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1 Corinthians 15 Bible Study Questions and Answers: A Deep Dive into the
Resurrection

Welcome to an in-depth exploration of one of the most pivotal chapters in the
New Testament, 1 Corinthians 15. This chapter is a cornerstone of Christian
theology, meticulously detailing the foundational belief in the resurrection
of Jesus Christ and its implications for believers. Understanding 1
Corinthians 15 is crucial for grasping the essence of the Christian faith and
its enduring hope. This article provides a comprehensive set of 1 Corinthians
15 Bible study questions and answers, designed to illuminate the text,
encourage personal reflection, and foster a deeper understanding of this
powerful passage. We will delve into the arguments Paul presents, the
implications of Christ's resurrection, the nature of the resurrected body,
and the ultimate victory over death. Prepare to engage with the text in a way
that strengthens your faith and clarifies this essential doctrine.
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Practical Applications and Ongoing Study

Unpacking 1 Corinthians 15: Key Questions and
Answers

1 Corinthians 15 is a profound theological treatise by the Apostle Paul,
addressing a critical issue within the Corinthian church: doubt regarding the
resurrection of the dead, particularly the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Paul's meticulous argument not only defends this fundamental tenet of
Christianity but also elaborates on its far-reaching implications for every
believer. This section provides a framework for engaging with the chapter
through targeted questions and detailed answers, facilitating a more robust
understanding of its message.



The Resurrection of Christ: The Core of the Gospel

Paul begins 1 Corinthians 15 by emphatically stating that the gospel message,
as he received and delivered it, is centered on the resurrection of Jesus.
This is not a minor detail but the very bedrock upon which Christian faith
stands. If Christ was not raised, Paul argues, then the preaching of the
apostles is in vain, and the faith of believers is futile. This makes
understanding the arguments for Christ's resurrection within this chapter
paramount.

Question 1: What is the primary assertion Paul makes about the gospel in 1
Corinthians 15:1-4?

Answer: Paul asserts that the gospel he preached is the very gospel that
saves, provided they hold it fast. He then defines this gospel by stating
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and
that he appeared to various witnesses, including Peter, the twelve, more than
five hundred brothers at once, James, and finally to Paul himself.

Question 2: Why does Paul emphasize that Christ's death and resurrection
occurred "according to the Scriptures"?

Answer: This phrase highlights that Christ's suffering, death, and
resurrection were not accidental but were part of God's divine plan foretold
in the Old Testament prophecies. It connects Jesus' life and work to the
continuity of God's redemptive history, demonstrating that he is the promised
Messiah.

Question 3: Who are some of the witnesses Paul lists to authenticate Christ's
resurrection?

Answer: Paul lists Cephas (Peter), the twelve apostles, more than five
hundred believers at one time, James (Jesus' brother), all the apostles, and
finally himself.

Arguments for the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15

Paul doesn't just state the resurrection; he builds a case for it, addressing
potential objections and solidifying its reality. His arguments are logical,
historical, and theological, designed to convince even those who might be
skeptical.

Question 4: What is Paul's argument based on the witnesses to Christ's
resurrection?

Answer: Paul points to the sheer number and diversity of the witnesses. He
notes that many of these witnesses were still alive when he wrote, meaning
their testimony could be verified. The implication is that such widespread
and verifiable eyewitness accounts make the resurrection a historical fact.



Question 5: What is the consequence if Christ was not raised, according to
Paul in verses 14 and 17?

Answer: If Christ was not raised, then Paul's preaching is useless, and the
faith of believers is also useless and futile. In verse 17, he states
directly, "if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still
in your sins." This underscores the absolute necessity of the resurrection
for the efficacy of the Christian message and the salvation of individuals.

Question 6: How does Paul connect the resurrection of believers to the
resurrection of Christ in verses 20-23?

Answer: Paul declares that Christ has been raised as the "firstfruits" of
those who have fallen asleep. This means Christ's resurrection is the
guarantee and the pattern for the future resurrection of all believers. Just
as Christ was raised, so too will those who are in him be raised at his
coming.

The Significance of Christ's Resurrection

The resurrection of Jesus is not merely a historical event; it has profound
theological implications that impact every aspect of Christian life and
doctrine.

Question 7: What does Paul mean by Christ being the "firstfruits" (verse 20)?

Answer: "Firstfruits" refers to the first produce of a harvest, which was
offered to God as a guarantee of the full harvest to come. In this context,
Christ's resurrection signifies the beginning of the resurrection of all who
belong to God. His resurrection is the initial, definitive proof that God
will raise all believers from the dead.

Question 8: How does Christ's resurrection relate to the defeat of death
(verses 24-26)?

Answer: Paul describes Christ's resurrection as the inauguration of Christ's
reign, where he will put all enemies under his feet, with death being the
final enemy to be destroyed. Christ's victory over death through his
resurrection is the power that will ultimately abolish death itself for
believers.

Question 9: What is the spiritual significance of the resurrection for
believers, particularly in relation to sin and spiritual death?

