUCATION: THE KNOWLEDGE FOR ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT

THIS TITLE UNDERSCORES THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF EDUCATION, BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL, IN ACHIEVING ECONOMIC POWER. T
EXPLORES HOW KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION, SKILL DEVELOPMENT, AND FINANCIAL LITERACY ARE ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR
NAVIGATING AND SUCCEEDING IN THE MODERN ECONOMY. THE BOOK ARGUES FOR INVESTING IN EDUCA TIONAL RESOURCES THAT
DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTE TO ECONOMIC MOBILITY AND OPPORTUNITY FOR BLACK PEOPLE.

6. INNnoVATE COMMERCE: DRIVING BLACK MARKET INFLUENCE

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE STRATEGIES FOR BLACK CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES TO EXERT SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE IN THE
MARKETPLACE. IT EXPLORES HOW TO LEVERAGE CONSUMER POWER, DEMAND CUL TURALLY RELEVANT GOODS AND SERVICES, AND
SUPPORT BLACK-OWNED BRANDS. THE FOCUS IS ON CREATING A VIBRANT INTERNAL ECONOMY THAT BENEFITS THE BLACK
COMMUNITY AND BUILDS ECONOMIC LEVERAGE.

/. INTENSIFY SAVINGS: CULTIVATING FINANCIAL DisciPLINE FOR GROW TH

THIS WORK PROVIDES ESSENTIAL GUIDANCE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF SAVING AND FINANCIAL DISCIPLINE. |T OUTLINES PRACTICAL
METHODS FOR BUDGETING, REDUCING DEBT, AND BUILDING PERSONAL SAVINGS AS A FOUNDATION FOR INVESTMENT AND FUTURE
PROSPERITY. THE BOOK AIMS TO INSTILL A CULTURE OF SAVING THAT EMPOWERS INDIVIDUALS TO ACHIEVE THEIR FINANCIAL
GOALS AND ECONOMIC STABILITY.

8. IMPLEMENT MENTORSHIP: GUIDING THE NEXT GENERA TION OF ECONOMIC LEADERS
THIS TITLE HIGHLIGHTS THE VITAL ROLE OF MENTORSHIP IN CUL TIVATING FUTURE BLACK ECONOMIC LEADERS. |T EXPLORES HOW



EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS AND ENTREPRENEURS CAN GUIDE AND SUPPORT EMERGING TALENT THROUGH SHARING KNOWLEDGE,
OFFERING ADVICE, AND OPENING DOORS TO OPPORTUNITY. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE TRANSFER OF WISDOM AND EXPERIENCE AS
A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF SUSTAINED ECONOMIC PROGRESS.

9. INVEST IN OURSEL VES: PRIORITIZING BLACK HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

THIS BOOK ARGUES THAT ECONOMIC POWER IS INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO THE HEALTH AND WELL -BEING OF THE BLACK
COMMUNITY. IT EXPLORES HOW PRIORITIZING PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO INDIVIDUAL
PRODUCTIVITY AND COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC CAPACITY. THE WORK ADVOCATES FOR INVESTING IN HEAL THCARE ACCESS,
WELLNESS INITIATIVES, AND SELF-CARE PRACTICES THAT ENABLE SUSTAINED ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION.
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