Answer: The resurrection of Christ signifies our spiritual resurrection from
sin. Through faith in Christ, believers are united with him in his death and
resurrection. This means they are raised to new life, freed from the dominion
of sin and spiritual death, and are now alive in Christ. His resurrection
offers forgiveness of sins and a new spiritual identity.

The Resurrection of Believers

1 Corinthians 15 moves from the resurrection of Christ to the resurrection of



those who believe in him, providing reassurance and clarity about what
happens after death.

Question 10: What is the order of events Paul describes regarding Christ's
return and the resurrection of the dead in 1 Corinthians 15:23?

Answer: Paul states that each will be raised in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, and then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ.

Question 11: What happens to those who are still alive when Christ returns,
according to verses 51-52?

Answer: Those who are alive and remain until Christ's coming will not precede
those who have died. They will be transformed in an instant, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. This event is often referred to as the
rapture or the resurrection of the living.

Question 12: What is the "mystery" Paul reveals in verse 51?

Answer: The mystery is that not all believers will die; some will be alive
when Christ returns, and they will be instantly transformed and caught up to
meet him, thus not preceding those who have already died and been
resurrected. It's a revelation of a future event that was not fully
understood before.

The Nature of the Resurrected Body

A common question arises about the form and nature of the resurrected body.
Paul addresses this by drawing an analogy with planting seeds and discussing
the transformation that will occur.

Question 13: How does Paul use the analogy of a seed to explain the
resurrection body (verses 35-38)?

Answer: Paul explains that a seed must die and be planted to produce a new,
living plant. The plant is not the same as the seed, yet it comes from it and
has a new, glorious form. Similarly, the earthly, mortal body is "sown" in
death, but it will be "raised" an incorruptible, glorious, spiritual body,
bearing the likeness of the resurrected Christ.

Question 14: What are the characteristics of the resurrected body as
described by Paul (verses 42-44)?

Answer: The resurrected body will be:

Imperishable: It will not decay or die.

Glorious: It will be filled with divine radiance and splendor.

Powerful: It will possess a new, supernatural strength.

Spiritual: It will be a "spiritual body," meaning it will be animated
and fully empowered by the Holy Spirit, capable of existing in the
heavenly realm, contrasting with the "natural body" which is of the



earth.

Question 15: What is the difference between the "natural body" and the
"spiritual body" Paul mentions?

Answer: The "natural body" or "psychical body" refers to the body animated by
the soul or the natural life force, subject to death and earthly limitations.
The "spiritual body" is a body animated and fully controlled by the Spirit of
God, perfected and prepared for eternal life in God's presence.

The Victory Over Death

The culmination of Paul's argument in 1 Corinthians 15 is the ultimate
triumph over death, a victory secured by Christ's resurrection and promised
to believers.

Question 16: What is the "sting" of death that Paul refers to in verse 56?

Answer: The "sting" of death refers to its power to inflict pain, sorrow, and
destruction, particularly through sin. Sin brings about death, making it a
terrible and fearful reality. The sting represents the destructive and
harmful impact of death.

Question 17: How is death ultimately "swallowed up in victory" (verse 54)?

Answer: Death is "swallowed up in victory" through Christ's resurrection.
Because Christ conquered death, believers, united with him, also share in
that victory. The resurrection signifies the end of death's reign and its
ultimate destruction, rendering it powerless over those who are in Christ.

Question 18: What is the final outcome for believers who are steadfast in the
Lord, according to verse 58?

Answer: Paul concludes by exhorting believers to be "always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain." This
assurance stems from the certainty of the resurrection. Because of Christ's
victory, their service and sacrifice in faith will ultimately be rewarded and
have eternal significance.

Practical Applications and Ongoing Study

Engaging with 1 Corinthians 15 offers more than just theological knowledge;
it provides practical wisdom and encouragement for daily living.

Question 19: How should the teachings of 1 Corinthians 15 affect a believer's
life today?

Answer: The resurrection hope provides assurance, eradicates the fear of
death, motivates holy living, and strengthens perseverance in faith and
service. It reminds believers that their present struggles are temporary and



that their ultimate destiny is glorious and eternal. It also underscores the
importance of sharing the gospel, as it is the message that brings this hope.

Question 20: What are some areas for further study related to 1 Corinthians
15?

Answer: Further study could include:

The historical context of the Corinthian church and the specific
challenges they faced regarding the resurrection.

The Old Testament prophecies that Paul references in his arguments.

The theological concept of "firstfruits" and its broader biblical
applications.

The nature of the spiritual body and its implications for our
understanding of heaven.

The relationship between the resurrection of Christ and the ongoing work
of the Holy Spirit in believers' lives.

The various interpretations of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (the "rapture"
passage) in light of 1 Corinthians 15.

By engaging with these 1 Corinthians 15 Bible study questions and answers, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the resurrection's central place in Christian
doctrine and its transformative power for believers, both now and for
eternity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central message of 1 Corinthians 15?

The central message of 1 Corinthians 15 is the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
its importance for Christian faith and practice, and the future resurrection
of believers.

Why did Paul address the resurrection in 1
Corinthians 15?

Paul addressed the resurrection because some in the Corinthian church were
denying or doubting the resurrection of the dead, which undermined the core
of their faith.

What evidence does Paul present for Christ's
resurrection?

Paul presents evidence by listing eyewitness testimonies, including his own
encounter with the resurrected Christ, and by citing the shared belief of the
apostles and over 500 believers.



What are the implications if Christ was not raised?

Paul states that if Christ was not raised, then the preaching of the apostles
is useless, the faith of believers is futile, and they are still in their
sins. Christians would be the most pitiable people on earth.

How does Christ's resurrection relate to our
resurrection?

Christ's resurrection is presented as the 'firstfruits' – the guarantee and
the model for the future resurrection of believers. His resurrection proves
that death can be overcome, and those who are in Christ will also be raised.

What is the 'spiritual body' mentioned in 1
Corinthians 15?

The 'spiritual body' refers to the resurrection body, which is transformed
from its present corruptible state into an incorruptible, glorified body, no
longer subject to death or the limitations of our earthly bodies.

What is the 'sting of death' that is removed?

The 'sting of death' is the power and consequence of sin that leads to
spiritual and eternal death. Through Christ's victory over death, believers
are freed from this sting.

How does the resurrection affect Christian behavior
and endurance?

The certainty of the resurrection provides motivation for believers to stand
firm in their faith, to persevere through suffering, and to live lives that
are pleasing to God, knowing that their labor in the Lord is not in vain.

What is the ultimate outcome of Christ's victory over
death, according to this chapter?

The ultimate outcome is that death will be abolished, and Christ will reign
until all His enemies are put under His feet. This culminates in the final
victory of God over all evil and death.

What practical lessons can we learn from 1
Corinthians 15 for today?

We learn the absolute necessity of the resurrection for our faith, the hope
it gives us for our own future, the importance of proclaiming this truth, and
the call to live a steadfast and active life in service to the resurrected
Lord.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to 1 Corinthians 15 Bible study questions and
answers, with short descriptions:



1. Insights into the Resurrection: Unpacking 1 Corinthians 15
This study delves deep into the core arguments of Paul's explanation of the
resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15. It provides clear answers to common
questions about the nature of the resurrected body and the theological
significance of Christ's victory over death. Readers will gain a solid
understanding of this pivotal chapter's message for believers.

2. Understanding the Eternal: A Journey Through 1 Corinthians 15
This book guides readers through the complex theological concepts presented
in 1 Corinthians 15, focusing on the assurance of eternal life through
Christ's resurrection. It addresses critical questions regarding the timing
of the resurrection, the fate of believers who have died, and the ultimate
triumph over sin and death. It aims to bolster faith in the foundational
truth of Christianity.

3. Victory Over Death: Exploring the Power of 1 Corinthians 15
This resource offers a compelling exploration of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ as the ultimate victory over death, as detailed in 1 Corinthians 15.
Through focused questions and answers, it clarifies the implications of
Christ's resurrection for believers' present lives and future hope. The book
aims to equip readers with a confident understanding of this essential
doctrine.

4. The Christian Hope: A Deep Dive into 1 Corinthians 15
This study meticulously examines the doctrine of the resurrection in 1
Corinthians 15, highlighting its crucial role in Christian hope. It tackles
questions about the resurrection of believers, the nature of their
transformed bodies, and the final victory over all enemies. The book provides
reasoned answers to foster a deeper assurance in the Christian faith.

5. Resurrection Realities: Engaging with 1 Corinthians 15
This book provides a direct and accessible approach to understanding the
profound teachings of 1 Corinthians 15 on the resurrection. It presents key
questions faced by early Christians and offers clear, scripturally-based
answers regarding the resurrection of Christ and believers. Readers will find
their understanding of this vital chapter significantly enhanced.

6. The Anchor of Our Faith: 1 Corinthians 15 Explained
This study focuses on the centrality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to
the Christian faith, as powerfully articulated in 1 Corinthians 15. It
thoughtfully addresses questions concerning the bodily resurrection, the
order of events, and the implications for evangelism. The book aims to
solidify readers' conviction in the resurrection's essential truth.

7. No Longer Slaves to Death: Questions and Answers on 1 Corinthians 15
This title offers a direct, question-and-answer format to explore the
liberating truth of the resurrection from 1 Corinthians 15. It tackles common
queries about the resurrection body, the impact of Christ's resurrection on
believers, and the final defeat of death. The book provides empowering
answers for a victorious Christian life.

8. The Power of His Resurrection: A Study of 1 Corinthians 15
This insightful study unpacks the theological richness of 1 Corinthians 15,
emphasizing the power inherent in Christ's resurrection. Through targeted
questions and answers, it illuminates the certainty of believers' own
resurrection and the transformation it brings. Readers will gain a robust
understanding of this foundational biblical text.

9. Life Beyond the Grave: A Practical Look at 1 Corinthians 15



This book offers a practical and encouraging examination of 1 Corinthians 15,
addressing the fundamental questions surrounding life after death. It
provides clear answers regarding the resurrection of believers, the nature of
their eternal existence, and the significance of Christ's resurrection for
humanity. The aim is to provide comfort and assurance through biblical truth.
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